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.TO ,^- 

I His Excellent Majefly, 

f KING GEORGE 11. 

Dearly Beloved Sovereign, 

I Humbly Addrefs Your Royal Perfon in 
Profound Reverence, with the higheft 
Efteem and Veneration that is poffible 
for a Subjefl to have for His Prince. 
Not for filthy Lucre's Sake, neither for 
Earthly Honour or Grandeur, but from 
Chriftian Motives, from a Principle of 
hearty,(incere,unfeign'dLove and Affeflion 
A which 
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idiicfi Yoar Majdfy has canfecJ in me. 
By your Majefty*s Godlike governing this 
My Native Country both in regard to our 
Domeftic and Fore^ Afiairs, Civil and Rcr 
ligious, in Church and State, being eictre- 
mely well convinc*d> that Chriflian Liberty, 
Profperity and Happinefs, Both for the 
i^iritual and Tempc«:al Good of all your 
Majefty's Subjeds i* the Eamefl Defire, 
the Pleaftire and Delight of your Soul, 
the very Comfort and Joy c^ your Life. 

Which manifeftly appeaars to every 
Rational unprejudiced Mind who is not in^ 
feded with the poifonous Sentimentsof the 
Bigoted Dupes of perfidious #aHtcan 
Antichriftian, Arbitrary Govern- 
ment ; for if Mankind would thoroughly 
"consider, well weigh, . and Religioufly 
refled: on your Majefty's whole Condiid 
as a Prince, botk in Publick and Private 

Life 
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Life for thefe Thirty-one Years paft, (ever 
fince B^gland has been blefled with your 
Majefty on the Throne) as a Father, 

Grand-Father, and a King, They would 
£nd it to be one uniform confiflent Cha- 
rader, that of an IfraeUte Indeed in whom 
^iere is no GuHe, a thoroughout Honeft, 
fincere, Religious, Good Man. One 
of the very beft of Sovereigns under the 
whole Canopy of Heaven, having Banifli'd 
from your Majefty 's Dominions Perfecu- 
tions of every Kind, and where each 
of your Majefty 's Subjeds dwell fafely 
undo* their own Vine and under their own 
Fig-tree ; as JuJah and IfraeJ did all the 
Days of King Solomon, i Kings w. 25. in a 
moic Confpicuous Manner than in any 
other Nation in the Habitable Globe.-. 
Almighty God grantyourMajefty's In^r- 
tant valuable Life may be prolong'd, ycwr 
Majefty's Health Confirm'd, and ail Poflible 

A 2 Happinefs 
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Happinefs and Comfort, (as mblunaiy Ter- 
reftial Enjoyments will admit of,) till 
Your Majefty is Ripened for Celeftial Feli- 
city, Joys imfpeakable, and to exchange 
your Majefty's perifhable Crown, for one 
that is Immortal, the Luftre and Glory of 
which, will never fade, never decay, but 
be Permanent, Brilliant, eafyand joyous to 
the Endlefs Ages of Eternity. 

My Epiftle to the Deifts, is the firft 
Work I ever publiflied, therefore thought 
it my Duty to Dedicate it to yourMajefty, 
Being King, Defender of the Apoftolical 
Truly Catholic Chriftian Faith, which 
your Majefty hath unwaveringly kept,Eft- 
abliflied and confirm'd by Good and whole- 
{omeLaws thoroughout your Majefty's Do- 
ihinions. I have not compos'd this, or any 
of my other Works to flatter Mankind, 
neither to pleafe them, but for their Good 
to Edification, agreeable to St. Patd\ moft 

excellent 



»^ 



"«■« 



[V] 

excellent Advice toall Chriftians Rom. xv, 2. 
which was the Pradice of Chrifiy and his 
Apoftles, verfe 5. i Thef. ii. 3. to 14. 
I have done my Utmoft in Endeavouring 

to make Ufe of fuch Rational cogent Argu- 
ments, which I thought might be a Means 
(with the Blefling of God) of Rooting up 
andExtricating theStupidity andAbfurdit/ 
of ftiiFnecked Iijcredulity. The Perverfe- 
nefs and Obftinacy of Deifin, that fuch 
Deluded unhappy Creatures might be fieed 
from the flrong Chains, the heavy Fetters 
of Unbelief. That the Eyes of their Un- 

derflandings might be unclos'd, that they 
might Think Juftly, and A<3: Reaibnably, as 

Accountable Creatures, that they may be- 
come Proper Objeds of the Divine Com- 
placency, that they may be defirousof Re- 
ceiving Truth in the Love of it, and by the 
Affiftance ^of God's Holy Spirit (which 
will never be wanting to ;thofe- who apply 
for it in good eameft,) as Chrift himfelf hath 
promifed. Mat. viL 7, 8. to be Happily 

Con- 
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Converted, {q as to beeoime the Diiciples 
Indeed of the Uefied Jefizs. I pray God 
that my Epiflle to the Deifls may aUb be a 
Means of undeceiving Praftical Atheiftsand 
Deifts, Our fafhionable Free Thinkers (or 
rather corrupted vitiated enilav*d Thinkers) 
And for the furthering and promoting of 
Real Vital ChrifHanity inallyourMajefty*s 
Sutgeds, being extremely fenfible that if 

the Sublimity of the Religion of theBlefled 

Jeflis was pradifed thoroughout the World. 

It would then become a Paradiie in com- 

parifbn of what it is at prefent. 

Mankind would thoi make it their Aim 

and Ambition, their Study and Delight ; 

Their eameft Defire and afliduoUs Endea- 
vour to Devife Methods how and in what 

Manner they might become ufefiil and 
Beneficial to each other. ** Looking not 
<* only on Their own Things, but alfo on 
*« the Things of Others. ?hilifvL. 4.** Con- 
iidering one another to provoke unto Love 

and 
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and to good Works, He^»x, 24. And would 
be very mindful; in any wKe to rebuke their 
Ndghbour, ana not iuiFer Sin upm them, 
Levit, xix, X 7. In the ^irit of meek- 
ne&. Gal* vi« i. That their Love naay be 
widiout X)iiIimulation, abhorring all Sin, 
promoting all Good, Kind and afiedionate 
to all, as Brethren in Honour, preferine; 
^ach other, Rom. ^ii, 9, 10. Noonevrould 
^en be deiirous of vain Glory, Pride 
Woidd be then BamQi'd, it being contrary 
to the Defignand End of Chriflianity,Z/«)fe 
i. 51 to54. ii Twt.m, 12 to t.yames iv, 10. 
\Pa. V. 5. If Mankind would be Governed 
by the Rules and Directions of theGofpd, 
then Love and Afiedion, Unity and Con- 
cord, Peace and Tranquillity, Harmony 
and Joy, would Univerfally Reign. Then . 
Swords would be tmti'd into Plowfhares, 
and Spears into Pruneing Hooks, Nation 
would notlift up Sword againft Nation, nei-. 

ther would they haveOccafion to leamWar 

any 
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more, they would then walk in the Light 
of the Lord, Ifaiab ii. 4. 5. Then Judg-* , 
ment would run down our Streets, as Water 
and Righteoufiiefs, as a mighty Stream, 
as Commanded by God, Amos v-. 24. 

C\ That All Profeflbrs of Chriftianity, partlcu* 
larly in your Majefly's Dominions, wiierc tho ^ -' 
Light and Liberty of the Gofpel (hines fb confpi- 
cuoufly under your Majefty's Aufpicious Oovern- 
ment had not only the Form of Godlinefs, but the 
Power of it Influencing their Thoughts, WordSj 
and Adions, that the Blcffings of Heaven might 
fhower down upon the whole World in General, 
and on your Majefty's Dominions in particular. 

With the utmoft Humility and Sincerity, Ifubferibe 
My Self,Your Majefty's very Affedionatefic Obedient 
Subjed, always at your Majefty's Command; (or ac 
qny of Your Royal Iflues) in every Kind of Thing, 
that is not contrary to, or Inconfiftent with the Pre- \ 

cepts of the " Bleffed and onfy Potentate^ the King of i 

** Kings, and Lord of Lords \ who Only hath Immor^ 
" talify, dwelling in the Light which no Man can ap^ 
«< proacb untOy whom no Man hathfeen, or can fee^ to^ 
*' whom be Honour and Power Ever lofting^'' Amen. 
iTim. vi. 1 5i 16. 
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Edward Goldney, Serf, \ 



Lo/f^n, Good- Friday, n^' 
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GENERAL PREFACE. 
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Mlt feOowtng. Works ave corapos'c^ fitnif s 

Affe<Sion for the S^ritaal> Benefo ud Advantage 
of ^ l^lanldnd,^ partiec^ljr tsir rooieiDftfflf :ftid 
SlltiK'Otitf^ dl^ iba^ di^eadfuMfefcrcduIkyr^^ 
Ibe DeiM on^ eobliSieMlioafljr ad a^gyfedU)!^ ftj'ai 
the Moiy? OUi^tkms: of Natnfai- ReligioB,- aA^ 

odmd'pi^ifef Ob|05b>of d^Bmne-eom^lacenc^f 
iThat? dichfor &e&i'iilig^ nlcfM!'' their W^ tli« 
Kvil'o^ thtbDokigfl^ tft^tfAtouj^tjr Obd m^ 
caufe the Cloud and MiO* tfib^ tfVifdtc iSa^Ey&c^ 

€fG6^»<S!la^ ifia^He' i&ig^if gitfT Ih&iraif 
HTHderf^diffg; dSStk^ef dSghtrkodf^ Hhtt'thari^ 

LikeWife^that'ifttfer nbtmntd Frolciflbj^^df Okridt^ 
anity, (t3bth-(^ dit; Clh=^aiid'LidtyO might itolf 

« 

dfecdve tKenffelvfesT' by' riSyihg'cJn* a^ Spcduktivc, 

A Forms 



PREFACE. 

Forms of R E L I G I O N, while they arc defti- 
tu^te of the Power of it, its Holy Influences, the 
£!oul and Life of Chriftianity, its very QuinteflTence, 
RELIGION IT SELF,aswastheCafe 
of the Hypocritical Pharifees and Scribes, " who 
** honoured God with Their Lips, while their Heart 
** was far from Him," Mark vii. 2. to 7. 

I have exemplify *d both from Reafon and Re- 
velation, that if ProfelTors of Chriilianity, would be 
Difciples indeed of the Blefled Jefus, their very 
Thoughts, Words and Adions, the whole Courfe 
and Tenor of their Lives and Converfations muift 
be moved or influenced by the Gofpel of Chrift, 
as Watches and Clocks are by their Main Springy 
which fets a going all its mechanical Powers in 
due OrSef and Regulation. 

I have not chofcn a florid Laijguage, or a formal 
concife Method of writing, not endeavouring to 
tickle the Ear, but to mend the Heart, and have 
proved from many Paffages of Holy Writ, that 
thofe Happy Souls, who experience that their 
corrupted polluted Natures are in a Degree fanfti- 
fied, that have a Tafte and Relifti for Righteoufnefs, 
will earneflly defire and endeavour to grow in 
Grace, that they will hunger and thirft after it. 

For the greater Proficiencies Mankind make in 
the Spiritual and Divine Life, they will continu- 

ally 
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ally apply to Almighty God for further Degrees of 
His Rich Grace, in order to make greater Progrefs, 
that they may iricreafe in the Fruits of Rightc- 
oufnefs, that they -may be inriched with every* 
Thing to all Bountifulnefs, 2 Cor. ix. 1 1 . To be 
filled with the Knowledge of God's Will in all 
Wifdom and fpiritual Underftanding, that they, 
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaLj ^ , 
ing, being fruitful in every good Work, and . 
increafing in the Knowledge of God; ftreng^- 
ned with all Might, according to his glorious 
Power, to all Patience and long-fufFering vnih 
Joyfulnefs; Giving Thanks unto the Father 
which hath made them mejet to be Partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints inLight ; who hadi 
delivered them from the Power of D^rknefs, and 
hath tranflated them into the Kingdom of His- 
Dear Son, in whom They have Redemption 
through his Blood, even the Forgivenefs of Sins, 
(^lojf. i. 9 to 1 5, 

If any of my fellow Mortals (hall receive the leaft • 
Degree of Spiritual Benefit or Advantage from any 
of thefe Works, I moft humbly andearneftly befeech 
them to give Almighty God all the Honour and 
Praife. " Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
«* unto thy Name give Glory. Pf.cxv. i. for it 

is the Work of Omnipotence only, that caufeth 

real 
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deaveofS vihxiAK9€t^ yet evM ftts^ i P^fttl 6t m 

** iJMcd tiicDugk F«tk, and tbdt lfd« ol tlleiiii(Sl«p^ 
« it ir the GiA o^ Ood". £/5. ir. 8v 

** if^ Qractt 0^ G<!>cl i aEii> wtiat I am) ^%^ 
kirtiWe. holy Hefbidt S< P«»*> " and his Ciate* 
«* which. wa». beflfowdd-oft !fce,»W«tt not tar vain > b«f 
*« llab<»w«dtiA6Mabttii€!ttndy'Atf»^«he5>saiyyctiiibe 

**^ Iv,btti: the; GkSKib (^ Go4 wHieb Wife in 

TJhff Priflttipi* HiJIrtai*' Afl&flantfev I JiavCrltW^tar 
CHmtK^ie Biy fotowiiig':Wo!skev.wa«^aContt<i«feaaftft(f 
UwHoty' Serfp«tfr<Ki. By JikxakikrOsdgni.M, A. 
^pi^,^ vxn^i wfeft* valuabl«Bt)ok^ (ii^tboai the 1^^ 
,,„HdfyAxto«wti«tt-)' Iiibofl?finccf#'attd<awu!my' 
lafibmmendtttj^tiltf p«mfid^ oS M thoftr <»4k39 i#bulcP 
,;,^inglyy take- Picaforfe' an* Btelig^t^ by beliigf 
Iittiioui«<£ wi# * i!»ei»^iimMatb.' Cdrr^jbttdewifc, 
a beneficial Acquaintance with theWocd-of GckT*. 
,jil^ehi i* «^di5 O)' istt*w:tiiem Wife unto Salvatidilr 

/fl-tfttitfetj^" Gddi ^flPtHatttfeisTHiay bddie; hajlj^ 
Cafe Sfi iw^alli iscthc hearty; fincefffPrajser o6 yxMif 

moft I^uttWc Setvartti'attCSMamiiftd^ inChrilfc 

lindon, tt»V J«)?Wii4 , 
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GOLDNEY's EPISTLE 

T O T H E 

^ (Thofe who deny all RevEALfib Religion^ 

; acknowledging only Natural ; as the Exift-* 

ence of a GOD, his Providence, Virtue and 

Vice, the Immortality of the Soul, and Rewards 

f and Punishments after Death.) 

J t>EAR Fellow-Creatures, 

IT is -with the greatelt fincerity of foul, and a real 
love and affeftion from my heart, that I make 
■ this addrefs to you, for the benefit of your immor- 
tal fouls, which you are confcious will be deftined to 
. unfpeakable happinefs or mifery at the grand and awflil 
day of judgment, when the whole world will be fum- 
\ moned to give an account of their behaviour in it as 
/ rational and accountable creatures. 

■- AH mankind, by creation, are the fons and daughters 

, ij pf God, who are made of one blood ; confequently 

B of 
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6r one gi*arfd family : from which confidetation.X^fwl 
an earnen:^(!cfire in myf^lf, to be an inftrument, in.thc 
hands of I^rovidence,^ to bc^ of as much fejcvricetq my 
brethren universally as poflible, both for foul and body, 
as my capacity, fituation and circumftances in life will 
admit of, " whetherthey are Greeks or Jewsy Barbarians^ 
.'Scythians, bond of free, of every, kindred, tongue 
and nation j'* yea, even- if I could fuppofe them all my 
enemies r This is the lublinie religipn I learnt from the 
glorious gplpel of the bleffed Jefus^; the fatisfaftion 
and pleafure of which no one can conceiypt but thofc 
who experience it, and have itcommunicatjed byit^diviac 
authorChrift, **'the only begotten Sonbf God,'* Johnxiv^ 
2f< Therefore I fhould rejoice that you experienced die . 
feme divine pleafures which are the happy confequencesof 
knowing " the only true God, and Jefus ChrijQt^ whom 
•* he hath fent ; whom to know is life eternal," Joha 
Xvii. g. The bleffed Jefus declares, " his doftrine was 
•* not his own, but God*s that fent him ; and that if 
*' any man will do his will, he fhall knov/of the doc- 
•' trine, whether it be of God, or whether he Ipake of 
•* ^himfelf. He that Ipeaketh of himfelf, feeketh^his^ 
own glory : but he that fe^keth his glofy that fent. 
hini, t^e fame is tn?c, . and no unrighteoufneJ& ^, i» 
him,'* Johnvii, i6,. 17, 18. which fingle conii^jsa^. 
tion is an invincible argument pf th^diyioe authority 
anH miffion of the bleflbi Jefus>. to every rational, uri-. 
prgudiced mind. 

The whole fcope and defign of the doftrine which 
Chrift delivered, eminently tends to promote the glory 
of God, and the univcrfal good of mankind* This is.> 

an 
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^ tmdoubced proof ajnd evidence (hat liis (lo^b:lae ^fr^ r 
jpnly from heaven. ' 

». . . . * 

It is declared by divine authority, that the reafon or 

caufe why you, the Jews, or any other part of mankind 

do not believe in Chrift, is for want of doing the will of 

God : which is implied in our Loras anAver to the Jews^ 

recorded John vii. 17. I make no manner of doubt bu 

jhat you will readily ^anfwer me, and fay. If mankind 

were to judge of the jtruth of Chriftianity by the pro-^ 

feflbrs thereof, the praftice (rf many heathens would 

he much more preferable to theix^; which is too no* 

torious to be denied, but muft be acknowledged as 4 

lamentable truth, even amongft many who make th^ 

greateft pretences to it. But this is not to be attribute4 

to the dodtrine of ^he gofpel, which abfolutely aflures 

us, that every one who wilfully lives in ** the breach of 

♦' any one fingle command, is guilty of the whole :" 

and that it is " not the hearers of the law, but the 

*' doers of the law, who fliall be juftified ; and that not 

** every one jhat faith unto Chrift, Lord, Lord, fliall 

** enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth 

*• the will of his heavenly father," 

Therefore St. Paul cautions mankind, left they ftioula 
deceive themfelves, and fays, ** Know ye not that the 
*' unrighteous fliall not inherit the kingdoni' of God ^ 
^^ neither fornicator'?, idolaters, adulterers, etfemlnate^ 
♦* abufefs of themfelves with mankind ; n<Jr thie^esy nor 
^* covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, rfdr ejftor- 
*f tioners," i Cor. vi. 9, 10. Thofe profefling^ChHto^ 
yi\\o live in an avowed commiflion of any or thefe, or 
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any other ftps or vices, may be faid to be only ipeculatlv^ 
believers, for their faith reaches the hesid, but not the 
heart : they are only nominal Chriftians ; but far from 
being the difciples indeed of the blefled Jelus, and will 
^' receive their portion with unbeliever?,** Luke xii. 4^. 
Therefore my principal defign, by the grace of God, 
IS to propofe and point out fuch methods, whereby you 
may become proper objefts to receive evangelical faith. 

* The firft virtue I would recommend to you k 
humility, a humble apprehenfion of the weaknefs and 
infufficiency of your own underftandings, to com- 
prehend thofe things which do not fall under our ftnfes ; 
to be bf a felf-difBdent dilpofition, your minds always, 
flexible, open to conviction, always willing and ready 
to receive and embrace the truth in the love of it. 1 
Would alfo heartily and fmcerdy recomrpend the necef- 
faiy duty of felf-exa.mination/, not in a flight, curfory 
manner, but with the greateft deliberation and imparl 
tiality, as an affair of the utmoft importance. It being of 
the greateft confequence, whether you have or have hot 
^fted agreeably to the laws of natural reUgion ^ whether 
you do constantly live in the true fear and reverenqe of" 
the Lord of lieaveii and earth. Wl^ether you do go- 
vern your corrupt, unruly, headftrpng paflions by your 
reafon, which almighty God h^s pvefted you with for 
that excellent pyrppfe : whether in every refpeft you 
do to others, as you would have others do to you : 
whether you are of a compaflionate, fympathifing, tender- 
hearted difpofition : whether you do not do any injury 
XP yptjr fellow-creatures : but, on th^ contrarj^, do you 

do 
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4o them sdl the good your circumftances and fituaxio^ 
of life wiU admit of ? 

Theie, you muft acknowledge, are the dudes of lU^ 
Jtural religion* 

Examine yourielvcs, whether yovi have ^ven that 
fiue attention, that juft regard, to flie exfernM e\^r 
dences to the truth of divine revelation, as the importr 
ance of it demands. Have you thoroughly weighed the 
authenticity of the writings of Mofes and the pro* 
phets ? with what exceeding great care they were pre-f 
ferved from one generation to another *, and how die 
Jews had in their cuftody copies of all the laws^ in fe 
exaA a manner, as i^ot tq fufier a fingle point eidier to 
be added to them, or taken froip them, on any confider* 
^tion whatfoeyer* 

Have yoy confidcred, that thefe Ipritings contain not 
Only their laws, or their inftitutional rites and cere- 
pionies, and their reHgious obfervances from time to 
time, and how they kept the paffover as a memorial of 
the death of the firft-born in Egypt ; and that the fame 
day, all the firtt-born of Ifrael, both tn2LT\^ and beaft, 
were by a perpetual law dedicated to God, and the Le- 
vites taken for all the firft-born of the children of Ifrael, 
Numb. viii. 17, 18? that Aaron's rod which budded, 
was preferved in the ark, in meqiory of the rebellion, 
^nd wonderful deftru<5tion of Kotdh^ Dathan and Abi- 
ram ; and for a cohfirmation of the priefthood to the 
femily of Aaron ? alfo the pot of manna, in memory of 
the children of IfraePs being fupported by manna froni 
heaven* in a very miraculous manner, forty years toge- 
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jthei^ while ^hey Were in the wildeniefs ? that the brazen 
ierpent was alfo preferved, in memoiyof thofe admifa^ 
jblc cures it performed on all thofe who were bit by the 
iieryieqmM^ whenever-ib^deokfed dhdt, Numb.i^. 9, 
which ferpent remained to the days <^ ff^zelmdi^ 
(heir good young king, who deftroyed it, becaufe they 
Mffllized, and'burfit'iiicenfetoit? 2^'ingsi:vfii. 4. iPhey 
fcept lihc fedb of the Psflover, *f Pto«eccrft, awd tJft 
foA fjf Tabernacles, 



Thr Poorer wis celdbiwdl in 'rttmorfdE ^iilit'^m^ 
4aM and grand deliv^mnce out ^^Eg^t^ j^i^lt. V. tjf. 
Tketr number was no 1«6 thah ^^ &c h^indrM ilidtiflith^ 
•♦ and Aree dioufand ami five hundred and fifty** fettl% 
Numb. i. 46, Theif daily facrifices, and yfeirly ^kph-. 
tions, their new mooni, and feve!"al fe^fts and ftftS^ 
were repeated rememljrances of thefe reiliarkibl* ftv€htst 
Have you confidered that the children of Ifrael, with 
the ark of the Lord, pafled over the river Jordan 
on dry land, to the number of forty thoufahd ^ 
©n which Jofliua caufed twelve ftones to be erefted 
at Gilgal, in miemory of fo wonderful a providence ? 
and that, when their children in ftiture ages ihould 
ask the meaning of it, it fhould be told them^ 
that the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord : ** when it pafJed over 
*• Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off, ancf 
♦• thefe ftones Ihall be a memorial unto the children 
•' of Iftael for ever'*. Jolhua iv. 7. 

The book of the law was not only a hiftory of real' 
matters of fafts, of what things were done from time 

> 

to 
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t^titmCf but*it<:onCamed fixed nfranlcipal \xff% and fh^^ 
totes of the nation <rf the J6ws, which' were equally' 
obligatory both on king and pec^. 

Thatthey had-aU becft-cireomcifed^ and cOnl^mtly • ( 
circumcifed their children, in obedience to the com- 
niands ii\ the jaw^x>£ Moies ; thotthef ba4 tiever eaten 
aay fvifl^Vileih,- or othttr^neatsprohibited. ia the law \ 
that they/hAd a magsHficent tabemacle.; thata{)ardculdr « 
tnbe.(o£ JLevi) was ap^pointed and coniecrated by God^ 
as^bk piiefia \ by whoi^ hands, and none other, the fa« 
ciifice^ -of the. people were to be ofiered^ and thofe.'fiK- ' 
lema inititmiOBa.to be celebrated ^^that it was 4eath> 
fofj-aofi:.. other >ta approach the; akar;; that their high > 
pngftsKQl^a gUiriou&initi3e,^nd:mfl^ific6nt robes of ' 
GpdliT oiDfibtningr widi the^micaaulcaia Urim and Thum-' 
nuQfc iilv^his. J3reait-;plate^ wiie8ce.;the> divine re^x>nie$ ' 
wtfiSii^cni jdia&^tJii$wordthe.kki^andjali:diepe(>* 
pig. wwjpfjta go outjind cQ9iein,.\N««ibi:3aBm*^.2i^ 

Thcfei pBefttf,we«:e,thdr, ordinary judgwv evcnrin civil t 
matters, therefore it was not poffible to have peijSud^. 
cd a whole nation, that they had .known and pradtifed 
alljhe(f ^rdw^aise^^.jf rjtheyjiaid ac&a prcitbec^loihave 

wy^.-d^b?€;i'.th§yi hliiprft&yed.thcnav-.aj^jcaling to : 
thit'^Fft^agp^ if- it :„w^.^Q6>ifa<5ts which is .ahfurd to, 
^"EESfei .WilJ!?lH?^:.«v^y: r^tic«^ njiftduwiil acknow- 
lecjgg^ 

The fqjr fcat;tere<J, di^^rfed Jews .jiow remaining in ^ 
the world^ who recognize many of the cuftoras and ce- 
remonies of their forefathers, are Hving tcftimonies of 

Judaifin, 
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^udaiim, as the facred cftablifhed laws under tie old 
difpenfation, and their facred records^ do tcftify the 
truth of the new difpenfation, under the glorious goC 
pel of the Mefliah, which is foretold and prophefied of 
in the Old Teftament in many places. 

Therefore you will do yourfelves jufticei if ydu will * 
be very careful to examine and compare the prophe- : 
fics that are there of the Meffiah, with the fulfilment of 
them, as recorded by the four poor honeft difinterefted * 
cvangelifts, relating to time, place, and all other circum- • 
ftahces in the perfon, birth, life, death, refurreftion andaf- 
ccnfion of the blefled Jefiis, as recorded in the New Te- 
ftamenti in which there is no poflibility of deceit of 
irtipofture. Old prophefies, : recorded for two thou* 
fand years, (and all fo agreeing) could not have 
been contrived to countenance a falfity ; tlierefore no- 
thing could be a falfity that could fo compleatly fulfil 
all thofe things relating to the Mefliah, the Sdn of the 
living Godi Jefus of Nazareth, in the days of kirtg 
Herod. 

That there were fuch perlbns in his reign as John^ 
whofe firname was Baptiftj and one whom they called 
Jelus, is manifeft and evident from Flavius Jofephus, a 
faithful JewiQi hiftorian, who recorded, ^* That it was 
the opinion of numbers of the Jewsj that Herod's 
army was overthrown by- the juft vengeance of God, 
who punilhed him moft defervedly, by reafon of the 
execution he caufed to be done on John, firnamed 
Baptift, by putting hiiti to death : a man who was 
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^ repfeniAed with aU viitu«, and who exhorted" tKe 
** Jews to addi<a thcmfdves thereto, and to execute 
^ juftice towards mao, and piety towards God. Ex- 
*^ horting them to be baptized j tdling them that bai5- 
^* tifm fliould at that time be agreeable unto God, If 
they (hould not only renounce their fms; but if^ 
to the purity of their bodies, they fhould annex the 

^' tkmncik <^ their fixils, repurffled ky juftice : and 
" whereas ijt came to pafs tim /^vw flocked and fol- 
^* lowed him, jto ht^ jiis do^lri/ie, Herod fegtf"ed left 
*« his iubje(as, aJUwed by Iws doftriAe imd perfwa- 
*^ fionst &PuJd be drawp to revolt : for it feems they 
** would fiibfcribe ifi all things Jto his advice^ There- 
" fone he thought it better, (to j^cvcxit any iU con^ 
" fequence) to put him to death i than to esped fome 
** fijddea commotion, iwhidi afterwards he might re- 
** pent of Upon this iiifpicion Herod cairfed him to 
*' be bound, and fent to tlie caiUe of Macheron, and 
'^ there he was put to death/* (Vid- Lodge's Jofeplius 
Antiq. book xviu. chap. 7.) And in the fame book 
(ch. 4,) relating to the rebellion of the Jews, agaiiuft 
Pontius Pilate, who was at the fame time governor 
of Judea, the fame hiftorian, has recorded, *^ At 
*^ that time was Jefos, a wife man, (if it be lawful to 
**" call him a man) for he wa^ the performer of divers 
^* adhiiraUe works, and the inftfuder of thofe who wil- 
** Kn^y entertained the truth, and he drew unto him 
^^ divers Jews and Greeks to be his followers. Thi* 
** was Chrift, who being accufed by the princes- of our 
** nation before Pilate, and afterwards condemned to 
*' the crofs by him, yet did not thofe who foUoweiiJiini 
^ from the beginning, forbear to iov^ him, for notwith- 

C !* ftanding 
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^< ftan^idg the ignominy of his death : for be ^peare^ 
«« to them alite die third day after, according as the 
^^ prophets had before teAified the fame, and diveis 
<^ divine wondierful thin^ of him, and from thattime 
•*' forward the race of the Chriftians, who have de- 
« rived their name from him, hath never ceafed,** 

This faithful Jcwifh hiftorian was a difirttcrcfted authof, 
thcfcfbre muft be very reafonably fuppofed to write no- 
thing bUt'thith, which agrees with the ibur Evangelifts ; 
two of whom, viz. St. Matthew and St. John, were eye and 
car witncffes : the others, St. Mark and St. Luke, wrote 
what thcyhad perfeft knowledge of, from thofe who were 
eye and ear witnefles, St. Mark from St. Peter^s mouth, 
he being ^he difciple and companion of St. Peter. St. Luke, 
the beloved phyfician and companion of St. Paul, inlthc 
firft fourVeries of his gofpd, acquaints us with theleafons 
which induced'him to write, which were, becauie diveis 
perfons in that age, had imprudendy and inconfiderately 
fct upon writing of gofpels, without direction from the 
ipirit of God, whofe errors and miftakes were to be cor- 
reded by a true narrative : this St. Luke declares he was 
able to make, having had perfeft underftanding and 
knowledge of the truth of thofe things he was about to 
relate, pardy by his familiarity with St. Paul, and pardy 
by his converfation with the other apoftles, who coiv- 
ftantly attended the Heflcd Jefus, and were eye and ear 
wimefles of thofe thin^ that are the fabjeft matter of hia 
golpel. 

And in the three other gofpels of the evangefi^ 
there can be nothing of fallibility or uncertainty in 

them. 
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tilem, by reafon th^y vrtott nothing but what they d- 
ther heard or faw thenifelvcs j and ^pdiat they heard, 
tJiey received from thofe that were eye and earmitneffes 
of the matter of fad it contains : 



to r^eft, and confiderjiiiipactially aod^ibri' 
oufly, that theie four hiftorians had not the leaft. 
worldly imereft. or advantage to be anfweoed, by « Bait- 
ings publifhing . and propagating the goipel of their 
d^akd lord and mafter JefusChrift ; but on t^contrary 
they were forewarned by h^m, that they lnoul4 be hated 
by. niankind for Jiis name's faket aod be. perfecuted and 
d^Ijywed up to the. fynagogue, and fcpurgedi* a^d fcnt 
Uf px^n^. and broijght before kings and rulers. 

Therefore he mofl: tenderly cautions them, for to he^ 
ware of men : " Behold (fays he) I fend you forth as 
" Iheep in the midft of wolves : be ye therefore wife 
" as feipents,. and harmlefi as doves," Matt. x. 16. 
Xhey were to provide " neither gold, nor filvcr, nor i 
"brais in tl^eir puries > nor fcrip for their journey; ' 
*', neither two coats, neither 'fliocs, nor yet.ftjiyes,** | 
Matt, Y4 io«. They were not commiffioned by their 
lord and mafler to fet out in the world for the \ 
reformation of mankind on any lucrative vi^ws^.but f^. 
quite the contrary; wbicb. they readily and chear- y 
fuUy embra^ with magnanjuniity and . fortitude^ t] 
going throi^gh numberlefi faqgues ^nd hardlhipay per- ;, 
iecutions, imprifbnments and fcoyr^hgs, and at.Jaft 
lealed the truth of their goipels with their blood ; | 
actdting it by the facrifice of all that was near and dear ^ 
tcf tjaefn, even their own. lives. ; -: * 

C 2 Therefore 
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Th^refoft tHc authenticalncfs of their writings muft 
V out of all doubt with every upright, fincere, unpre^ 
judiced mind, who attentively and thoroughly weighs 
all circumftances concomitant. The propagation of the 
glorious gofpel of the blefled Jdus, the benefits and 
^vintages which accrue to mankind from his grand 
einbftjSy s the tendency his moft pure md hcdy dodbinea 
Ivas to make them happy in this world, and to quahfy 
them to be meet partakeis for unfpeakable glory and 
h^pineJs^ ^^ iuth has eye hath not feen nor ear heirdlf 
^* neither have entered into the heart of m^, the 
*< things which God hath prepared for thein tiUtt low 
•* him,**^-! Ccwr. ii. 9. are arguments, one would thibk^ 
fufficient to convince any reafonable mind of the 
*ruth of Chriftianity. 

Atl^ aiiguft prbckniation of the bfefled Jeftis's na- 
tivityj the harmlefs fhepherds were ibuck wth a painiiic 
fit fuch a fudden vilit of the heavenly mdlengcr, 
attended with fuch brilliancy, who faid unto them, 
** Fear riot, fdr behold I bring you good tidings of 
** great joyi which fliall be to all peopfc, for Untd 
you is born this d&y, in the city of Davicf , a Sa- 
viour, which isChrift the Lord," Luk. ii. 9, 10, 11. 
^ At which joyful o<!x:afion immediately a multitude of 
the heavenly hoft joined chorus, praifing God, ' ahd 
ftying, ** Glory to God in the higheft, and on eartb 
peace, good-will towards men,** ver. 13, 14. Soon 
after the inhuman tyrant, bloody king Herod, appfe-^ 
hended that he was born, he endeavoured to have h?m 
murdered by a general maffacre, which he caufed to be 

executed 
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executed on all th^ children that Were in Bethlehem, 
and in aU the coaib thereof, from two years old and 
under/' Matt. ii. i6. So iKkcWife the hypocritical 
mayfbrat^ and foperftitio^ high priefts with greae 
rage and malice did aU id their power to ftifle Oinftianigr 
in its dawn^ which evidently appears in the following 
iacred hiftory, as recorded in Afts iv. 6 to 13, which I 

Mitxdlty reimiutiMd to yottr eitimlnaiton, it containing 
xmdenmhte evidoicea of the veracity of t|i6 Chriftkii 
Fd^gion. For if thefe naitativeft had been fpurkMtt» 
worldly |>o#er aad policy would have detected and 
fiipprefibd them : ^' but all tl^ng$ muft be fulfilkd 
^ which wef« written in the law of Mofes^ and in the 

* 

<^ prophets^ a»d in the pf^ms concerning him/' J^rUke 

Therefore the angel of the Lord proclaimed his name 
Jdus, becaufe he wa» to fWt Iris people from their 
fell. AgracaMe thereto^ aS a preparfttory for diis m&Bt 
jgracioui defign, John the Baptiit, as a pre%e, 
prtached repentance, b^tifing ti^a who c^nfefied 
thefe- fim, MatdKW iii. a. 6. Declaring to them, *« he 
** only^ ba(>ti^ed them with wafer unto i^ntance, 
«* b^t he t*fat Cometh afar me, is mightier than I, 
'* wlktfe Ihoes I am not wwthy to bear^ he (hall bap^ 
« tlfe yoti with the Holy Ghoft and wkh fire,'* Mmhew 
iii. li. - 

"WliehtJse fdf-c«MiCeit«d ftrperftitious Phaaifces fkw thit 

the bleffcd Jdus did not difdain and rejed the company 

of pi»blieans and fiftftere, they alked his difcipks the 

meaateig tf it t on which he difcovered a moft fnendly 

good 
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good dilpafitkm, afluiing them, *^ he caifienot to calr 
•* the righteous, but finners to repentance," Matth. 
ix» ig« that )s^ his bufineis Was to a£t as a wife, (kilful 
phyiician, to endeavour the cure of thofe who were 
leaUy iphitually fick. " They that be whole need not a 
•* phyfician, but they that arc fick, ver. 12 . 

. In his moft excellent fermon on the mount he in-» 
fc^med his auditory, that he would by ho nieans have 
tbcoi toimagitie he came to difannul any moral dUiga- 
fien^ oriet afide any of the prediAions of the hdy pro- 
phets, but to compleat them, and to give mankind 
more exalted ideas of the moral precq)ts, then what 
W19S ^generally underflood to be implied, in diem, by 
thofe who regarded principally the ktter^ or ritualparfl 
of them. 

r. Xhe bld&d Jeftis always undeceiyed hypocritical pre^f 
tqpd^to religton^aCuring njwkind, <^ That except 
•^ their ri^toopfnefc (hquld exceed the righi^ufnels of 
«* thjg fcribes and pharifees, they ihoidd in-jjo cafe a»ter 
into the. kingdom of heaven. Matt, v» 20w and diat 
not every one that faith ynto him, Lo^d> Lord» fhaH 
«* enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that .doeth 
*^ the wUl.of his father which. 1$ heaven^ Matl^. vijL 2 r. 
For the grace. of God, that briiigj^th faivj^tion hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that den^g un^ 
** godlinefe and worldly lufts, we (hould live fd:>erly, 
*< righteoufly and godly in this, prefect world, look- 
« ::ing for tli? blefled hope and the glorii>us appearing of 
** the great God and Saviour Jefus Chriil:, who^ gave 
^vhimfelf for us, that he m%ht redeem us.ffom allimr 
. <« quity. 
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^^ quity> and purify unto Hmfelf a peculiar peqije 2e^«» 
<^ lous of good works," Titus ii.ii, 12, 13^ 14- For as 
*^ he whi^h hath called you is holy, fo be ye holy in aU 
*' manner of conyerlation, : x Peter i. 1 5^ Therefiu^ 
mankind is precautioned of receiving any nufrepre>^ 
fenution of the gp%el of Chrift Let no man de* 
ceive you, he that doeth righteoufneis, is righteous^ 
^' even as he is righteous. . He that committeth fin is of 
*' the devil ; for the devil finneth from the beginning % 
for this purpofe the fon of God was.manifbfted thae 
he itught ddikioy theiivwks of the devil, i John iii. y^ 
8, that through death, iie mi^t deftroy.him thac 
had the power of death, that is the devils and deli*' 
ver them who throu^ fear of death i*ereall their 
iif<sttnie iijibje& to bondiige) Heb. U. 14. 15. wherc^ 
fore as by one man fin entered into the worlds and 
** death by fin, and fo death pafled on all men, for 
** th« all finned, Rom. v. 12. That as fin hath reigned 
** unto death, evtn fo might grace reign through righ*' 
« tcoufiiefe, unto eternal life by Jefus Chrifl: our lord, 
« ver. 21. Who hath abolilhed death, and brought life 
'*^ and immortality to light through the go^el, 2 Tim. 
*^ i. 16. For this corruptible muft put on incorruption, 
** and this mortal muft put on immortality : fowhen 
*< this corruptible fliall have put on incorruptioni and 
/* this mortal fliall have put on immortality, then fhall 
.« be brought to pafs the laying that is written, Death 
« is fwallowed up inviftory. OSeath, where is thy fKng? 
" O grave, where is thy victory ? the fting of death 
/* is fm, and the ftrength of fin is the law i butthankt 
** be to God which giveth us the viftory tlirov^h <>ur^ 

«* lord Jefus Chrift," i Con xv. 53 to 58- '^^^^ 

death 
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«feadi is (uixiufici, ov^eroome and conquaripd, and lile and 
immortality brpi^ht to light by the goipel. Therefom 
you muft ackfionrledge, that if you bdievedthde decl^ 
rations tx> be of diviae a^ithority, you wodkl think 
them very comfortable, glorious, beneficial discoveries in- 
deed, as tfiey gradoidly pofait ^t a moft admirable 
method to cnricate mankind fn>m tfaeM" fins, atxl to 
4)bcain the fisivour of God, and free tliem &om the fear 
lof death, removing its moft dreadiui ftjng ; thereby 
giving them a right and tide to heaven vidorioufiy 
through our lord JeTus Chrift ^ which is an infinitdy 
grater conqueft than all the heathen phijbl(^her$ pre- 
tended to, or even had any idea o£ 

If you think juftly, you mud: be ienCble that inerc 
lUKtural celigi0n is very deficient in thde moft impontant 
concerns* Hov you (houldget above the fqu? of death; 
how die Deity will be app^fed for your fins ; ^hejiier 
iuippinefi or isdfery will be tlie portion of your immor» 
talfi)uls« 

You kttow the wifeft men among the heathens difcp- 
vered but a very faint glimmering light, whicli nqw 
.and then daited out from their moft abflra&ed reafor^-* 
ings. 

If you are lincere and honeft, yon will acknow- 
Jedge that natural religion has received great advantage 
by the moonlight of Mofes and the prophets, and the 
\ iunfhine of Chrift and his apoftles : therefore let me be- 
feech you not to deceive your own fouls, vainly ima- 
gining that realbn has apt been enlightened by re- 
velation. 

Well 
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Well might St. Paul fay, " That this is a faithful 
*• faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jefu§ 
*♦ Chrift came into the world to fave fmners," i Tim. 
i. 15. 

« 

How infignificant and taftlefs are all the refined dif- 
coveries of philofophy, compared to this (ingle divine 
dectaration ! Therefore St. Paul came to an excellent de- 
termination, built on a folid foundation, " Not to know 
kny thing fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified,** i 
Cor. ii. 2. Chrift crucified will be the divine theme, 
which viftofious* fouls will be contemplating on to all 
eternity. This cures the foul of all its maladies and diftem* 
pers : other knowledge makes niens minds flighty, gicidj^^ 
and unft^ady : this fettles and compofes them. Other 
knowledge is apt to fwell mankind with high conceits 
and opinions of their own abilities : this brings them to 
thejuft apprehenfion of themfelves, makes them meek 
and lowly in heart. Other knowledge leaves mens hearts 
as they found them; This changes them and makes [ 
them better. 



Such a tranlcendent excellency is there in the know* 
ledge of Chrift Jefus our lord. Therefore good old Sime- 
pn, as foon as he faw him, proclaimed God's falvation, 
who was to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, by difcor- 
vering to them righteoufnefs and true holinefs, and tp' be 
the glory of the people Ifrael, 

/ 

If you will carefully exramine the doftrine? and pre- 
cepts of the golpel, you will find them- to have « ten- 

D dency 
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dcncy to make mankind comfortable in this life, and to 
render them compleatly happy after death. Read the 
New Teftament with a candid dilpofition, and you wifl 
6nd throughout the whole, that both the affirmative and 
negative precept have this tendency; the affirmative 
commanding, holineis in general, inculcating one or 
more particular virtues or habits, or means and helps to 
the acquiring, fupporting or increafing them ; fuch as 
reading, hearing the word of God, pravpr, meditation, 
a good confcience, watchfulnefs agauuttemptations, . 
avoiding the occafions of evih 

The negative precepts of the golpel do forbid the 
contrary, to feme or other of thofe duties either direftly 
or indireftly, immediately or mediately, in its own na- 
ture, or by reafon of fome circumftance, to the deprava- 
tion of our fouls in rendering us wicked, or in fomedegree 
or other lefs holy ; for there is not any thing in itfelf in 
all refpefts innocent or harmkfs that is forbidden ; and 
there is not one thing commanded, that is not upon its 
own account,^ or fome one or other account, greatly for 
our advantage, ornamenting human nature, raifing iti 
dignity towards her original reftitude, even to the 
higheft degree of perfection. 

If thefe aflertions are true, which I will loon demon- 
ftrate to every rational mind, you muft acknowledge 
the religion of the blefled Jefus comes from God only, 
becaufe God is the origin of all goodnefe; who is 
goodnefs itfelf, all perfeftion ; confequently any difco- 
very which hath a tendency to promote godlikenefs in 
any of hi$ rcalonable creatures, who were originally made 

after 
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l&cr his own likencfe, muft neccffarily come from him^ 
confequendy it muil be well plealing to him that all his 
reafonable creatures attend to it as his voice, and obey 
it as his command 

The clearer any difcovery of the divine mind and will 
is communicated to mankind, a more near refemblance 
of it muft rea£>nably, yea nece0arily, be expe&ed by 
him from us. 

When one of the fcribes perceived the bleffed Jelus 
anfwered the fadduces, relating to die rcfurrefiion lo 
well, he enquired of him which was the firft command- 
ment of all. The bleffed Jefus informed him, the firft of 
bU the commandments is this : *' Hear, O Ifra^el, the 
iiord our God is one L<yd ; and thou fhall love the 
^ Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
** and with all thy mind, and with all thy ftrength/* 
This is the firft commandment, and the fecond is like, 
namely this, " Thou (halt love thy neighbour as thyfelf/' 
'^ There is none other commandment greater than thcfe,'* 
Mark xil 28 to 35, To love God with all our heart, 
with all our foul, with all our mind, and with all our 
ftrength, is to love him in the greateft degree poffible, 
and with every power, faculty and ability we are in- 
vefted with. This is the firft principle both of natural 
and revealed religion. The blefled Jefus told the fcribe 
the fecond was like it, but did not fay equal to it, 
though the duty is of the fame authority, of the fame 
need. For as no one can be faved without the love of 
God, fo neither can any one be faved without the lore 
of their neighbour : the lupremacy of our love un- 
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€oubtedIy is due to God, and the greatcft fervency of all 
our affeftions, and our thoughts and defires, ought ever 
to be towards him, our minds and underftandings me^ 
ditating on him, our wills voluntarily choofing him, and 
delighting to obey him. 

To love God fupremely is to love him without any 
Inanner of reftridtion, above all degree, and is a duty 
of fuch abfolute neceflity, and fo indilpenfibfei that he 
himfelf cannot exempt us from the obligation of it. So 
long as he is God, and we are dependent creatures, we 
fhall always lie under a natural and neceflary obligation 
to love and obey him. 

,. ^This therefore is the greateft commandment, and our 
ahigheft duty. And we are certain that when faith (hall 
»be turned into vifion, and hope into fruition, that love 
to God will then be in its greateft perfeftion, or be 
•compleated in enjoyment. 

To love our neighbour as ourfelves, is to^ be under- 
ftood after the Uke manner that we lovfi.4>urfelves ; 
but not in the fame degree, tho' with the ianie kind of 
love that we love ourfelves. As we loVe ourfelves 
freely and readily, fincerely and unfeignedly, tenderly, 
compaffionately, and conftantly ; fo fhould we love our 
neighbour alfo. Though we love him not as much as 
we love ourfelves, yet we ought to love him as truly 

/ as we love ourfelves. Therefore love to God, our neigh-- 

I bour, and felves, are things infeparable. 

There is no command in divine revelation which ex- 
prelles a man fhould love himfelf j for the light of 

nature 
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nature diftates, and the law of nature obliges every 
man lb to do ; it being an innate principle in him, 
planted by his Creator ; and indeed felf-love and felf- 
prlfervation is a natural inftindt in all creatures, pe- 
culiarly in mankind. But the fublimeft of all the 
chriftian virtues and graces confifts in univerfal gpod- 
nefs ; a difinterefted love apd affeftion to all mankind 
in the greateft degree poffible. 

The complete and perfeft pattern of this divine vir- 
tue is Chrift himfelf, who, in his moft incomparable 
fermon on the mount, inftrufted all thofe whp were wil- 
ling to become his real and genuine difciples, " to love 
*' their enemies ; to blefs thofe that curs'd them ; to do 
** good to them that hated them ; to pray for them 
^* which delpitefully ufed them, and perfecuted them,^'^ 
Matth. v. 44. 

This is the refined religion of the blefled Jclus, and 
what he inculcated on all thofe who would become his» 
difciples indeed. Thi« is the liiblime religioi\ he pradHf. 
ed, both living and dying, and in the moft: perfe£t 
manner pofTible. 

Let me alk you now in the name of tmth and good- 
nefs, does natural religion teach thefe godlike virtues 
^d graces in the like manner ? No, nq. And befides, 
U there not too much of a diflike and averfion to them 
in human nature ? 

How do you find yourfelves dilpofed towards them ^ 
are thefe fublime dodrines confonant to your reafon ? 
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and docis y6ur feafon inftruft you to put them in pf a^-' 
ti'fe?-— Isit poffible to learn this religion from the 
moft refined maidms of the wifeft of mankind among 
the heathen philofophers ? No, no, you muft acknow- 
ledge that all the moft purified philofophy in all agei 
of the world put together, could never have taught 
mankind to " love their enemies, to blefs thofe that 
** curs*d them ; to do good to thofe that hated them ; 
** to pray for thofe that defpitefuUy ufed them, and 
" perfecuted them," Matth. v. 44. 

I hope the eyes of your underftandings begin no^ 
to be opened ; and that you are fenfible what infinite 
obligations mankind ard under to the only begotten 
Son of God, the brightnefs of his Father's glory, the 
exprefs image of his perfon, and whom the angels 
worftiip. 

That Deity fllould humble himfelf fo aftoniftiingly 
*s to take on him human nature, and become man, by 
being born of a poor virgin^ tod live on earth for 
n time, in order to propagate thefe glorious doftrines 
for the good and benefit of poor mortals, by his moft 
excellent inftruftions and example ! Let me eameftly 
befeech you, as reafonable and accountable creatures, 
to hearken and attend to them* Liften to fhofe in- 
ftru6Hons with that awfijinefs and folemnity, as you 
would if God Ipake vocally from heaven to yoUi 
Hark, God ipeaks, " Love your enemies.** 



Here the inward affeftion of your foul is required, 
as well as the outward behaviour of common civility : 

Blefs 
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«* Blefs them that curie you.'* There outward civility 
md affability is required, as well as inward affedion. 
** Dq good to them that hate you. Here all a6ts of 
kindnefe and real benefit, on every occafion, are required 
of us, to be done to our moft implacable enemies. 
** Pray for them that defpitefully ufe you, and perie- 
*^ cute you:" that Is, fuch peribns as may be poflelBed of 
the greateft degree rf enmity that can be, fuch as in- 
cludes malice, revenge and cruelty, of the moft malig- 
nant kind poifible, we are to fhow no ill will towardt 
them; but on the contrary fuch a good will, as ta 
pray fincerdy for them. 

The blefled author of this fublime religion not only 
proclaimed thefe heavenly divine dpftrines to the ears 
of mankind, but exemplified them in his own prac- 
tice, in the moft perfeft and complete manner, to his 
dying moment, even while his moft inveterate and im- 
placable enemies were murdering him, by putting him 
to the cruel, painful death of the crofs, nailing his 
bleffed hands and feet thereto, piercing his facred fide 
with a ipearj letting out his moft precious, inva- 
luable blood, John xix. 34. 

I Notwithftanding all this unparalelled and Ihocking 
I barbarity, he cried out faying, " Father, forgive them, 
I *' for they know not what they do," Luke xxiii. 34. / 
jieaving us an example, that we fhould follow his fteps^ 
" who did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
** Who when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when 
" he fuffered he threatened not, butaa^igjitted bjmfelf 
** to him that judgeth righteouHy : who his own 

*' felf 







-** ielf bare our fins in his own body on the tree, thif 



*' we being dead to fin, (hould live unto righteoufiiefs, 
" by whofe llripes we are healed/' i Pet. ii. 21 to 25, 

Let us reafon now on this moft important, felf-inte- 
refting fubjeft. Can any of the human race that are 
in their fenfes imagine, that this Jefus of Nazareth was 
an impoftor, a hypocritical wicked man ? Was it poflible 
for him, if he was not more than man, to encounter 
with fuch ^diabolical malice, and bear liich cruelty with 
fo much patience, long fuffering, and goodnels, as he 
did, even fo as to p ray for his very murderers ? Surely 
flelh and blood is not equal to ttusr 

Refle6t ; confider, if he was not that very perfon 
whom he fo frequendy declared himfelf to be, (" Chrift 
*' the fon of the living God, who came forth from 
*' the Father, and who thought it not robbery to be 
^. *' equal with him, who dwelt in the Father, and the 
^ ^' Father in him") he muft be the very vileft of im- 
poftors, a blaiphemer in the higheft degree poflible. 
But your reafon muft inform you to the contrary. If 
you will fincerely and thoroughly weigh all the cir- 
cumftances relatJhg to his birth, life, death, refurrec- 
tion, and afcenfion, you will have the higheft reafon 
to believe, that he was not only an exceeding good 
man, but Deity united to humanity; ftridly and pro- 
perly God arid Man. Therefore be no longer faithlefs^ 
but believing. •• 

In order to animate, and quicken, to encourage, 
and engage mankind to that moft exalted, amiable duty 
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X>£ loviiig their enemies, the blefled Jcfiis propocmcb 
the example of God himfelf for their imitation, 
*« who maketh his lun to rife on the evil and ort 
^* the good, and fendeth rain on the juft and unjiift,*i-^^ 
Matt. V. 45 • Therefore the blefled Jefus muft be un- 
derftood to mean, by becoming the children of our 
heavenly father, his ^iritual children by regeneration ; 
that they may know and experience that they art 
his adopted children^ by their likenefs to him and 
imitation of him. For the very beft evidence man- 
kind pan have of their being his Spiritual children, 
is by their conformity to his moll holy laws, particu- 
larly in thofe brilliant properties of univerfal love and 
goodnefs, kindnefs and forgivenels. 

We daily and hourly find that God doth good to 
them that live without him in the world j that is, 
^ho have him not in all their thoughts, unlefs it be 
with irreverence, when they blalpheme, and take his 
moft facred and holy name in vain, having not the 
fear of God. That neidier pray to him, or praife. 
him for any of his mercies, bleflings, and comforts of 
life; though he is continually fending them his en- 
livening beneficial liin, and fruitful, refncfhing, cool- 
ing rain, axfd permitting them to enjoy perfeft health 
andftrength, peace and plenty, faring fiimptuoufly 
every day: " yet they make gold their hope, and 
" have faid to the fine gold, thou art- my confi- 
** dence 5 arid rejoice becaufe their wealth is great, 
** and becaufe their hand have gotten much : who 
" are the enemies of the crofs of Chrift, whofe 
" end is deftruftion, whofe .God is their beJly, and. 
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•* whofc glory Is their fliamc ; who mind 'tattUf 
?* things, Philip, iiu i8, 19. who defpife the poor, Jamef 
** ii. 6. Having rcfpeft to perfons,** ver. 9. There* 
fore the blefled Jefus gives z reafon why chriiHans 
fhould not be fi) mean-fpirited as to confine their love 
to thofe who only loved them, and be complaifasit and 
obliging to thofe who were lb to them. " If ye love 
" them which love you, (fays he) what rcwju-d have ye ? 
" Do not even the publicans the fame ; if ye felute your 
brethren only, what da ye more than others ? do 
not even the publicans fo ?" Matt. v. 46, 47. A^ 
if the blefled Jefos had laid. Heathens by the light of 
nature are inclined to love thofe who love them, yea 
publicans, and even the veiy word of finners do fo : 
but [my religion inftrufts you in more noble and ge- 
nerous principles; " I fay unto you love your ene- 
** mies/* All mankind univerfally, without excep- 
tion* 

Love for love is only common juftice, reciprocal 
civility ; but love for no love is favour and kindneis ; 
and love for hatred and enmity, is divine goodnefs, 
a moft glorious difoofition ; godlikenefs, which has a 
tendency to render mankind illuftrious on earth, and 
glorious in heaven. Therefore this exalted religion is to 
be learnt only from the fublime precepts of thegofpel. 

But alas, alas, if we confider all the denominati« 
ons of chriftians in every chriflian country, as one 
community, to our grief and unfpeakable Ihame it 
muft be acknowledged, litde, very little of this God- 
like, Chrift-Uke religion, is praftifed among the ger 
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fterality of thcrfe who pall thcmfdvcs by the holy tnd 
moft venerable name of chriftians j yea, even among 
many who make the higheft profeffions of it. 

On the contrary, how frequently among fuch is 
there to be found, luke-warm love, coldnefs and in- 
difference, fhynefs and unfbciableneis, haughtinefs and 
pride, variance and ftrife, enmity and hatred ? yea 
even fi'ecfaently amongft relations andprofefled friends j 
pftentimes occafioned by a litde mifunderftanding of 
one another, each a£ting agreeable to their private 
ientiments or judgment of thhigs, and varying from 
each other, which is occafioned by one caufe or cir- 
cumftance or other, not knowable by each, and by 
perceiving and viewing of things in different lights, 
confcquently afting on different principles and mo- 
tives ; fome through ignorance, fome for felfiih views, 
others for more generous views ; fome to pkafe their 
fellow mortals, others to pleafe Almighty God. 

What a number of profefTiog chriftians is to be 
found, who are fo narrow ipirited and mean, as to 
confine their love to little fe£ts and parties ; and from 
thofc unchriftian fprings flows that bitternefs of ipi- 
rit, wliich difcovers itfelf by one party's uncharitable 
cenfures, and unchriftian behaviour to the other. 

The ill eflcAs, for inftance, of demons for repre- 
fentatives in parliament in England, for moft of our 
boroughs, towns, and ctttes, moft lamentably teftifics 
the truth of this obfervation. 
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If real chriftian principles governed mankindr 
and a true catholic fpirit reigned, (not a papift 
Ipirit) how happy would niankind in general find 
themfclves to what they now are! We fliould then 
live heaven-like. For this caufe, the blefled Jefos 
has commanded us, " to be perfeft even as our 
*' Father which is in heaven is pcrfeft." Matt. v. 
48. That is, we ought to endeavour, to the very 
utmoft of our power, to make all the chriftian he- 
roic virtues and divine graces compleat and perfeft, 
in being Very careful, in exerciling of them minutely 
in every fituation and circumftance of life, ever 
having the honour and glory of God, and the good 
J of our fellow-creatures at heart. 

To be perfed as our heavenly father, in the ftrift- 
cft literal fenfe, is impoffible, as to degree and equar 
lity. " Behold, he putteth no truft in his faints ; yea 
*' the heavens are not clean in his fight. Job xv. 
** 15. And his angels he chargeth with folly,'* Job 
iv. 18. The original word rendered in St. Mat- 
thew's golpel perfed. Matt. v. 48. is in St. Luke's 
\\ rl go^el rendered merciful, Luke vi. 36. denoting 

p that charity is the very perfection of all chriftian 

!/ graces. 
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Thofe who are by the rich favour and grace of 
God become perfed in love, are perfed in all di- 
vine graces in God's account. Therefore, in order 
to be a throughout compleat chriftian, fo as to ob- 
tain eternal falvation, we are to prefs forward toward 
the mark of perfedion, " for the prize of the high 

*' calling 
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** calling of God in Chrift Jefus,** Philip, iii. 14, i^. 
B^caufe the blefled Jefus's religion demands of us 
hot only holinels in our words and aftions, but alfo 
holinefs in our thoughts and affections, for all fin- 
cere chriftians are to " worlhip God in ^irit and 
** in truth, for God fedceth luch to worihip him/' 
John iv. 23. Therefore liich perfons as are poflefled of 
• 2, right frame and dilpofition, both of heart and mind ; 
tfieir thoughts muft be pure and holy, not cherifli- 
ing or indulging any fin ; for the purity and Ipiritu- 
ality of the law of Chrift, condemns Ipeculative wan- 
tonnefs, equal with praftical uncleannefs, and forbids not 
only the outward aftion, but the fecret purpofe and 
intention, and firft out-goings of the Ibul, after un- 
lawfiil objefts. For the blefled Jefus has pofitively de- 
clared, " that whofoever looketh on a woman to 
" luft after her, hath committed adultery already with 
** her in his heart,'* Matt. v. 28. He has alfo pro- 
nounced malice equal to murder, and coveting and 
defrauding, and an inordinate love to this world's 
goods, equal to the fin of procuring them by un- 
juftifiable means; therefore the blefled Jelus has 
commanded us, " that if our right eye or right 
*' hand offend us, to pluck it out, and cut it off,** 
Matt. V. 29, 30. Which words cannot, by any rea-^ 
Ibnablc mind, be underftood in the literal fcnfe of the 
cxpreflion, as if the blefled, tender-hearted, compafli- 
onate Jefus had commanded us to defbroy our bodi- 
ly members, which are {o ufeftil and beneficial, to ren- 
der our lives comfortable, and indeed fo neceflary to 
fo many millions, that they could not get dieir bread 
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by the fwcat of their brow^ without the ufe of thenu 
Therefore we muft underftand thefe our bleffed Lord's 
commaads in a {piritual fenfe, which is to mortify 
the luft of the fleflij and the luft of the eye, which 
otherwife will prove a very dangerous fnare to the 
foul. When therefore we find the view of an* en&ar- 
ing obje<5t will inflame us, we muft make " a cove- 
*^ nant with our eyes," Job xxxi. i. fo as not 
to look on it, which will anfwer the fame end as if 
our eyes were out. 

The fureft and fafeft method mankind can take, in 
order to be kept from the outward aft of fin is, 
(through the grace of God) to mortify their inward 
afFedions and love to it, which would be ah infallible 
method of deftroying of it in the root, before it 
iprings up ; and when our inward afieftions are mor- 
tified, and we have an abfolute averfion to vicious in* 
clinations, the organs of our bodily fight, and the ufe 
of our hmbs may be preferved, by reafon they will 
be no longer weapons of fin, but inftruments of right- 
coulhefs unto holinefs. Therefore a fedate, fober, 
thinking mind, will acknowledge that there is a great 
deal of reafon or caufe why their very thoughts and 
inward workings of their mind, ftiould be under fome 
laws and reftraints. 

Diforderly, wicked thoughts and aSe£iioQS, are the 
immediate corrupters of our natural facuiijes ; there- 
fore it is equally requifite, in order for mankind to be- 
come holy, that their thoughts fliould come under fub- 
jeftion, as well as words and aftions. The bleffed Je- 
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lbs ha^ng dfibred us, that out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth fpeaketh ; ^^ that a good many 
out of the good treafure of his heart, bringeth forth 
good things, and an evil man, out of the evil trea- 
** fure of his heart, bringeth forth evil things," Matt, 
xii. 34, 35. The heart could not receive it, unleft 
the .. thoughts conveyed it. Therefore it is extremely 
evident, that reftraints againfl: wicked words and 
anions would be of little or no fervice, if mankind 
was left at liberty as to their thoughts and affe(5tion^. 
For inftance, would it not be of little or no fignifi* 
cadon to command mankind not to do evil, if it 
was lawful for them to think of evil, and {o be in- 
duced to the love of it ? The thoughts of fin may be 
very fignificantly compared to afparkof fire, which 
if not immediately extinguUhed, but nourifhed, will 
ibon burft out in a flame : from the abundance of 
die heart the mouth will ipeak, and very firequendy 
f:aufe the eyes, hands> and feet to aA. 

If you bdieved in divine revelation, the infallible 
declarations of the holy fpirit, I could give you ibme 
excellent IJ)iritual counfel deduced from thence, 
wlrich would be a happy means of putting you iA 
pofleffion of good thoughts and defires, and to ex- 
tricate evil ones. Being now extremely willing that 
you all ftiould embrace the word of God, and i^ecome 
real chriftians, the difciples indeed of the bleffed Je- 
fits, I will lay bdfore you a few choice maxims ex- 
ceeding well wordi your notice and obfervation, for 
jdie happy government of your thoughts, words, and 
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anions'; which is, to .follow the example of the f-oy^ 
penitent, holy David, a man after God's own he^. 
Ads xiii. 22. Who made a refolution, " to take, 
** heed to his ways, that he finned not with his 
*' tongue, by keeping his mouth with a bridle, 
'* Pfalm xxxix. i. . Who delighted in God's ftatutes, 
" and forgot not his word, Pfalm cxix. 16. That 
** he thought on his ways, and turned his feet un- 
•* to his teftimonies, and made hafte and delayed 
not to keep his commandments, ver. gg^ 60. O 
how love I thy law ! it is my meditation all the 
day. Thou, through thy commandments, haft made 
** me wifer than mine enemies •, for they are ever with 
*' me, ver. 97, 98. Thy word is a lamp unto my 
** feet, and a light unto my path, ver. 105. I hate 
vain thoughts, but thy law do I love, ver. 113. 
Therefore I love thy commandments above gold ; 
yea, above fine gold ; therefore I efteem all thy pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be right ; and I 
hate every falfe way, ver. 127, 128. Thy word 
is very pure, therefore thy fcrvant loveth it, yen 
" 140. Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that 
I might meditate in thy word, ver. 14?. Thy 
word is true from the beginning, and every one 
of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever, ver. 
1 60. I hate and abhor lying, but thy law do I 
" love. Seven times a day do I praife thee, becaufe 
of thy righteous judgments. Great peace have they 
which love thy law, and nothing fhall offend them, 
ver. 163, 164, 165, For bleffed is he whofe de- 
light is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 

" doth 



C( 






cc 
-cc 



[ 33 3 

*« doth he meditate day and night; for he (hall be 
** like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 
'* bringeth forth his fruit in ftafon ; his leaf alfo Ihall 
*' not wither, and whatfoever he doeth fhall profper." 
Pfalm i. 2, 3. If you will exercifq your thoughts 
as the royal Pfalmift did, and delight to meditate on 
the word of God, " your thoughts will be eflablilhed, 
Prov. xvi. 3. 

The purity and excellenqr of the blefled Jefus*s reli-^ 
gion required of us not only good thoughts, words and 
anions, but that we fhould think, fpeak and aft from 
good principles; *' not as pleafing men, but God, 
** which trieth our hearts," i Theff. ii. 4. Therefore 
*' whether we eat or drink, or whatfoever we do, to 
*' do all to the glory of God, i Cor. x. 3 1 . Not hav- 
** ing men*s perfons in admiration, becaufe of advan- 
*' tage, Jude xvi. But in any wife to rebuke our neigh- 
*' hour, and not fufFer fin upon him, Lev. xix. 17. 

That every man may pleafe his neighbour for his 

good to edification," Rom. xy. 2. 

But the fafliionable way of th/e world is to pleaie 
their neighbour, if it is to their hurt ; elpeciaily if 
they poflibly can receive the leaft: benefit and ad- 
vantage thereby : not feeking their wealth, but their 
own ; not feeking diem but theirs, direftly oppofite 
both to. the command and example of St Payl, re- 
corded I Cor. X. 24. 2 Cor. xii. 14. The author of 
the Hebrews has direfted us to " confider one another ; 
** to provoke unto love and good works," Heb, x. 24. 
To confidet" one another, is to be unjierftood to watch 
over one another. This exhortation refpefts both 

the virtues and vices mankind are fubjeft to, and 
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likewife their tcttiptations and dangers ; wKich tcmpta-- 
tions and dangers flicws the ncceflity of all thofc mu- 
tual duties of warning, exhorting, and adnfionifhing 
one another. 

It is very much to be lamented that thefe beneficial 
duties are fo generally negleSbed? and indeed almoft 
loft amongft chriflians ; and with them the vital parc^ 
the glory of the chriftian religion, departed from us. 
This is required of the difciples indeed of the blefled 
Jefus, as we may learn from Philip, ii. 4. and Heb. x« 
14. That the confideration, obfervation, and mutual 
watch of chriftians over each other, and alio exhorta- 
tion and encouragement unto gofpd duties, is necefla- 
rily required as a ipecial means for their prefervation 
in the true chriflian faith. 

The duty commanded is to proyoke, and be pro- 
voked, unto love and good works : for that is no true 
evangelical faith, which is feparated from love : and 
that is no true love that is feparated from any afts of kind- 
nefs, benevolence, and doing good on all occafions when 
opportunity prefents, elpecially to the houlhold of faith. 
Gal. vi. 9y 10. The grand end of chriftian communion 
was intended to excite and ftir up to love, which ought 
to be the glorious fpring, and uncorrupted fountain of all 
good works, it being the genuine fruit and eflFeft of 
our unfeigned love to God. This is to aft from right 
principles and motives ; to make the honour and glory 
of God our grand aim, our ultimate end in all our de- 
fires and wiflies,* in all our intentions and determina- 
tions, in all our words and adions. 

A real 
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A real chriftian will perform all his natural a<5Uon3 
to ipiritual purpofes, for ipiritual ends : he will not 
only be very thankful while he is refrelhing his body 
with his daily food ; but he will have an eye, that by 
thofe bleflings of refrefhrnent he may be ftrengthened 
and enabled thereby for ferving of God, both with his 
body and Ipirit, in all the aftions of human life, be- 
caufe he well knows, that to do all to the honour and 
glory of God, as he is inftruded, is applicable to 
every kind of aftion. Therefore St. Peter hath com- 
manded chriftiansj ** to gird the loins of their mind, 
•* to be Ibber, and hope to the end, for the grace that 
•*is to be brought unto them by the revelation of 
** /elus Chrift, as obedient children, not falhioning 
*' themfelves, according to the former lufts in their 
*' ignorance, but as Chrift, which hath called them 
** is holy ; fo they are to be holy in all manner of 
" converfation, becaufe it is written, be ye holy, for I 
*' am holy,'* i Peter i. 13 to 17. 

Chriftians are not only to make God the pattern x>£ 
their holinels, but the grand motive to it, he being the 
perfcdbion of holineife. 

The veiy firft man God created was in his own 
likeneis, refembling him in purity and hglinefs : 
but man foon diverted himfelf of it, by difregard- 
ing God's law, and thereby became the original 
caufe of all the unholinels in his pofterity ; the foun- 
tain being corrupted, the ftreams became polluted. 
" Doth the fountain fend forth at the fame place fweet 
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^* water and bitter ? Can die fig-tree, my brethren, bear 
*** olive-berries ? either a vine figs ? fb can no fbun- 
" tain both yield fait water and frefh, Jam. iii. ii, 12. 
" Therefore all mankind by nature are corrupt, ane all 
" together become filthy, Pf. xiv. i. 3. and therejfoite by 
" nature are the children of wrath," Eph. ii, 3. Which 
was the reafon the bleffed Jeftis told Nicodemus, " That 
" except a man be bom again, he cannot fee the king- 
" dom of God," John iit. 3. Therefore St. Paul afluresus, 
that thofe who are unconverted, " their underftandingB 
are darkened, being alienated from the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of 
the blindnefs of their heart,'* Eph. iv. i8. Thofe 
who have a vital faith in Chrift, have put off, 
concerning the former converfation, '* the old mah 
which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lufts, 
and are renewed in the fpirit of their mind ; and, 
^' have put *on the new man, which, after God, is 
*' created in tighteoufriefs and true holinefe^** ver. 22, 

23j 24. 

True godlinefs is godlikenefs ; feal holinefs is the 
conformity of our nature to the holy nature of God ; 
the conformity of our lives to the will of God, which 
was the grand embaffy of the bleffed Jefus*s coming 
into the world, as very evidently appears by all his? 
divine doftrines. Therefore every unprejudiced ratio- 
nal mind muft acknowledge that there is fuch an intrin- 
fic value in them, which, if they were engraven on 
mens hearts, and praftis*d in their lives, they would 
refemble God in all his imitable perfeftions. And 
from hence it is exceeding clear and apparent, that the 

bleflcd 
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I 

bkijed Jefus fought the honour and glory of God,, 
^d not his own : for *' he came down from hea- 
** ven not to do his own will, but the will of him 
^* that fcnt him ; therefore the fame is tiue, John vi. 38. 
*^ and no unrighteoufnefs is in him,** John vii. i8^ ' 

"When he told the Jews that the doftrine he delivered 
was not his own^ (he mull be underftood to fpeak as a, 
man ; for thoft he was fpeaking to looked on him na 
mpre thaa to be a mere man) his doftrii>e was not of his, 
own inventing and devifing, as a map : it was no con- 
trivance merely of his own, becaufe he was, commilV 
fSoned by God, whofe ambaflador and great prophet 
Re was. Therefore he prefcribed to mankind an infalli- 
ble rule, whereby, they might be certainly affured whe^ 
ther die doftrine he preached was from God or not ; 
which was, that if any perfon endeavoured to do the will, 
of God in the bell planner they were capable qfy ac^ 
cording to their knowledge, thqy Ihould be convinc- 
ed of the doftrine^ and its truth. The bleffed Jelus's 
feeking the glory of God, and not his own, defir- 
ing no applaufe of mankind, is an undoubted evi- 
dence and proof to every unprejudiced mind, that his 
doftrine was from heaven. He therefore mull be 
true, and " no unrighteoufnefs in him," John vii. 1 8, 
Therefore be not faithlcfs but believing. 

Let me earneftly befeech youi, widi aj;i hoQeft up^* 
right mind, ferioufly to refleft on the whole tenor and 
deflgn of his life and doftrines, and you will find them 
one continued feries of holinefs and goodnefs : travelling 
up and down the world, not in a pompous ftation of 
Ufe, but on the contrary, in a humble low conditiorj, 
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very defpicable in the fight of the greateft part of man- 
kind : always doing good, either to the bodies or Ibuli 
of men, without refpcd of perfons, rich and poor^ 
good and bad, of any profeffion or religion, without 

diftinftion. 

If you will ftriftly examine the mo^al or meaning of 
every parable and faying he uttered, you will find fome 
one thing or other in each greatly conducing to inftil 
holinefs and goodnefs into all whom he ever ^oke. 
to, readily and chearfuUy embracing every opportu- 
nity thereunto ; even turning their wicked thoughts, 
their ill defigned fpeeches, for their edification and im- 
provement, their profit and advantage. 

Witnefs, when fome of them interrupted him in 
his preaching, by telling him that his mother and 
brethren wanted to fpeak to him, he anfwered an*faid 
unto them, " Who is my mother, and who are my 
** brethren ? and he ftretched forth his hand towards 
'' his difciples, and faid, Behold my mother, and my 
" brethren : for whofoever fhall do the will of my 
** father which is in heaven, the fame is my brother, 
" and fifter, and mother," Matth. xii. 47 to 50. which 
moft gracioufly difcovers to us, how exceeding dear to 
him obedient chriftians are ; and that he prefers his 
fpiritual kindred before his natural. 

Alliance by faith is much more valued by him than 
alliance by blood; confequcntly Ipiritual regeneration 
bringeth mankind into a more honourable relation to 
Chrifl, than natural generation. 

Witr tCs 
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Witneis alfo, wl>en his difciples had been dilputing 
one with anodier, who of them fhould be greateft in 
the kingdom of heaven, inftead of upbraiding them 
for their needkls ambitious enquiries about precedency 
and preheminence, which of them fhould come to the 
higheft dignity and honour, he makes ufe of this oc- 
cafion to inculcate the neceffity of humility on them, 
and becoming children, and as free from ambition as 
thoie who afFefted nothing of precedency or fuperiority. 

From whence we may learn, that thofe who are dig* 
nified with church preferments, who have the greateft 
titles of honour and profit, ought to be adorned with 
the loweft degree of humility, and be ien/jble they are 
laid under the greateft obligations to be the moft emi- 
nently ufeful and ferviceable in the promoting and en- 
cour^ng of real vital religioa. 

The bleflcd Jefus alTures his difciples, that " wholo- 
** ever Ihould receive a child in his name, receiveth 
** him; and whofoever Ihould receive him, receiveth 
*' him that fent him 5 for he that was leaft among them, 
:'* the famefliall be great," Luke ix. 48. That is, thofe 
who h^vc the moft humbling thoughts of themfclves, 
and who difcovcr it by their aftions, in doing the moft 
mortifying felf-denying deeds of kindnefs and goodnefs, 
in the fmalleft degree, to any of their fellow creatures, 
in the name and for the fake of the blefled Jefus, fhall 
be valued by him and his father, as if it was done to 
them, Markix. 37, Luke ix. 48. 

E 4 When, 



[ 40 ] 

When a woman, out of a great zeal, lifted up her 
voice and faid unto him, ** Blefled is the womb that 
*' bare thee, and the paps which tliou haft fucked,** 
Luke xi. 27 ; he moft gracioufly inftrufted her and 
the audience in the great privileges and bleffings of 
thofe who were favoured with divine revelation, which 
were much fuperior to any other external advantages 
whatever ; " Yea rather, (fays our Lord) ^efled are 
*^ they that hear the word of God, and keep it," ver. 
28. that is, much more blefTed are thofe that bare him 
in their hearts by faith, who live his commandments. 

The bleflednefs of an obedient believer is (liperior to 
any advantages whatfoever. 

When Martha interrupted him with a frivolous com- 
plaint with refpeft to her fifter, ibout the trifling con- 
cerns of this life, he very cordially reproved her for 
her over folicitude about worldly affairs, which were of 
little or no confequence, reminding her of the abfolute 
necefllty of caring for her precious and immortal foul, 
" the one thing needful,'* which her fifter had fecured 
invincible, impregnable ; « Martha, Martha, thou art 
" careful and troubled about many things, but one 
*^' thing is needftil, and Mary hath chofe that good 
'' part which fhaU not be taken from her,- Luke x. 

.Z!^' '''^^" '"^"J''"'^ '^^' '^^y fl^o^ld be neither 
^d or afhamed of the difpleafure of any of their 
triends or acquaintance, to reprove their failings in the 

fpirit 
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{pint of meeknefs, for their ipiritual benefit- and adr 

vantage. 

No doubt Mardia was an honeft, well meaning 
friendly woman, yea, a pious good woman, beloved 
of the ble0ed Jelus, notwithftanding flie is reproved by 
him« 

He does not find fault with her for her good nature 
and generofity, but for her over anxiouiheis and 
carking care, her perplexity : that her affedions were 
too much fet on earthly enjoyments, infinitely in- 
ferior to her fpiritual intereft, to the negleft of the one 
thing needful, her foul. 

When the fiiperftitious phariiees made a great won- 
der at our Lord's not walhing before dinner, he took an 
occafion to reprimand them for their moft abominable 
hypocritical outfide righteoufnefs, to their fhamefiil neg- 
left of moral reftitude and fubftantial goodneis, which 
was of abfolute neceflity ; who told them, " They made 
clean the outfide of the cup and the platters, but 
their inward part was fiiU of ravening and wicked- 
nels : they tythe mint and rue, and all manner of 
" herbs: the lefler things, neglefting the eflentials; 
paffing over judgment and the love of God. Thefc 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
** undone," Matth. xxiii. 23. 

Again, when one of his audience defired him to Ipeak 
to his brother, to^ivide his temporal eftate with him, he 
took the opportunity to difcourfc againft the prevailing 
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fin of covetouihefs, dUTwading him from fetdng Iiis heart 
on earthly riches, afluring him, the happinefs of man's 
life confifted not in the abundance which he pofiefled, 
but in the rational enjoyment of them, fublervient to 
ipiritual purpolies ; they being of a very uncertain con- 
tinuance, at the beft of a periflfiing nature : therefore 
he takes occafion to difcover to him the ill confequence 
of placing any expeftations of enjoyment and happi- 
nefs in them. The lofs of one lingle breath fniftrating 
all future expeftations from them ; therefore he counfels 
mankind principally to regard their grand interefi, 
** Seek ye firft the kingdom of God and his righteouf- 
** nefs, and all thcfe things fliall be added unto you,'* 
Matt. vi. 33. 

But the common way of the world is to be anxious 
and feek for the things of an earthly duration. They 
would be very eafy and contented to feek worldly enjoy- 
ment, and to have heaven without ieeking. But the 
religion of the blefled Jeius gives mankind not the leaft 
cxpeftation of it, on tho& conditions, but difcounte- 
nances it. He inftrufts them to afk, feek, and flxive with 
the greatcft afliduity, aiTuring them fucccfe. Matt, vii. 7, 8. 

And if mankind would be but in as good earneft to 
get and fecure heavenly riches, as they are temporary, 
by making religion and the falvatlon of their fouls their 
firft and chief care, they would be abfolutely certain of 
receiving " riches and honour j durable riches and 
" righteoulhefs,** Prov. viii. 18. "A crown of glory, 
" that fadeth not away,** i Peter v. 4. And in this 
world every neccflary enjoyment would be added, as 

much 
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much as tl^e wifdom of God (who only knows) in what 
degree they ore fit and convenient for them, Luke 
xii. 31. 

When fome who were in company with him had 
made fome remarks on the dreadful and terrible cala- 
mity- that befel the Galileans, he takes occafion to pre- 
caution them againil raih judgment, and to intereft 
them in the abfolute neceflity and importance of re- 
pentance, warning them of the horrible confequence 
which would attend the negled of it, Luke xiii. i, 2, 3. 

When the blefled Jefus honoured one of the phari- 
lees to dine with him on the Sabbath, they who were 
his chief enemies, contrary to the rules of upright be** 
haviour and converfation, and real goodnefs, narrowly 
watched him, in order to make the entertainment 
become a fnare, hoping that he might do, or fay^ 
fomething whereby they might accufe him. The blefled 
Jefus knew tlieir ill defign : however, it bad not any 
influence on him, to prevent his good intentions to op- 
pojfe their fuperfHtious fentiments of religion, for whai- 
ever he had an opportunity of undeceiving mankind; 
he had no regard to the difapprobation of iuperftitious 
bigots, either with refpedt to time or place : therefwe,, 
agreeable to his wonted goodnefs and tender com- 
paflion, he took pity on one of their compai>y, who la- 
boured upder a dropfical diforder. After fpeaking to the 
lawyers and pharifees, relating to the legality of per- 
forming cures on the Sabbath day, (who became ful- 
lenly fpeechlefs) he worked a miracle, and immedi- 
ately healed him, negleding no opportunity of doing 

good^ 
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^ood» however difagreeable to hypocrites; expoifair^ 
hting w)th them on the reafonablenefs of it, propofing- 
queftions to them of a fimilar nature, parabolical re- 
prcfentations, whofe arguments were fo exceeding clear 
and convincing, that they had nothing to reply, but 
continued ftillcn and filcnt, which learns mankind tl^ae 
it muft be well pleafing to God, to do real ads of 
kindnefs, benevolence, and all poflible good on the 
Sabbath, as well as on all othef days. 

The blefled Jefus obferving the generality of their 
company (at this entertainment of the pharifees) to be 
tinftured with pride by afFefting precedency, he meekly 
inftrufted them in the amiable virtue of humility, mak-. 
ing it very evidently appear that the confequence of it 
would redound to themfelves, and be its own reward i 
and that emulation and pride would be their own down- 
iall, Luke xiv. i to 12. 

The excellent method which the blefled Jefiis pre- 
fcribcs in order for mankind to attain real honour, both 
from God and man, is to have low, humble, lelf-diffi- 
dent thoughts of themfelves i to be fenfible that all their 
onderftandings and knowledge ; all their fuperior abili- 
ties, arc but what they have received, for which reafon 
Su Paul direfts chriftians ** in lowlinefs of mind, each 
to efteem others better than themfelves,** Philip, ii. 3. 
The wifeft of all mankind has aflerted, " A man's pride 
Ihall bring him low, but honour fhall uphold the 
humble in fpirit,'* Prov. xxix. 23. and the blefled Je- 
fiis told the pharifees, *' Whofoever exalteth himfelf 
^ IhaH be abafcd j and he that humbleth himfelf (halJ 
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^'^ beexahed," Luke xiv. ii. He alfo diredled the 
chief pharifees, that when they fnade an entert^uti- 
ment for their fellow creatures, in what manner to do 
it, fb as it would be well-pleafing. to God, which 
wajs to invite poor hearts that fcarcely knew what it was 
to fare fiimptuoufly all their life-time, viz. the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, and the blind, who were real 
objefts of fympathy and companion ; which would be 
real goodnefs and godlikeneis, becaufe the blefled Jefus 
juftly obferves, it is not in their power to )^ecompence 
again. Confining of feafts to friends, brethren, kinf- 
men and rich neighbours, has no intrinfic goodnefi 
in it, for they are feofible they will invite again, and 
to return the obligation and feemihg friendfhip. But 
as to the otlier poor fouls, in their diftreflcd circum- 
ftances, it is out of their power to do it in this world : 
but their blefling will accompany their benefaftors -, for 
almighty God, their heavenly Father, who created all 
his good creatures for the ufe and benefit of mankind, 
will, at the grand and awful day of retribution, abun- 
dantly reward them for it, Luke xiv^ 12 to 15. 

Natural religion is very deficient in thefe refined 
moral doArines, therefore we are infinitely obliged to 
the blefled Jefus for them. For if all mankind, unbe- 
lievers and Ipeculative believers, would become real 
chriftians, both high and low, rich and poor, kings on 
the throne to coblers in the ftalU each one adling ac- 
cording to their different ftations and fituations in 
life, as prefcribed in the gofpel ; this world would 
become (comparatively fpeaking) a paradife, inftead of 
a cage of unclean birds, as 'tis now. Peace and 
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plenty, unity and concord, friendfhip and good neigh- 
bourhood, and unirerfal happinefs would reign on the 
whole earth, in a degree as it does in heaven. 

Then the potentates of the earth would caufe " their 
** fwords to be turned into plowftiares, their ipears into 
*' pruning hooks." Nation would not then lift up 
iword againft nation, neither have occafion to learn war 
any more j agreeable to the court prophet's predi(5lion, 
Ifa. ii. 4. . " Every man then would fit under his vine, 
*' and under his fig-tree, none making of him afraid,*' 
Mich. iv. 4. Then '' judgment would run down as 
•* waters, and righteoufnefe as a mighty ftream," Amos 
V. 24. Then " there would be no more hurling or 
*' deftroying in all Gkxi's holy mountain : for the earth 
** would be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
*^ waters cover the fea,*' Ifa. xi. 9. Then " the earth 
** would yield her increafe •, and God, even our own 
*^ God, would blefs us," Pf. Ixvii. 6. 

If all mankind would imitate the behaviour of the 
blefled Jefus, they would be bleffings to each other, 
which was the original defign of th€;ir great and good 
Creator, Prefcrver and Redeemer. 

O how fweet and engaging, lovely and inviting was 
the temper, diljpofition and behaviour of our blefled 
Lord when on earth ! enough to foften and charm 
the mod obdurate rugged heart. 

He was one of eafy accefs, of the greateft freedom 
and affability j of a moft delightful excellent difpofition, 
quite oppofite to morofenefs, churlifhnefs, and ill nature, 
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always unaflfeftedly grave and ierious j calm and fedatc^ 
Ibciable and converfible, benevolent and compaflio- 
nate, merciful and good, to the higheft degree of 
perfb£tion« 

Thofe peiibns who were frowned on by his difciples, 
and looked upon as troublefome and rude by them, were 
not fo by him ; but were moft kindly liftened to, and 
very ajSedionately received. Little children, as unwel- 
come as they were to them, were very tenderly embrac- 
ed, and even blefled by him, Mark x, 1 3 to 17. 

He was quite the oppofite to a proud, haughty, diA 
dainful i^irit ; for when he was either invited to the 
houies of the poor or the rich, the good or the bad, he 
very readily accepted their invitations ; neither did he 
elleem it as unbecoming his gravity and ferioufnefs, to 
make one at a marriage entertainment ; but was fb ex- 
ceeding good-natured and obliging as to perform a mi- 
racle, by converting water into wine for them after 
their own was exhaufted, and had well drunken, by way 
of a chearful glafi, John ii. i to 1 1 . From whence every 
ingenuous mind may learn, that the religion of the blefled 
Jefus is neither fevere nor auftere : that it does not deny 
mankind to enjoy the bountiful produdions of the 
earth, the good creatures of God, widi delight and 
plealure, to gratify their fenfes, fo as they keep within 
bounds of moderation. 

Therefore it is i^ipoffible that a rational mind 

fhould figure out a more complete religipn, to make 
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mankind comfortable in this world, and happy in the 
other, than Gbrift*s j the fublime religion of the bleffed 
Jelus. 

All the creatures of God are to be enjoyed by man- 
kind, and nothing to be refiifed, if received with 
thankful, grateful hearts, " they being fanftified by 
" the word of God and prayer, i Tim. iv. 4, 5. All 
•* Wifdom*s ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
•* her paths are peace 5 flie is a tree of life to thofe 
** that lay hold of her, and happy is every one that re- 
" taineth her,'* Prov. iii. 17, 18. which can only be 
learnt but by divine revelation. 

When James and John, two of the blefled Jefos's 
difciples, with great rage defired him to call for fire 
from heaven to confume the Samaritans for their bru- 
tifh behaviour in refufing him entertainment, with 
what mildnefs and gendenefs did he rebuke them for 
their revengful difpofition, faying thus, " Ye know not 
*' what manner of Ipirits ye are of, for the Son of man 
*' is not come to deftroy mens lives, but to fave them," 
Luke ix. gg^ 55. 

The CMidour and difpofition of the blefled Jefus to- 
wards Peter, James and John, when they difcovered by 
their behaviour fuch great unconcernednefe and in- 
difference to him, when he was approaching the very 
blackeft and moft horrible of all hours (his crucifixion) ; 
and when he defired them only to watch with him for a 
little Ipace of time, (while he retired to pray) yet could 
not prevail with them from flceping, though entreated 
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Ncvcrthelefs, (fo exceeding humane was he, a$ 
not to entertain any ill opinion of them) he only 
faid to them, " What, could ye not watch with mc 
*' one hour ?** apologifing for them, attributing it to 
their infirmity, and not to their wills ; laying, " their 
*' fpirit was willing, but the flefh was weak,** Matth. 
3cxvi. 40, 41. and notwithftanding his threefold com- 
mand to them to watch with him, they difobeyed and 
fell afleep, which, to every confiderate mind, muft ap- 
pear very aggravating, under fuch terrible circum- 
ftances as the blefled Jefus was then in. However, he 
did not in the leaft refleft on them, but told them to 
fleep on, and take their reft, for his hour was at hand ; 
that the Son of man would be betrayed into die handj 
of finners, Matth, xxvi. 4^. 

* 

This admirable lenity and behaviour of the blefled 
J eflis's to his difciples inftrufts mankind always to put 
the very beft conftmftions upon thofe aftions of their 
fellow-creatures, which are capable of other interpre- 
tations ; yea, even if by outward Appearance their con- 
duft and behaviour almoft evidence the truth of it. 

When that delpicable monfter, diat villainous tray- 
lor Judas, (his hypocritical difciple) had the unpara- 
lelled audacioufnefs to accoft him at the head of an 
armed multitude of mifcreant ruffians, one might have 
thought that that was aggravation fufficient'^ to have 
provoked Deity : but with what amazing mildnefs 
did he receive that ungrateful, diabolical piflionary, 
who only faid to him, " Judas, betrayeft thou the Son 
** of man with a kifs?" Luke xxii. 48. And when 
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Kis difclple Peter wais {o exiUpetaKcd is to draw his fwor^ 
andKiut off one of the ruffian^s ears, -who came to take 
him by force, he rebuked Peter^ and commsmded 
him to iheath his fword } and was fo humane, com- 
paffioiiate and good, as to perform a miracle to reftore 
the ruffian^s ear, Luke X3di, 51 * 

With what inhimian villdnous mockings, buffet- 
ing^, ipittings, did his blood-thirfty enemies affliA and 
torment him, by arraying him with a mock robe, a 
thorny crown, a reed fccpter, and gave him to drink 
one of the mofl nauieous of all draughts, gall diiSblved 
in vinegar, Matth. xxvii. 34* and loon after murdered 
him between two thieves, nailing his precious hands 
and feet to the crofs, lancing his dear fide with a Ipear, 
ipiUing his invaluable blood ; yet in the midit of all this 
hellifh popifh cruelties, he fupplicated pardon for them, 
faying, " Father, for^ve them, for they know not what 
" they do," Luke xxiii. 34. Be afloniihed, O heavens ! 
and tremble, O earth ! when thou doft refleft on the bar- 
barity and cruelty that was executed on the only begot- 
ten Son of God at his crucifixion ; who never was, or 
ever could be (with truth) charged with fin or folly^ 
difllmulation Or hypocrify, i Peter ii. 22. 

What adorable patience and long-fuffering did he 
difcover even to the vileft of mankind 5 what incompar- 
able goodnefs has he manifeiled to the children of men 1 
At his crucifixion he fealed the truth of his doftrines with 
his moft precious invaluable blood, and blefled thoic 
that curfed him, doing good to them that hated him, 
and with his laft breath prayed for thofe who mur- 
ticred him. Therefore, to the laft moment of his life, 
he praftifcd, iii the moft complete manner, what he 
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l^reached to others. Matt. v. 44. " leaving us an exam- 
" pie, that we fhould follow his fteps," i Peter ii. 21. 

His relurreftion from the dead undoubtedly proved 
him to be the Son of God with power -, therefore we 
find the apoftles frequendy attefting the truth of it 5 
they themfelves being eye-witnefles of it. « This 
Jefus (faith Peter) hath God raifed up, whereof we 
are all witnefles," Adls ii. 32. He plainly and pub- 
lickly told the Jews they preferred a murderer to him, 
and killed the " Prince of Life, whom God hath raifed 
'* from the dead, whereof they were witneffes,** Afts iii. 
14, 15. And when Peter and John were commanded by 
the grand council at Jerufalem not to ^ak at all, or teach 
in the name of Jefus, they did not hefitate a moment, but 
as chriftian heroes courteoufly anfwered them, faying, 
** Whether it be right in the fight of God to hearken 
" unto you more than unto God, judge ye 5 for we can- 
" not but fpeak the things which we have feen and heard,** 
Afts iv. 19, 20. And when they reafoned with the high 
priefl: and others, (the grand fanhedrim)perfifting in their 
duty, obeying God rather than man, declared unto them. 
The God of dieir fathers raifed up Jefus, whom they 
flew, and hanged on a tree -, whom God had ex- 
" alted to be a prince and Saviour, for to give 
repentance unto Ifrael, and forgivenefs of fins ; and 
that they were witnefles of thefe things, as alfo the 
Holy Ghoft, whom God hath given to them that 
obey him,'* Afts v. 30, 31, 32. In which declara- 
tion is contained a two- fold evidence, which mani- 
fefted the truth of what they fpake to every unpre- 
judiced mind; for they delivered nothing but what they 
themfelves were eye and ear-witnefics to, and withal 
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mtcfted it to be true by the power of thcHoly Ghoft in 
the miracles which were wrought by Chfifb-^d his 
apoftles. Their preaching was rational and convinc- 
ing to every unprejudiced mind ; and the method they 
made ufe of tended to perfuade mankind of the truth 
of their gofpel, referring them to their underftandings 
and confcience. " Yea, and why even of yourfelves 
*' judge ye .not what is right?" Luke xii. ^1^ 

Part of the conference which St, Peter had with Cor- 
nelius the centurion was, " That God anointed Jefus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoft, and with power •, 
« who went about doing good, and healing all that 
" were oppreffed of the devil ; for God was with 
" him, and we are witnefles of all things which 
" he did, both in the land of the Jews, and in 
*' Jerufalem : whom they flew and hanged on a tree, 
^' him God raifed up the third day, and fhewed him 
*' openly; not to all the people, but unto witnefles 
«* chofen before of God, even us, who did eat and 
" drink with him, after he rofe from the dead ; and 
*' he commanded us to preach unto the people, that it 
*' is he which was ordained of God to be the judge 
« of the quick and the dead ; to whom gave all the pro- 
" phets witnefs, that through his name whofoever be- 
*' lieveth ftiall receive remiflion of fins,''Atas x. 38 to 44, 

Thefe are rational and demonftrable evidences of the 
truth of the fafts relating to the crucifixion, refurredtion, 
and afcenfion of the blefled Jefus, attefted by thofe 
who were both eye and ear witneflTes ; and who were 
the bell able to make known the truth of them to a 
wicked, cenforious, unbelieving world. For where 
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the truth of a doftrine depends upon a matter of fad, 
riie truth of that dodtrine is fufficiently manifefted, if 
the matter of fadt be evidently proved in the moft ra- 
tional and cleareft manner it is capable of. 

Thus it is in reference to the dodlrine of Chrift ; the 
truth of it being interwoven with the truth of the whole 
hiftory of our Lord ; therefore if the fads relating to 
him be true, his doftrine muft neceffarily be divine ; 
confequently infallible, for if it be unexceptionably true 
(as it really is) that there was fuch a perfon as Jefus, 
born at Bethlehem, who did fo many miracles, and at 
laft fufFered the death of the crofs, and after he had lain 
almoft three days in the grave, rofe again from the 
dead, and appeared to many inconteftible witnefles, fuch 
as had no worldly views to anfwer by their atteftation 
of it, but on the Contrary fufFered reproach and difgrace, 
hatred, envy, and malice, fcourges and imprifonment, 
perfecution, and even deadi itfelf ; what fliadow of rea- 
fon can there poffibly be to call in queftion'the teftimony 
of this divine perfon Jefiis of Nazareth ? Certainly there 
can be no reafon ; for there were the greateft evidences 
which poffibly could be to tliefe matters of faft •, for thefe 
difinterefted men were both eye and ear witnefles of it. 
Thefe fadb were of fuch a nature, that their fenfes could 
not poffibly be deceived, for Chrift was made of fielh and 
blood as well as themfelves ; therefore they had as con- 
vincing evidences that they faw him, and converfed with 
him, and felt his flefli, as any man in the world can be fen- 
fible they converfed, faw, and felt one of their own fpe- 
ties, their fellow mortals, who is likewife made of flelh 
and blood. Chrift appeared openly to the world, and 
his miracles were not performed in fecret, they were 
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real and \d(ible mirades; the truth of whidi h^ 
challenged even his enemies to gainlay. For '^ when 
*' the high prieft of the Jews asked Jcfiis of Ws dif- 
** ciples, and of his doftrine, Jcfus anlwered him very 
<* plainly^ viz. that he Ipake openly to the world; 
^^ that he ever taught in the fynagogue, and in the tern- 
*' pie, whither the Jews always reforted, and in fccret 
** that he faid nothing," John xviii. i^, 20- 

The man who was bom blind, and cured by our Sa- 
viour was known by rich and poor throughout the 
country to have been bom blind, as attcfted by his 
parents ; and as his blindnefe from his birth was pub- 
lickly known, fo alfo was his cure 5 which was declared 
by the man himfelf, on whom this grand miracle was 
wrought, and by his parents alfo ; alfo to die hypocri- 
tical unbelieving pharifees, John ix. 9 to 35. 

When the bleflcd Jefus raifed a dead corps, (the 
widow's fon of Nain) it was done before numbers of 
perfons. Many who faw the miracle, or at leaft fome 
(in all probability) were prefent at his death, Luke vii. 
to xviii. Lazarus, who was well known to be dead four 
days, his rcfurredion could not poffibly be a deception, 
becaufe when our Lord ordered his grave-ftone to be 
taken away, Lazams immediately arofe and came forth* 
in the prefencc of them alh 

The death, pallion and refurreftion of the bleflcd Jelus 
himfelf was an evidence of fenfe, done in the prefence 
of his greatell adverfaries. The foldiers themfelves were 
fufficient witnefles of his being really dead, when they 
^ame to break his bones, before he was taken down 
from the crofs, who did not do it, by reafon they found 
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him already dead» which they acknowledged. At his re* 
fiirre^on the ftone was rolled away £rom die fepulchre, 
and no body found therein, although the fepulchre was 
conftantly guarded by ibldiers, who Ihook, and became 
as dead men, at the earthquake^ when the angel of the 
Lord defcended irom heaven, and came and rolled 
back the ftone from the door of Chrift*s fepulchre, 
Matdi. prviii, 2, 3, 4. And his very difciples were alio 
terrified and affiighted, and fuppoied they had feeaa ipi* 
rit, Luke xxiv..37. therefore dilperfed themfelvcsup and 
down in fevcral places, till the blefled Jefus convinced 
them of the truth of his rcfurrcftion. But after all, 
Thomas was not fatisfied unlels he put his hands in the 
holes of the blefled Jefus*s fides, and faw in his hands the 
print of his naUs ; all which he did, and then acknow* 
ledged him to be hi3 Lord and his God, Johnxx. 28. 

The blefled Jeliis condefcending to fatisfy the in- 
credulity of Thomas, and others of his difciples, hath 
made it mofi: evident, that the body which he arofe 
from the grave in, was that very identical body which 
was crucified and laid in the fepulchre^ 

The more fuipicious and incredulous the apoiUes 
themfelves were at firft, the greater e^adence is it, 
how far they were from any the leaft defign of impofing 
upon the world by the dodfain^ they preached. 

When many witnefles concur fo ftrong in the- lame 
tellimony, nothing can difparage more the truth of a 
tcftimony, than the counter-witnefles of fuch who were 
prefent at the fame time. But when all the witnclles 
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fully dgrcc, not only in the fubftance, but in all mate* 
rial cifcumftances relating to it. This muft appear 
t6 be a true and valid teftimony to every thinking 
unprejudiced mind. 

Now there is no real diflention in any of the witnefle^ 
tvho wrote the birth, life, miracles, death, refurredion 
and afcenfion of the blefled Jefus. All of them at- 
tefting the very fame things, though they wrote at dif- 
ferent times, different places, and on different occafions* 
Yet there is no real difference in any one material 
or effential circumftance of the whole hifiory : not only 
his apoftles, but numbers of people befides, yea, many 
of his enemies, were witndles to moft of the blejfled 
Jefus's miracles. 

As for his refurreftion, it would be very ftrange and 
unaccountable indeed, that five hundred perfons Ihould 
all agree in the fame thing, if it was not true : there- 
fore there is no reafon to fulpedt fuch teftimonies which 
are given by eye and ear witneffes, without queftioning 
their knowledge of the things they relate, or their fide- 
lity in relating them* 

Now there is not the leaft ground to doubt of either 
of thefe, in reference to thofe perfons who gave tefti- 
mony to the world concerning the perfon and aftions 
of the bleffed Jefus, for they were fuch as were inti- 
mately converfant both with his perfon, life and beha- 
viour, and whom he had chofe and trained up for that 
very end, that they might be fufficiently qualified to ac- 
q^iaint the world with the truth of things concerning 
hlmfelf, after' his refurreftion from the dead : and ac- 
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cordingly tliey followed him up and down the world 
Ivherever he went : they were alfo with him in his Ibli-* 
tudc and retirements, and thereby had an opportunity 
of feeing all his actions, and to obferve the unfpotted in« 
nocency of his life. 

Some of diem were with him in his transfiguration^ 
others in his agony and bloody fweat, and they heard 
the expreffions which came from his mouth; in all 
which he difcovered a moft wonderful fubmiflion to 
the will of God, and a great readinefs of mind to fufFer 
for the good of mankind : the means they had of know- 
ing the truth relating to the blefled Jefus cannot there- 
fore be reafonably queftioned, neither their fidelity in 
reporting what they knew. 

The truth of the doctrines they preached wrought 
fo far upon themfelves, that they parted with all their 
worldly comfort and fubfiftence for the fake of it. Al- 
though their worldly fubftance were not great, yet they 
left their all, what was near and dear to them, their 
houies, their wives and children, for Chrift, and that not 
in order to gain any higher preferment in this world, but 
quitted an eafy and quiet life, for one moft troublefomc 
and dangerous : and it is to be admired with what readi- 
nefs and chearfulnels they all underwent dilgraces and 
perfecutions, nay, the moft cruel and ihocking deaths, 
for the truth of the gofpel. Therefore it cannot be 
reafonably fuppofed, that ever men (hould be fo prodi- 
gal of their eafe and lives, as to throw both of them 
away, for teftifying fuch things, which themfelves were 
hot fully aflured of the truth of. 

Would 
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WcndditnotbcthehigbcftMyimagjuiable, tt>tilv« 
decdved themielves in an afiair of 6} great moment to 
diem as the tnith of that doffaine whidi they preadi^ 
efpedally as all their hopes and hapfuneis depended pl| 
it, even to all eternity ; ^' who declared themielves to 
•* be the moft milerable of all per&ns, if their hoptes 
" was to be confined only to this prefent life,'* i Cor, 
XV. 19. 

Can we now think that any, who had the common 
reaibn of men, would part with all the contentments of 
this world, and expofe themielves to continual hazards, 
and at lait readily undergo death itfelf, for the iake of 
ibmething which was but the (i£tion of their own brains? 
What ihould caufe them to be ib fedulous and indtiftri- 
ous in preaching fuch things, that they could iay, ne- 
ceifity was laid upon them, ** yea, woe was to them if 
** they preached not the golpel,** i Cor. ix. i5, 
and alio when they law and experienced fuch difficul- 
ties and troubles in preaching of it^ had there not 
been ibme more powerful attraftive in the beauty and 
excellency of the doftrine they preached, than any 
could be in the eafe and tranquillity of the world,. 

Thus we evidently fee the fidelity of the apoiUes ma» 
nifcflcd in fuch a way and manner, as no other wit- 
nelTes were ever yet willing to hazard their lives fon 

And therefore Origen jufUy condemns Cclfus (a hea- 
then philofopher) of a very ridiculous impertinency, 

when 
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^htn he would have parallelled the relations of Herodo- 
ms and Pindarus, concerning Arifteus Proqonnefius^ 
with thofe of the apoiUes concerning Chrift; for faith he, 
did either of thefe two venture their lives upoq the 
truth of what they writ concerning him, as the 
apoftles did to atteft the truth of what they preached 
concerning our Lord and Saviour Jelus Chrift ? L. 3. Q 
CeUum, p. iiy. 

The faithfulnefs of the apoftles appears in their man- 
ner of reporting the things which they delivered, for 
there ever may be Ibmething gathered from the maimer 
of expreilion, concerning the particular temper and diF* 
pofition of the perfons from whom it comes. 

We may certainly read the greateft fidelity in the 
apoftles, from the peculiar manner of their expreffing 
themfdves to the world, which they do with the greateft 
iftipartiality, not declaring only what was glorious and 
admirable to the world, but what they knew would be 
accounted fodifhnels by it. 

They who had only fought to have been admired for 
the rare difooveries which they brought to the world, 
would be fore to conceal every thing which might be 
accounted ridiculous; but the apoftles fixed themfelves 
principally on what was moft contemptible in the eyes of 
the world, and what they were moft mocked and de- 
rided for ; and that which they delighted moft in the 
preaching oi^ was the cro& of Chrift, 



St. Paul was fo much in love with this moft glorious 
topick, (which was a flumbling block to the Jews, and 
foolilhnefs to the Greeks) that he valued the knowledge 
of nothing elfe in companion of Chrift, and him cru- 
cified : " God forbid (fays he) that I fhould glory, fav-' 
•' ing the crofs of Chrift.'* Philip, iii. 8. Gal. vi. 14. 

I fincercly afk you in the name of truth, what fliould 
be the reafon that they fhould rejoyce in that moft, 
which was moft dcfpitable to the world, amongft all 
ranks and orders of men, and for which they fufFered 
fo much, had not they feen far greater truth and ex- 
cellency in it, of infinitely more value than the moft 
fublime (peculations concerning God and the fouls of 
men, in the fchool of Plato, or any other heathen phi- 
loibpher. 

That all mankind fhould be obliged, in order to ob-» 
tain falvation, to believe in one who was crucified with- 
out the gates of Jerufalem, was a very ftrange doftrine 
to the unbelieving world, and is to this hour. 

If the apoftles had artfully fuited their doctrines to 
the fchool of Plato, what fame might they have gained 
among the heathen philofophers ? an univerfal fame 
they would have met with, and have had numbers of 
followers more than they had : and if they favoured 
the vices of mankind, we fhould at this day have few, 
if any, profefTmg unbelievers. 

If, in general terms, they had difcovered of the be- 
nignity of the divine nature, and the manifeflations 
of the goodnefs of God in the world, and reprefented 
that he was all merciful, and therefore all mankind 
muft be necefTarily happy in a future world. And in 

order 
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order to qualify mankind to participate of the diving 
nature, the perfedl idea of true goodnefs, . and the cx- 
prefs image of the perfon of God, the rei^lendency of 
his glory, had vailed himfelf in human nature, and had 
every where (gattered fuch beams of light and good- 
nefs, as warmed and invigorated the frozen Ipirits of 
mankind with higher fentiments of God and them- 
felves, and raifed them up above the flatulency of this 
terreftial matter to breathe in a purer air, and converfc 
with more noble objefts, and fo by degrees to fit the 
ibuls of mankind for thole more refined illapfes of 
real goodnefs, which might always fatisfy the foul's de- 
fires, and yet be always keeping them up, till the foul 
jhould be funning itfelf to all eternity, under the imme- 
diate beams of light and love ; and that after this incar- 
nate Deity had Ipread abroad the wings of his love for 
z while upon this lower world, till by his gentle heat 
and incubation he had quickened the more tradable part 
of mankind to fome degree of a divine life ; he then 
withdrew himfelf back again into the fuperior worl4» 
and put off that vail by which he made himfelf known 
to thofe who are here confined to the prifon of their 
bodies. I fay, fuch dodrines as thefe would have better 
fuited the tafte of the generality of mankind. 

Had the apoftles regarded applaufe among the famous 
philofophers of the heathens, who were fo very much 
admired in the age they lived in, and even now to this 
day among many unthinking, gay, flighty libertines, 
who prefer their maxims and writings to thofe of 
Chrift and his apoftles, or any other, relating to that 
grand and important affair ; the redemption of man- 
kind. 
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kind, in and through the Lord Jefus Chrift. How eafy 
had it been for them to have made very confiderable 
additions to the moil lofty and iliblime Q>eculations 
they had attained to, eipecially if tliey had omitted fb 
mean and contemptible a dodrine as the curfed crois, 
the fufierings and death of the Son of God ? but this 
they were fo far from, that the main thing which they 
preached to the world was the infufliciency and vanity 
of a]l human wifdom and learning, without the know* 
ledge of ChriJi:, and the neceffity of all mankind's be- 
lieving in, and relying on Jefus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified, in order to fave mankind from the wrath to 
come. 

The apoftles indeed difcovered very much, infinitely 
more than the moft lofty Platonifl could do, concerning 
the goodnefs and love of God to mankind ; which was, 
that ** he gave his only begotten fon, that whofoever 
** believeth in him fhould not perifh, but have evcrlaft- 
** ing life.'* John iii. 16. " And that herein was 
*' the love of God manifefted^ that while we were 
*' yet finners, Cluift died for us,'* Rom. v. 8. And 
that tliis was the greateft truth, " and worthy of all 
** acceptation, that Jefus Chrift came into the world 
•* to fave linners,** i Tim. i, 15. They never 
dreamt of any divine goodneis, which fhould make 
mankind happy^ without a faving intereft in the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. No, no, it was their defign to perfuade 
mankind, that all the communications of God's good- 
nefs to the world, were wholly in and through him, al- 
ledging, that " there is none other name Hnder heaven 
" given among men, whereby they muft be feyed." 
A(5ls iv, 12. And it is impoflible any rational mind 
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ikoM judge otherwiib) unleis they im^ne Plato wal 
a greater favourite of heaven, and knew more of the 
nund »d will of God than the blefled Jefus ; and that 
the Platonifls had greater revelations from heaven than 
St«Baul« 

lis It ineaibnable to believe the apofUes would hazard 
their own reputation, and be accounted babblers, fools 
and madmen, for preadiing the way of falvation to be 
only attainable in and through a perfon crucified be- 
tween two thieves, had they not been convinced, not 
only of the truth, but importance of it, and that it 
concerned mankind as much to believe it, as it did to 
avoid eternal mifery ? 

Let me aflc you aferious queftion. Did St. Paul preach 
ever the Ids the words of truth and ibbemefs, becauie 
he was told to his face that his learning had made him 
mad ? who afliired them, ** if he was fo, it is to 
*« God/* 2 Cor. V. 13. And pray what great 
wonder was it, if the love of Chrift in the apoftles 
fhould make them fo willing and chearful to lofe their 
reputation among the unthinking and prejudiced, ob- 
ftinate, wicked part of mankind, for that dear God-Man, 
** who was the way, the truth and the life, and by 
** whom alone they muft find acceptance with God/* 
John xiv. 6. " and count all things but lofs, for 
** the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus their 
*< Lord ; for whom they fuffered the lofs of all things, 
«< and counted them but dung, that they might win 
« Chrift,'* PhiUp iii. 8. *♦ That diis mind might 
** be in them, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus, who be- 
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ing in the form of God, tiKHight it not robbery to 
be equal witli God, but made himfelf of no reputa- 
♦' tion, and took upon him the form of a fervant, and 
*' was made in the likenefs of man, and being found 
** in fafhion as a man, he humbled himfelf, and be- 
** came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
*' crofs.** Philip, ii. 5, 6, 7, 8. Therefore the apof- 
tles were not afhamed of the golpel of Ghrift, on 
any confideration whatfoever ; becaufe they knew it 
was the power of God to falvation, to every one that 
bclieveth, i Peter i, 5. 

Neither in their preachings or their writings 
would they omit any of thofe paffages relating to 
our Saviour's death, though they were accounted the 
moft diflionourable to his perfon ; which is certainly as 
great an evidence of their fidelity, as any unprejudiced 
reafonable mind can expeft : and this made Origen td 
fay, the difciples of Chrift wrote all things with a great 
deal of candour and love of truth, not concealing from 
the world thofe paflages of the life of Chrift, which 
would be accounted moft foolifh and ridiculous. 

Impoftors and defigning men caft a mift of many 
dark and cloudy words before their hearers, but when 
once they are detefted and brought to open light, their 
vizards fall off, and their deformity appears. Such per- 
Ibns take delight in fwerving quite out of the appre- 
henfion of thofe who follow them, and never think 
themfelves better recompenced for their pains, than 
when they are moft admired and leaft underftood • 
but never was chriftianity more diflionoured, than when 
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tneiih turned jt from its native fimplidty aiid plaumefi^ 
into' a number of cloudy and infignifio^t exprefliQns^ 
which are fo far from making men better underfii^nd 
the truth of it, th^t it was certainly the devil's heUifh 
defign (by fuch obfcure terms) to make way for a mys- 
tery iniquity > and foon after wc faw and found the ef- 
iTeds of it in an oracle iet up at Rome iafteadof Delplios, 
and all the pretence of it was the obfcurity fuppofed in 
icripture^ Therefore all who are and would be the 
di&dples indeed of the blefled Je&s, would do v^ell noC 
to ima^ne there is in£dlibility in any private or public 
inteipretation of holy wrijt explicable by mankind ; 
•• for the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men </ God (pake as they were moved 
by die Holy Ghoft,'* 2 Peter i. 2 1% Pray, does dark- 
fiefs appear or difappear at the riling of the fun ? Is th$ 
i^n at laft gro^n fi> tx^arly, that he is fain to borrow 
fight of the earth ? Muft the holy icriptures be be- 
holden to the church for its clearneis, and Chri^ 
himlelf not Q>eak intelligible, unleis his holinefs the 
pope be his interpreter ? Did Chrift reveal to the world 
the way to lalvadon, and yet leave mankind to feek it 
in the mazes of darkne& and obfcurity ? Which was 
it ? was it till a guide reliding at Rome wa^ commif- 
fioned to dired them in the way to it ? This St. Peter 
(his pretended predeceflbr) n^ver gave the leaft hint of, 
or was it ever heatd of in icripture. 

VHiat ftrange witnefles were the apoftles, if they did 
not i|>eak ^nd write all the ellential truths of the gofpei 
with plainneis, who- afliires mankind they did ? 2 Cor. 
iiL ver« 12. And Jfor t^at very end purpofely laid afidd ' 



I 
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all the . excdlehcy. of words of human wifdom, t Cor« 
ii, vcr. I • that mankind might not be to fcek for theif 
. meaning in a matter of fo great moment* That the 
golpel was hid to none but fuch as are loft, *^ whofe 
** eyes arc blindibd by the God of this worl^,*' 2 Con 
iv« ver. 3, 4. How had mankind been to feek, as to 
the trtith of chriftianity, if the apoftles had not de^ 
c)ared the dodrine of the gofpel with all evidence and 
perlpicuity ? Whom muft unt)elievers or chnftians be- 
lieve in, in this cafe, which is an affair of an infinite 
importance, the apoftles of Chrift, or the pope at 
Rome? The doftrines revealed by the goipel are a 
light to mankind, diredting them in their way to heaven, 
which is an infallible rule to walk by^ 

r ■ 

It is a ftrange quality of light to be ob&rttfe, and of 
a rule to be crooked, * 

It is not only evident, from the apoftles own affir- 
mations, that they laid afide all affefted oblciirity, and 
ambiguous expreflions, and philofophical terms, where- 
by the world might have been to fcek for what they 
were to believe, but it is likewifc very evident and clear, 
from the very nature of the , doftrine they preached, 
and the defignof their preaching of it, that they mad« 
tife of no fuch falfe arts. 



I V 



Pray what occafion is there for Rhetoric in plain 
truths, or itfFeded phrafes in giving evidence ? How in- 
congruoiis would obfcure cxpreffions have been* to the 
^kfign of faving of fouls, by the fooliflmels of preach- 
ing? if they had artfully Ijpoken in their preachiilg 
«bove . the capacities oF thole they ipoke to, they cer- 
tainly 
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tamly could never have converted a foul without a mi- 
racle. 

For the common and ordinary way of converfion, is 
to convince the mind and judgment, and to illuminate 
the underftanding : but what good effeft can that 
preaching have, which is fo much above cither ? . 

The polite modern preachers in our days, of all deno- 
minations, would do well 19 take this argument into their 
ferioi)s confideration, that their orations might be of 
greater edification to their hearers, than as if a barba- 
rian chattered to them, i Cor> xiv. 1 1 . 

St. Paul tells us, " He that prophefieth, fpeaketh 
** unto men to edification, and exhortation and com- 
fort, 1 Cor. xiv. ven 3. We preach not ourfelves, 
(faith the fame apoftle) but Chrift Jefos the Lord, 
" and ourfelves your fervants for Jefus fake,** 2 
Cor. iv. 5, If they had fought themfelves, or. their 
own credit and reputation, there might have been fome 
reafon that they ihould have ufed the like -method of 
the fophifts, among the Greeks : but they difowned and 
rejected all thefe poor artifices of mean low-fpirited 
men, *' Their Ipeech and preaching, was not with en-? 
** ticing words of man's wifdom, but in demonftration 
*f of the ipirit, and of power, that their faith Ihould 
** not ftand in the wifdom of man, but in the power of 
** God,'* 1 Cor. ii. ver. 4, 5. They declared the tef- 
timonyof God with Ipiritual evidence : they renounced- 
the hidden things of dilhonefty, not walking in crafti- 
nefs, " nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but 
** by manifcftation of the truth, commending them- 
*' felvcs to every man's confcience, in the fight of' 

G 2 " God,'* 
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** God/' 2 Cor. iv. lo. What could be more ftrff^ 
able to fuch a defign, than that great plainiiefs and 
faidifulneis with which they fpake f We find in the 
Itfftimonies ci the apoftles^ (as- Qrigqji juftly obfcrTes^ 
nothing that is ^nmous or counterfeit, nothing iavoiir- 
ing of the cunning craftinefs of fuch as lie in wait |a 
deceive. - 

It is impoflibU (tuth lie) tt>' chink that men, narer 
bred up in die fejphifby of the Greeks^ noi^ ezpeii* 
cnced in the rhetorical infinttttions ufed among them^ . 
could ever be able b iiiddenly to perfuade the world 
to embrace that which had been a fi^on of their own 
brains. 

The truth i»» the apexes i^eak like men very cofifi* 
dent of the truth of what they Ipeak, and not like 
fiich, who were fain to fetch in die help of all their 
ikill, to find out fome probable arguments, to make 
mankind believe that, which, it is probable, they did 
not believe themfdVes, which was frequendy the ca^ 
of the great orators among the heatbenst 

We find no pedantic flouri(hes, no flattering in(U 
nuations, no afiefted cadencies, no fuch great caffe of 
tlie rifing and falling of the words, In the fevcral fen* 
tences which mak« Up fo great part of that which was 
itcounted ctequencc in the apoftles times : no, every 
thing they faid was grave and ferious ; every word had 
its duie weighty every fentohce brim fiill of Ipirifual 
eloquence* Their whole difcourfe was moft becoming 
tU majcfty and authority pf die holy Sphit of God^ 

which 



t ^9 ] 

wliich diey ipake by. And herein was diicovered -% 
' ^reat part of the infinite wifdom of God, in the choice 
lie made ci the perfons whp were to propagate the doc? 
tiineof Chriil: in the world : that they were not fuch» 
who, by their great repute and fame ia the world* 
• •might eafily draw whoit xtiukimdcs to embrace their 
dictates ; but {that there might Qot be the leaft fbun« 
dadon for an implicit faith) they wo^ of io mean a 
rank and a>Qdttion in the world, that in all probability 
their names hdd nv^ been heard oi^ had not their 
ilodfaine tnade them iamoos. To this piupofe Origen 
^xedlently Q^eaks'^: f am of opinion, (fays he) thait 
Jefus did pyrpofdy make tSe of fuch prea:diers of His 
doftrine, that there might be no room for fufpicion, 
j^at they came inftru&ed in the arts of fbphiilry, but 
that it be clearly mariifeft to thofe who might coi>fider 
of it, that there was jio defign in thofe who difco- 
vcred lb much fimplicity in their writinjgs, and that 
they had a more divine power, which vrn more «ifica« 
cious thaji the greateft volubility of exprefllon, w or* 
*^iiament8 of ^eech, or the artifices which were ufed m 
the Gred^ compofidons. Vii C^ C^lfijm, 1. 3* You 
may Jbe &re the apoilles delivered theur do&rines witk 
the greateft opcnni?£ and freedom of Ipeech-, t!k&y did 
oiot give out one thing to the world, and aiaother to 
their private difqiples: but with great freedom and 
fcoldnels declared thcif dofitrine in the moft public 
places, and before their greateft enemies* They knew 
d>ey w^re looked ©n as deceiyers by the world, but yet 
th^ knew themfclvcs to be true, 2 Cor^ vi 8, 
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This is the ufual requital good men have from, tbc 
world, that they are looked on as the greateft deceivcni 
of it. If it be fo with others, we have much Ids caufe 

. to wonder at it, when he, who by the prophet is ftikd 
" the, dcfire of all nations," Haggai ii. 7. and 
who is by another prophet foretold, '^ a$ de^ifed and 

: :.** rejeftcd of men," Ha. liii; ver, 3; was, when in 
: this world, called *' a deceiver,*' Matt, xxvii. 63. No 

.. wonder then: if his difciples were accounted fuch^^ al- 
though they manifefted their veracity by their open car- 
riage and. free fpeaking to the faces of their greateft 
adverfaries. 

9^>^ 'The dpoftles neither feared the Jews ikill in their 
: law, nor thie wifdom and fubtilty of the Greeks. St. 
Paul |)reached Chrift openly among the Jews, in their 
iynagogues : and he encountered the epicureans and 
ftoics among the Athenians, Afts xvii. i8. and 
preached to them Jefiis and the reforredion. If the 
apoftle^ had any thing of deceit in them, as to things 
they related concerning Chrift, they would not cer- 
tainly' have fpoken with fo much confidence in him, in 
the prefen'ce of tliofe who had been his murderers ; but 
we find they appealed to themfelves ; as alfo to the mi- 
racles which he wrought among them ; and for the 
truth of his refurrecfHon, they were ready to lay down 
their lives. 

* • ' * . 

That his body was gone, was evident : that his dif- 
. ciples Ihould take it was hnpoffible, as they had fuch 
' a ftrong guard of foldiers watching it, who would 

have 
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have been glad to have difcovered any attempt of It. 

^A8Gt 6h the contrary, all his difciples were exceeding 

"•^fearfttl'^aftd timorous, infomuch that they -fled upon 

'-€h«fli^iM3eing apiprchended. Now what could it be 

''to M^e fuch fearful perfons afterwards ib courageous 

' 4nd fefolute as they were, had there not beet* ibmething 

more thafe ordinary to convince and encourage them ? 

The apoftles ddivercd their teftimcmies with the greateft 

particularity, as to ail tif cun^anfies : they do - not 

^change or alter any of them tipon difierent examina- 

itions before leveral perfons ; they all agree in th^ 

greateft conftaacy to themfelves, and uaifbrmity with 

each other. 

As to inadiers of indifferency, we find the apoftlet 
very yielding and condefcending, but as to any thing 
which concerned their teftimony, they were moft con- 
ftant and ftedfaft. 

Had the goipel been feme cunningly contrived fancy, 
it had been inopoflihle but fo many different perfons, ia 
Xuch difierent places, and under fuch difierent conditions, 
would have varied as to ibnie very macerial ciroumfhuice 
:Of it ; or elfe they ^irould have been £> wife as to have 
delivered it in general temUt without Infifting much oa 
fuch particular circumfbinces, which if they had been 
falfe, might have been very eafily difproved : but vdth 
what particular enumeratioii of <:ircumfbinces do the 
apoftles preach Chrifl to the world ? Peter* tells the 
Jews, ** it was Jefiis of Nazareth whom he preached,. 
^ a man approved of God among you, by miracles,- 
f* and wonders, and figns, vdiichGod did by him, in 

G 4 ^ Ac 
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^ ^ midft of you ; as ye yoiirfdves alio knovr iihii^ 
** bdng delivered by the determinate council and fore- 
^^- knowledge of God : ye have taken, and by wicked 
** hands have crucified and flain whom God hath raifed 
^< up, having loolcd the pains of deaths becaufeitwas 
^< not pbflible that he flioukl be holden of it,'* Afts ii* 
22, 22, 24* And left they, (hould think it was not the 
£une peripn who rofe again, with great boldnels and 
^tedom of ^pixit he iaithtothefn,^^ Tlieiefore let all 
*^ the ho\ife of lirael ksfow a0uredly, that God had 
^^ made that fame Jefus, whom ye have crucified, both 
•* Lord andChriik,'' ver. 36, Yea, that (ame indivi- 
dual perfon, ^' him hath God exalted with bis right 
^* hand to be a Prince and Saviour, for to give repen« 
^* tance to Ifi'ael, and forgivenefs of fins^'* Afb v. 3 1. 

Now if there had been any' ground of fulpicion, as 
to the truth of thefe fafts, who had been fo able to 
difprove them^ or fo willing and ready to do it, as 
thofe peribns who had crucified him ? For we cannot 
but conceive that thofe who had a hand in his death, 
would ^ave endeavoured by all poifible means to dif- 
prove his refurre^on from the dea4 For what a cafe 
were^Siey likely to be in, if thefe things which the 
apoftlcs conftantly preached were true i 

If Chriii: had all the power in his hands, and there 
was no lalvation in any other name but only in his, 
whom they crucified, they were like ta be in a moft 
deploraUe condition. Therefore if any fet of men 
can be fuppofed to be inquifitive after the truth of 
thefe drcumftances,. no. doubt but they were^ and if 

they 
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tbejr could have found the leaft flaw in tfadr teftimoigr^ 
the world had fixm been alarmed of it. The Jews, wha 
were then fo much difperled all over the nadon, would 
have divulged it in all parts. The apoiUes would have 
been told of it, as they preached Chrift in the public 
"^fynagogues^ 

And can we in any realbn diink, but thefe Jews who 
persecuted St. Pkul, as he preached in the'fynagagues 
at Alia, and afterwards impeached hitn fo openly at Je- 
jrufalem, would have enquired into all th; circumftances 
concerning Chrift : and all the odier Jews would have 
wrote to their friends at Jeruialem to be fully informed 
of thofe itrange things, wliich were t^d them opepfy 
in all places in their fyoagogues, by men of their own 
nation and language, concerning one Jelius who was 
crucified, and role again fit>m the dead, had there beeij 
fb much as any the kaft plaufible pretext, that any of 
theie circumftances were not true ? Is it not tnoft rea- 
fbnable to believe, that fuch an obftinate people, who 
were full of refentment and malice, who were fo vaftly 
bigotted to their own ways and traditions, had propa* 
gated any thing that might have tended to the diipau 
ragement of Chrift and his diiciples ? But we find ma- 
lice itlelf could not find any flaw in the ap(^les tefti* 
mony ; for if they had, we fhould have afluredly heard 
of it from the Jews, or Ibme other great oppders of 
chriftianity among the heathens, who pretended to bei 
curious and inquilitive perlbns, fuch as Celflis, Julian, 
Hierodes arid Porphyry, 

In the nan^e of truth, what reaipn can any one have 

toiufpc^ fuch a teftiau)ny, which paflcd unopntrouled ac 

diat 
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that time, when it was alone capable of being dilpfX)v- 
ed^ and when men's intereft and delign Would have 
put them lb much upon it ? 

No teitimony ought to be taken agdnft a matter of 
fa£t thus attefted, but from fuch perfons who had equal 
or greater knowledge of the things attefted, and mani- 
, feft greater fidelity in reporting them. It is eafy to 
. make it a|^ar that, fuppofing any perfons at that time 
had contradidbed the teftimony of die ap^es concenv* 
' ing our Saviour, yet there had been no reatbn in the 
>'orld to have hearkened to their teftimony, in oj^fi* 
tion to that of tlie apofUes ; and that on thefe accx)utit5 
die apofUes witnefled the affirmative, which is more ca- 
pable of being attefted ttian any negative can be. The 
apofUes were con verfant with Chrift much more than 
any other perfons were, by reafbn they were chofcn for 
that very end by Chrifl, to be conflantly with him. 

Could any therefore be as capable of knowing the 
. truth of all particulars concerning Chrifl then as they 
were ? Had there been any ground of fulpicion concern- 
ing the defign of Chrifl, in the name of truth, why 
could not the Jews have prevailed with Judas to dif^ 
covcir it, as well as to betray his perfbn i Judas had 
done but a good work, if Chrift had been fuch an im^ 
pofbor as the Jews malicioufly and blalphemoufly faid 

What made Judas fo little fatisfied widi what he 
had done ? he grew weary of his life upon it, fhock- 
ingly deflroying himfclf on the reflexion of his horrid 

crime. 



[ 7S ] 

crime. Certainly no perfon had been fb fit to have 
been produced as a witnefs againfl the blefled Jefus, as 
Judas, who had been fo'long attending him both in 
public and private^ and had heard his fayings, and 
faw his miracles, but had not patience enough to ftay, 
after that abominable and moft deteftabfe crime, to be 
a witnefs againfl: him. But Providence ordered it fb 
Aat he was the greatefl: witnefe at that time for him ; for 
he confefled to the chief prieflis and ddefs that he had 
finned, by betraying innocent blood. They faid to 

• him, " What is that to us ? fee thou to that,** Matth. 

" 30cvii. 4. which anfwer of theirs amounts to an ac- 
knowledgment of the truth of his confeffion.. What 

' poflible evidence could have been given more in be- 

' half of our Saviour than Judas, and the chief priefls 
and elders theitifelves ? 

When a perfon lb covetous as to betray his mafl:er 
for thirty pieces of lilver, was fo fick of his bargain, 
that he goes and, returns the money to the chief priefts 
and elders who had bribed him, declaring publicly, 
' that the perfon was innocent whom he had betrayed ; 
who alfo confirmed it by being immedPately himfelf 
confoious of his atrocious guilt; and inflead of the 
chief priefts and elders telling him that he had done 
a good deed in betraying his mafler, (when he confefled 
to them he was innocent, could not gainfay it, or dif- 
prove it) otherwife would have readily done it for their 
own juftificatibn. Confider that vile mifcreant Judas 
was one intimately acquainted with the bkfled Jefus, 
and much better than any of the witnefles whom after- 
wards thqr fubomed againft him 5 who yet contradift- 

ed 
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rA rach other, and at laft could produce nodung m t}ie 
judgment o£ Pilate, the heathen governor, to believe 
Chriftwcmfayofdeadii '* Who took water, and wa&cd 
<« his hands before the multitude, laying, I am inno- 
^^ cent of the Uood of this juft peiibn -, fee ye to it,** 
Matth. zxviu 24. The ap^Ues were more frqc from 
defign than any counter wimeis could bCt becauic they 
could not poflibly have any other motiye to affirm what 
chey did, but full cooviftioD of thccruth cf w)^ they 
i^ke. Therefore if any of the Jews at that time had 
allerted any thing contrary to the apaftks, it would 
have been on account of preierviag their honour and 
reputation with the people,. and for fiipporting thcor 
traditions ^ and on the account to defend themfelves in 
their enmity againft the bleflled Jc(us, though they had 
not die leaft .foundation or reafbn for it« 

Who would bdierc the teitimony of the icribes and 
pharifees, who had fo great authority among the peo- 
ple, which they were liketolofe, if Chrift^s doctrine 
was true, before that of the apoffies, who parted with 
their all for the fake of him, and ventured diemfelver 
wholly on the truth of his doArine ? 

"None ever did fo much to atteft the nc^tive as the 
apoftles did^ to prove their fidelity to the affirmative. 
Had a fufBcicat witneis been timely produced, it cao;* 
not be realbnably thought that the apofl^ would have 
run fo many confiderable hazards in preaching the 
things which related to the perfon and adions of Chriit 
Did ever any lay down their lives to undeceive the 
world? If the apoftles w^re guilty of ^^Hifing it, the 

xmmber 
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htimber of fiich perfons had been inconfidcrablc, in 
compariibn of thofe who were fo fully perfwaded of the 
truth of thofe things which concern our Saviour : who 
were all of them ready (as moft of them did) to atteft the 
truth of it with their lives. Whence Ihould fo many 
perfons fiiddenly grow fo confident of the truth of 
ftich things which were contraiy to their former perfwa- 
fions, education and Intcrcft, had they not been de-' 
livercd in luch a way, that they were gffured of th# 
undoubted truth of thpni? matters of fad being firik 
believed, on account of the eye and ear witneffcs, and 
received with an univcrfal and uncontrouled aflent by 
aU fuch perfons who have thought themfelves concerned 
in knowing the truth of them, is a fufficient foundation 
for a firm affcnt to be built upon. Such perfons there- . 
fore who thus became believers, had both liberty and 
opportimity to be fully convinced of the truth of them 
before they believed thoui confequendy no reafon 
or motive can be aflignedon which they ihould be ii>* 
djaced to believe thefe things, but the undoubted evi- 
dence of truth, which were along with them. It muft be 
acknowledged that in Mahomeufin vaft numbers of per- 
fons have for feveral centuries continued in the belief of 
that vile impoftor Mahcmi^ 5 but thcfe is- a very fuffi- 
cient reafon to be given for it •, the arbitrary power of 
the fword kcpt^em in a3«e, and ftri^y forbad all the 
followers of Mahomet to difpate their reBgion at all, or ' 
compare it with any odicrj confequently it is not 
to be wondered at to find fo great part of the world 
♦is under the tyranny of the Turk. Neither is it at all 
to be wondered ut that fuch a Humber of thofe pro- 

fefllng 
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felling chriftians Ihould believe a' great number of 
er^roheous doftrines, and live in-the pra£tice of abiurd 
fiiperftitions, becaufe it is to be confidered that the 
prevakncy of education has a mighty and powerfiil 
efieA on mankind, clpecially on weak heads and obfti- 
nate hearts. 

And when we confider what an awe an inquifition muft 
have upon timorous and irrefolved^erfons, yea upon ftout 
hearts, (liberty being dear and precious to all mankind) 
it is not to be wondered at : but now when a great number 
of perfbns who ai'e fober and inquifitive, fhall, contrary 
to die principles of their education, and without fear 
of any human power and force, (which they before- 
hand are fenfible will perfecute and punifli them) and 
after diligent enquiry made into the ground on which 
they believe, forfake all their former perfwafions, and 
refolvedly adhere to the truth of the doftrine propound- 
ed to them, though it coft them their Xivts^y if this 
is not a fufiicient reafon to think their doArine true» 
wemuil beHeve mankind ta be the moft filly, miferable^ 
unhappy creatures in the world, that will, with fo much 
refolution, part with all the advantage of this lifc^for 
the fake of one to come, if that be not undoubtedly 
certain, and the doftrine proppfing it infalfiyy t^^ 

It IS an obfcrvable circumftance in the propagation 
of the chriftian religion, that though God made 
choice at firft: of perfons generally of mean rank 
and condition in the world, to be preachers of the 
gofpel, " Choofing the. weak things of the world, 
** as the apoftle faid, to confound the things that^ 

« arc* 
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•• arc mighty,** i Cor, i. 27. God thereby making 
*^ it clearly appear that '^ our £utli doth not fttod 
•* ia the wifdom of men, but in the power of God," 
I Cor. ii. 5. yet loon after the goipel was preached 
abroad in the world, we find perfbns of great rank 
and reputation for great parts and abilities, engaged 
in the profefCon of the chrillian faith. 

• In the hiftory of the afts of the apoftles we read of 
Serous, a proconful of Dionyfius the Areopagite, con- 
verted to the faith of Chrift. And in the fuccceding 
ages of the church, many perlbns of great eminency 
for their excellent learning and abilities, fuch as Juftinr 
martyr ; X)ne, who before he became a chriftian, was 
very converfant with all the fefts of the philofophers, 
lloics, peripatetics, pythagoreans, and at laft was a 
profcfled platonift, till he was converted from Plato to 
Chrift, and then found that true which he Ipeaks of, 
in his dialogue with Trypho : that after all his enqui- 
ries into philofophy (fpeaking of the doftrine of Chrift) 
that he found chriftiariity to be the only fure and pro- 
fitable philofophy. And when Trypho derides him as 
• a man of very eafy faith, ft)r leaving the doftrine of 
Plato for that of Chnft, (for we find by him, the Jews 
then had a more favourable opinion of the Platonifts 
than of the chriftians) Juftin Martyr is fo far from be- 
ing moved with fuch reproaches, that he tells him, he 
would undertake to denionftrate tQ him, that the chrift- 
I ians did not give credit to empty fables, or any afler- 
' tions that were not to be proved, but to fuch a doftrinc 
as was full of a divine fpirit and power, and flouriihed 

with grace. 

At 
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At AlexMdria we meet with a fuoceflkm of excellent 
peribiis, who not only embraced chriftiamty diemfelves, 
but became de&nders of the £uth. 



Eufehius informs us, that Pailtosnus was an excel* 
lent iloick before he became a chrifUan^ who after* 
wafds was Very zealous for the cauie of Chrift : diat« 
in imitation of the i^ftles, he went into India, in or-* 
der to convert the inhabitants to chriflianity, and at his 
return was made re&or of the fchool at. Alexandria, 
which (as the fame author informs us) was much fre*- 
quented by fuch, yfbo were well fkilled in human» aa 
well as divme learning. 



^ 



The learning of Origen is fufficiendy known, which 
was in fuch great reputation, in his own time, that not 
only chriftians but philofcqphers flocked to his ledures 
at Alexandria, as ^ifebius informs us, where he read 
the mathematicks and other parts of philofophy, as 
well as the lacred icriptures. And the fame author in* 
forms us, that the philofbphers dedicated thdr books to 
him, and frequently chofe him as arbitrator, relating to 
matters of dii^ute. And Porphyry himfelf, in his 
book againil the chridians, Ipeaks with great refpe£b 
j^tid veneration of Origen, and makes a high encomiuiR 
en him for his excellent learning. 

In Origen*s time, Hercules, a prefbytcr of Alexan* 

"flria, for five years together, frequented the (chools of 

the philolbphers, and put on the philofophic pallium^ 

and was very converlant in the book} of the Grecian 

learning. 

At 
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At CaBfarsea among the chriftians, there was an emi- 
ncnt fchool of learning for all branches of literature : 
fuch were the famous Pamphilus : and Eufebius wa^ 
fo great an admirer of him, that ever after he .was 
called Eufebius Pamphili. At Antioch was Dpro- 
theus, as Nicephorus informs us, a perfon verfed in all 
kinds of ingenious literature. Anetolius, bilhop of 
Laodicea, one verfed in geometry, aftronomy, and all 
kinds of philoibphy, as well as in the doftrine of 
Chrift. We find in thofc early days of the Greek 
church, what excellent perfons many of thofe were, 
who were zealous profeflbrs of cjiriftianity. 

As to the Latin churh, St. Auftin was a ftar of the 
firft magnitude among them. TertuUian, Arnobius, 
and feveral others, may be defervedly added to them. 
St. Auftin juftly obfcrves, that though the Ifraelit^s 
went rich out of Egypt, yet it was their eating the pafT- 
ever, which faved tliem from defti*uftion. And though 
thefe mei;i had the ornaments of human learning, yet 
it was their eating the true paflbver, (which was Clirift, 
by their adhering to his dcftrine) that was of more 
advantage to them, than all their other accomplifli- 
ments. Therefore as we find in the firft ages of chrift- 
tanity, not only innumerable rnukitudes of perfons of 
great integrity and fobiiiety in their lives and conver- 
fations, who embraced the doftrine of Chrift, but alio 
many perfons that were very inquifitive enquirers after 
tliith, and the reafon and nature of things j we can 
jind no juft caufe to diftruft fuch a teftlmony, which Wryj 
rtcclyed in fo unanimous a manner, by perfons as well 
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qualified to judge of the truth and reality of it, and as 
fearful of being deceived with reference to them, a^ 
any one in that prefent age poflibly can be, yea much 
better, by reafon of their living almoft fixteen hundred 
centuries nearer the time of the bleffed Jefiis's appear- 
ance in the world. Therefore as tliis teftimonywas 
received by perfons who were very curious fearchers 
after the truth and nature of things, fo the doftrinc 
conveyed by it was a matter of the higheft moment. 
Confequently we cannot but conceive, that perfons ori- 
ginally inquifitive about other things, would be more 
than ordinary fo about this, becaufe their eternal wel- 
fare and happinefs did depend upon it. All perfons 
that are in reality truly religious, muft at Icaft be fup- 
. pofed to b^ very inquifitive after the ftate and condition 
of their fouls, efpecially upon a teftimony, if they had 
little or no affurance of the truth of it. 

That none of all thefe perfons who were rational and 
judicious in all human knowledge, Ihould be able to 

. difcover the falfity, if any. It is not reconcilable with 
the general prefumption of mankind concerning Divine 

. Providence, and the care God takes of them, to fup- 
pofe fo many perfons who fincerely defire to ferye God 
in that way and manner which is moft pleafing to him, 

. to go on in fuch a continual delufion, and never have 
it at all difcovered to them. If all thofe who have be- 
lieved in the doftrine of Chrift to be the only way to 

. falvation have been deceived, we muft either deny al- 
together a Divine Providence, or fay, the devil hath 
morepo^er to deceive mankind, than God to direft 
them, which is v. orfe than the former ; or elfe afferr, 

that 
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ttiat there are no fuch beings as either God or Devil^ 
but that all things came to pafs by blind chance and 
fortune. If fo, it makes it ftill more inexplicable why 
fuch multitudes of rational creatures, the thoughful, 
ierious, inquifitive part of mankind, as to fuch things, 
ihould all be poflelTed with the truth and certainty of 
them ; and the greater the reprobate, the more igno- 
rant, wicked, and profane any perlbns are, the more 
prone they arc to mock and deride the religious and 
inquifitive part of m^ankind, who believe them. If 
llich perfons fee more into reafon and truth than the 
fober and judicious part of mankind, let us bid adieu 
to humanity, and adore the brutes, if we admire their 
judgments moft, who come the neareft to them- 

The multitudes of the beforementioned perfons coa- 
fenting to the truths of the gofpel of Chrift, could 
have no other engagements to this confent, but only 
th^ir firm perfwafion of the truth of the dodrine 
conveyed by it, by reafon they who unanimoufly agree 
in it, are fuch perfons whofe other defign and intereft: 
in the world differ as much as men's do. If it had 
only been a confent of Jews, there might have been 
fome probable pretence to have fulpefted a matter of 
intereft in it. But as to thi^ thing, we find the Jews 
divided amonglt themfelves concerning it, do yet in- 
violably preferve thofe facred records amongft them, 
from which the truth of tfie dodrine of Chrift may be 
undoubtedly proved. 

Had the chriftian religion been enforced upon the 
-world by the Roman emperors at the time of its pro- 
itnulgation, there would have been fome fufficient f\if- 
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picion of a particular dcfign in it •, but on the contrary, 
though it came with no other authority or flxength but 
the evidence of its own truth, yet it made a ftrange 
and fudden alteration among perfons of all nations and 
degrees of men in a very Ihort time, making its way 
into the very heart of the Roman empire, Ipreading 
itfelf fo much, as that all forts and conditions of men, 
in innumerable places, were fuddenly become chriftians. 
What common tye could there be to unite all thefe 
perfons, if the undoubted truth and certainty of the 
doftrine of Chrift had not, which was firft preached to 
them by thofe perfons who were eye witneffes of Chrift's 
aftions, and had left facred records concerning the very 
quinteflence of the doftrines of Chrift, thofe admira- 
ble inftrudions, which were their only fure and certain 
guide to heaven. 

There are innumerable perfons who do acknowledge 
the truth of chriftianity, and yet could heartily wilh 
that the doftrincs of it were not true : fuch are all thofe 
perfons who are fenfual in their lives, and walk not 
agreeable to the rules of the gofpel, yet dare not quef- 
tion or deny the truth of it. Such who could heartily 
wilh there was no future ftate, nor judgment to come, 
that they might indulge themfelves in this world with- 
out fear of another : and yet their confciences are fo 
far convinced of, and awed by the truth of it, that 
they raife many perplexities and anxieties in their 
minds, which they would be moft willingly rid of, and 
which they never thoroughly can be, till inftead of 
having the name of chriftians, or being profeflbrs 
only, they come t6 live the life of chriftians, and arc 
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the difciplcs indeed of the blefled Jelus ; and are be- 
come experimentally acquainted with the truth and 
power of the holy religion of Jefus, which he has af- 
fured mankind fhall be the happy cafe of all thofe who 
hath his commandments and keepeth them, by ma- 
nifefting himfelf to fuch in a very peculiar way and 
manner,'* as promifed by him, recorded in John 
xiv. 21.*' who fhall know the truth fo as to make 
" them free," John viii. 32. and be fully fatisfied in 
themfelves, '* the dotftrine is from God," vii. 17. 

Therefore we find the more mankind have been ac- 
quainted with the praftice of chriftianity, the greater 
evidence they have had of the truth of it, and confe- 
quently have been more fully and jationally perfuaded 
of its veracity. There are fuch powerftil evidences of 
the truth of the doftrine of Chrift, by the efFedhial 
workings of the Ipirit of God upon their fouls, that all 
other arguments, as to their own fatisfaftion, may and 
do fall fhort of thefe. The poet Dautes is very per- 
tinent and fignificant, when he had introduced St. 
Peter, afking him what it was his faith was founded 
on, he anfwers, that the Ipirit of God doth fo fully dis- 
cover itfelf both in the Old and New Teftainent, that 
all other arguments are but dull and heavy, if com- 
pared with it. 

A truly enlightened confcience, a real vital chriftian, 
difcovers fo much beauty^ excellency, and dignity ixx 
the facred fcriptures, that they charm and ravifli 
the foul, which is unable to give a juft idea of it to 
others, who are not thus experienced, by reafbn the 
eyes of their underftandings are not illuminated to 
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ftt Its beauty and excellency, which a mind traly gra- 
cious is invefted with. How common is it in the world 
to find the attraftion of beauty to be an unaccountable 
thing ? One perfon does difcover beauty and charms in 
fome things, which others look on as mean and ordi- 
nary, if not contemptible -, and why may not it be 
much more fo in fpiritual and divine things, by thofe 
who want fpiritual eyes to difcover them ? Therefore 
it is, that good men enjoy that fatisfaftion in their 
own confcience^ relating to the truth of the gofpeU 
which others do not attain to, though they litewife fee 
the moft rational, ftrong, and convincing evidences, 
which induces them to believe its divine authority,; 
which evidence is then moft convincing, when it is fe- 
conded by the peculiar energy of the fpirit of God 
upon tl*eir fouls : but yet we fee the power and force 
of the truth of thefe things may be fo gieat, even upon 
fuch minds which are not yet moulded into the falhion 
of true goodnefs, that it does awe with its light and 
clearnefs, where it does not foften and alter by its 
heat and influence. Therefore whence cometh to pals 
that fuch powerful conviftions fliould ftick fo clofc to 
the confciences of thofe who would fain pull out thofe 
piercing arrows, but that they find a greater power in 
them than they are matters of ? therefore they cannot 
ftand againft the force with which they come upon 
them, neither find any falve to cure the wounds which 
are made within them, but by thofe very weapons 
which were the caufes of them : and therefore when 
wicked perfons under conflifts of confcience, cannot eafe. 
themfelves by direft atheifm, or finding reafons to caft 
^ fuch convictions, by difcovering any invalidity in 

the 
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the teftimony whereon the truth of thefe things dq)end, 
it is a certain and fure argument tliat there is abundance 
of truth in that teftimony, when mankind would endea- 
vpurto perfuade themfelves to believe the contrary, 
and yet cannot. The truth of this confent appears 
from the unanimity of it among thofe perfons wha 
have yet ftrangely differed from each other in many con- 
troverfies in religion. We fee hereby that this unanimity 
is no forced or defigned thing, becaufe we fee the per- 
fons agreeing in this, do very much difagree from each 
other in other things -, and the fame grounds and rea- 
fons ijdierein they difagree as to other things, would 
have held as thefe too, was there no greater evidence of 
tJic certainty of thefe things than of thofe they difagree 
in* It is not a queftion among thofe who differ fo 
much about the fenfe of fcripture, whether the fcrip^ 
ture itfelf be the word of God, although the very ac- 
counts on which mankind believe it to be fb hath been 
the fobjeft of no mean controverfy. 

All the. different denominations of chriftians in the 
whole world do agree in the matters of fad relative 
toit« 

That there was fuch aperfon as Jefrn Chrift, and that 
he did many great and wonderful miracles ; tliat he 
was crucified at Jerufalem, and rofe again from the 
dead the third day ; now thefe fadb contain the great 
fuperftrudure of^the chriftian faith : and therefore the 
multitude of othcir controverfies in the world ought to 
be fo far from weakening our faiA as to the truth of tbft- 
dodrine of Chrift (which men of weak judgment?, and 
atheiftical and deiftical fpirits pretend) that it ought to 
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ht a ftrong confirmation of it, when we fee per^itt 
who peeviihly quarrel with each other about Ibme infe- 
rior and lels weighty parts of religion, do yet unani- 
nloufly confent in the principal foundation of chriilian 
faith, and fuch whereon the neceflity of faith and obe- 
dience, as the way to falvation, does more immediately 
depend. 

And this may be one great reafon why the infi- 
nitely wife God may fufkr fuch lamentable contenti* 
ons and divifions to be in the chriilian church, that 
thereby inquifitive perfons may fee if the chriftian re- 
ligion had been a mere dcfign of fome politic per- 
fons, the quarrelfome world (where it is not held in by 
force) would never have conlented fo long in the own- 
ing fuch common principles which all their other con- 
troverfies are built upon ; and aldiough it be continu- 
ally feen that in divided parties one man is apt to run 
irom any tiling which is received by the other, and 
men do generally think they can never run far enough 
from thofe whofe errors they have once difcovered, 
yet this principle hath not carried any confiderable 
party of the chriftian world (out of their indignation 
againft thofe great corruptions which have crept into 
the world under a pretence of religion) to the difown- 
ing of the foundation of the chriftian faith, which muft 
be pardy imputed to the fignal hand of Divine Provi- 
dence, and pardy to thofe ftrong evidences which there 
are of the truth of that teftimony which conveys to us 
the foundation of the chriftian faith. 

Thus we fee how great and uncontrouled this con- 
fent is, as to the matters of fadl delivered down from 

the 
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the eyc-wknefles of them concerning the anions and 
miracles of the blcfled Jefus (which are contained in* 
the holy fcriptures as authentic records of them) and 
what a lure foundation there is for a firm aflent to 
the truth of the thing it contains fix)m fo-univerfal and 
uninterrupted a tradition. 

No rational account can be given for the admirable 
luccefs which die gofpel met with in the world in its 
preaching, unlefs the dodtrinc and miracles of the 
blefled Jefus were undoubtedly true. 

That the golpel of Chrift has been propagated with 
very wonderful fuccefs is extremely evident from the 
long continuance of it in die European part of the world. 

That this wonderful fuccefs fhould be an evidence of 

the truth of it will appear, if weconfiderhow thedodrine 

itsfelf was contrary to the general inclinations of the 
world, and how the propagation of it was fo much 

oppofed by all worldly power. The doctrine may be 

confidered either as to its crederida, or matters of faith i 

or as to its agenda, or matters of life and praftice : 

both thefc were contrary to the inclinations of the 

world; the former feemed hard and incredible, the 

latter harfh and impoflible. The matters of faith which 

are to be believed by the world, were no fuch things 

which we may imagine the vulgar part of mankind 

would be very forward to run after, or embrace, be- 

caufe contrary to the principles of their education, and 

the religion they were brought up in. The generality 

of mankind are very tenacious of thofe principles and 

prejudices which are fucked in at the time of their 

childhood and youth. 

There 
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There are fome religions,, the articles whereof are {o 
wild and monitrous, one would think it were impofllble 
that any rational creature fhould believe them : but 
they believe them moftly or only for this poor reafon, 
becaufe they are bred up tinder them : for moft certainly 
it is a very great advantage, that any religion has againfl; 
another, that it comes to ipeak firft, and thereby infi- 
nuates fuch an apprehenfion of itsfelf to the mind,' that 
becomes very difficult ever after to remove its prejudices, 
and fb can't be eafily brought to alter their opinion 
and judgment, though it be propofed in the moft ra- 
tional and convincing way and manner. 

All thofe who have been bred up under paganifm 
and the moft grofs idolatry, have therefore a very pre- 
vailing prejudice againft fuch a doftrine, which was in- 
tirely irreconcileable with that religion which they had 
been devoted to. The ftronger any prejudices are- 
fixed in the minds of mankind by education and cuftom, 
the greater ftrength and power muft that neceflarily be' 
in the goipel of Chrift, which did fo effeftually demo-' 
lifh thefc ftrong holds, and captivate the underftandings 
of mankind to the obedience of Chrift. 

Therefore Arnobius (Arnob. c. gentes I. 1.) tells 
the heathens that it is impoffible to fuppofe fo many 
perfons of fo many nations to be fo far befotted and 
infatuated, as not only to believe a religion to be true, 
which was contrary to that they were educated in, but 
to venture their lives as well as eftates upon it, had it 
not been difcovered to them in a moft certain and in- 
fallible way, by fuch who had been eye-witne0es of 
the aftions and miracles of Chrift and his apoftles. 

This 
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This therefore is fufficient to pcrfwadc and convince 
men on what firm foundations the faith of chriftians 
ftands, when in {6 Ihort a time it was fpread over all parts 
of the world ; and by the golpel the moft barbarous, 
inhuman nations were foftened into more tlian mere. i 
civility. 

That men of the greateft wit and parts, Orators, 
Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Lawyers^Phyficians, Philo- 
ibphers, have forfaken their former fentiments, and have 
very cordially embraced the doftrine of the blefled Je- 
fiis. Therefore if the power of education be fo ftrong 
upon the minds of mankind, to perfwade them of the 
truth of the religion they are bred up under, (which 
atheiftical and you deiftically difpofed peribns make 
advantage of) this is fo far from weakening the trutli of 
chriftianity, that it proves a great confirmation of it : 
Its having obtained ftich great fuccefs upon its firft 
preaching in the world, and notwithftanding the higheft 
prejudices from education were againft it. If then man^ 
kind be fo prone to believe that to be moft true which 
they have only been educated under, it muft argue a 
more than ordinary evidence and power in Chrift^s reli- 
gion, which unfettles, yea eradicates the very principles 
of their education •, which not only caufes them to que- 
ftion the truth of them, but totally renounce them, and 
embrace a religion diametrically oppofite to them. If wc 
confider the inveterate prejudices the principles of their 
education were backed with among the heathens ; when 
the gofpel of the blefled Jefus was firft made knovn 
to them, and what plaufible pretences they had of 
continuing in this religion which they were brought up 
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in, fijch as the pretended antiquity of it above the chrift* 
ian, it is to be wondered that fb many were fb foon and 
eafy prevailed with to overcome their prejudice. 
The grand thing pleaded ag^fl: the chriflians was, 
that they thought themfelves wifer than their forefa- 
thers. Cotta in TuUy, De Nat, Deorum, 1. 3. laid 

A this down, that the main principle of Pagan reli^on 
""•H[]7was, to believe the tradition of their forefathers, al- 

l though there be no cxiftence in reafon for it. And 
after he had difcovered the vanity of the ftoical argu- 
ments about religion, concludes with this, as the only 
thing that he refolved his religion into, as follows : 

r ** It is enough for us (fay they) that it comes by 
-^ *' tradition from our forefathers.** 

La£tantius fully fets forth the manner of pleading 
ufed by the heathens againft the chriftians in the point 
of antiquity, La6lant. de Orig. Error. 1. 2, c. 6. That 
" they counted tradition infallible, and knew no other 
way to find the truth of religion, but by its being con- 
veyed down to them from their forefathers. 

How fimilar do fuch perlbns plead, who contend for 
the corruptions crept into the chriftian church, who 
make ufe of the fame weak pretences for them, viz. that 
they were delivered down from the Fathers ? Who are 
you (fay they) that will fee farther than antiquity ? Now 
the very fame arguments by which the profeflbrs of chrift- 
iariity juftified the truth of their religion, (notwithfland- 
ing this pretended antiquity) will, with equal force, hold 
for a reformation of fuch inveterate abiifes, which, un- 
der a pretence of antiquity, have crept into the chriftian 
church. 

Where 
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« 

Where rcalbn and mere authority ftaiids in oppofidon, k 
he muft be of a very weak underftanding that knows ( [ 
not on which fide to determine, with the greateft ftrengthf v'^ 
of argument,' the jufteft way of reafoning. 

Amobius Ipeaks thus, c. gent. 1. 2. when mankind 
are charged with revolting from the religion of their 
forefathers, the fad is not prefendy to be condemned, 
but men are to fee to examine the reafons of it. Neither 
ought they fb much to look at what religion diey have 
left, as what it is they have embraced. If mere departing 
from the religion of our anceftors be the great fault, all 
thofe who own themfelves to be chriftians were them- 
felves guilty of it, when they revolted from heathenifm. 
If it be here faid the cafe is different, becaufe there 
was fufficient reafon for it, which there is not, as to th^ 
corruptions crept into the chriftian church : if lb, then all 
the difputes are taken off from matter of fad, or from 
the caufes inducing to it. 

Therefore if the proteftants be not able (as to the 
reafons and caufes of their feparations from the Romifh 
church) to manifeft that they were fufficient and rational 
to every unprejudiced reafonable mind, let them then b? 
blamed and charged with herefy, but not before. 

The rational and juft definition of herefy is, that it 
holds and fupports opinions contrary to the fuftdamen* 
tal points of religion, which is th^ cafe of the church 
(rf Rome, who pronounces herfelf infallible, and that no 
chriftians of any other denomination are inafalvablc 
condition. v 

But 
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^ But as ignorance is an infeparabic companion of 
^* impudence, it is the only poflible excufe that can be 




Y^zAc for them. As for thofe who know better, 
intercft fways them> and they are more knaves than 
fools, for by their craft they get their wealth. 

The principles of the Reformation are juftifiabic up- 
on the fame authority of reafon which the embracing 
t>f chriftianity was, when mankind from among the 
heathens became chriftians, and that the arguments 
made ufc of by the Romifh church againft the Proteftants 
fcparating from them, are fuch as would have juftified 
a pagan philofopher too, in not embracing chriftia- 
nity : or if it be unlawful for any party of men to divide 
from others in matters of religion, which pretend anti- 
quity and univerfality only, it had been unlawful for Phi- 
lofophers to have deferted Paganifm, as well as for Pro- 
teftants to defert Popery : for according to the principles 
of the Romanifts, the judgment in the cafe of the fe- 
paration, and of the truth of religion, lies in the party 
from which they depart. 

If we now do but apply this to the old Roman fenate, 
or emperors, in the affair of the chriftian religion, and 
the dividing from the heathen worfliip, we (hall quickly 
find how eafy a matter it will be to make chriftianity 
itsfelf a fchifm, and the doftrine of Chrift the 
greateft herefy. But as ftrong as thefe pretences were 
then, or fmce, the power of the doftrine of Chrift 
hath been fo great as to conquer them, and thereby to 
manifeft it was of God, when fuch potent prejudices 
•were not able to witliftand it 5 of which antipathy their 
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firft grcatelV* charge againft chtiftians was that of no- 
-vellifm : that they introduced a ftrangc and unheard-of 
Religion, 

The common queftion then was, Where was your 
religion before Jefus of Nazareth? And the fame 
queftion hath been fince afked the Proteftants by the 
Papifts, Where was your religion before Luther ? And 
the fame anfwer which ferved them, will ftand immove- 
able now, viz. there, where no other true religion is 
to be found, I mean in the written word of God, which 
is only contained in the facred Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament. For this was the grand weapon, where- 
by the primitive chriftians defended themfelves againft 
the aflaults of paganifm, notwithftanding its pretended 
univerfality. Setdements by laws of heathen worftiip were 
fb much pretended and pleaded for, that as far as we can 
find by the hiftory of the primitive church, the pretence 
on which the chriftian fuffered was fedition,and oppofing 
the eftablifhed laws. 

It appears by Tertullian, ApoL c. 38. that the chrifti- 
ans were reckoned among unlawful afl^mblies : the po- 
^ticians and ftatefmcn were all for preferving the civil 
laws ; they troubled not themfelves much about any 
religion, but only tliat which was fetded by their laws, 
which they fought to maintain and uphold ; for this rea- 
fon, becaufe the afting contrary to it might caufe Ibme 
difturbance to the civil ftate. 

There were feveral laws which the chriftians were 
brought under and condemned for the breach of. The 
law againft conventicles, (as they were frequently plcaf- 
ed to ftile them) which were the meetings of chriftians 

together j thence the places where the chriftians aflem- 

bled 
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bled for die worlhip of God, were commonly called con- 
venticles, Obfervat. in Amor. 1. 4, The reafon of it was 
becaufe the heathens judged thofe affemblies of chrift- 
ians to be illegal focieties. When the chriftians began 
to be fomewhat numerous, and had, according to the* 
principks of their religion, frequent affcmblings for di- 
vine worlhip, and did confederate together (by luch fym- 
bols as that of being waflied with water, and eating and 
drinking together, which was all the heathens appre- 
hended by their ufe of Baptifm and the Lord's Supper) 
the proconful and other magiftrates in their fevcral pro- 
vinces brought the chriftians under their edifts, and fo 
punifhed them for the breach of the laws. 

It appears by Pliny, Hb. x. cap. 97. in his epiftle to 
Trajan, that this was the only or chief caufe for which 
the wifer heathens did proceed againft the chriftians : 
for we firvd the proconful troubled not himfelf about 
the truth and evidence of the chriftian religion. 

And when any chriftians were brought before him, 
he frequently interrogated them whether they were chrift- 
ians or not; and if they perfilled in it that they were, then 
he punifhed them, not fo much for their religion, and 
for their ftcdfaftnefs to the doftrines of Chrift, as for the 
contempt of civil authority. , . 

That which the chriftians now pleaded for themfelves 
why they fhould not be reckoned among the faftions of 
the people, was that which they gave in anfwer to Kiny, 
viz. that all that they were chargeable >vith was, that 
they on their folemn days met together for divine wor- 
(hip, and to covenant with each other only for the prac- 
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ttce of thofc things, which were as much for tlie good 
of mankind in general, as it was for their own, viz, 
that they would not injure and defraud others as to their 
bodies or eftates ; but ftill chriftianity was looked on by 
them as a great innovation ; infomuch that the chrifti- 
ans were accufed of being enemies to mankind, as well 
as to their laws, by reafon they drew more off from 
their fuperftitious religion, than ever any fet of men 
had done before* 

Wlien St. Paul preached at Athens, the firft accufation 
againft him was, that he was a preacher of ftrange dei- 
ties, becaufe he preached to them " Jefus and the refur- 
** region," Aftsxvii. i8. And Demetrius at Ephefus 
knew no fuch potent argument againft St. Panl, as that 
his religion deftroyed 'the worfhip of Diana, whom all 
Afia and the world worfhipped, Afts xix. 17. 

The primitive chriftians were then accounted as it 
were antipodes to the whole world > on which account 
they were feverely dealt with. The reafon or ground the 
heathens had for detefting the chriftians was, that the 
chriftians declared enmity againft the idolatrous temples 
and worlhip of the heathens. 

Sometimes the heathens rage and malice was fo great as 
to accufe the chriftians with treafon, and to pronounce 
them enemies to all civil government, by reafon they 
would not facrifice for die Emperor's fafety. The accufa- 
tions againft them for treafon lay, in their refufing to 
fupplicate th?ir idol gods for the Emperor's welfare. 
They would not Iwear by the Emperor's genius i never?, 
thelefs they did not refufe to teftify their allegiance, and 
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to fwear by the Emperor's fafcty. However, they would 
not worlhip the Emperors as gods, which was then grown 
a common cuftom. Nay, die primitive chriftians 
were very fcrupulous of calling the Emperor Dominus, 
or Lord, becaufe the venerable name Lord was an attri- 
bute of God*s, applied as a name to him only in holy 
writ. The reafon of their fcruptilofity was not from any * 
qucftion they made of the fovereignty of princes, or 
their obligation to their obedience to them, (which they 
were very free in the acknowledgment of) but from a 
jealoufy and juft fufpicion that fomething of divine ho-? 
nour might be implied in it ; efpecially as the adoration 
of princes was grown a cuftom. Neither would the 
chriftians obferve tlieir public feftivals in the way and 
manner others did, which was attended with abundance 
of loofenefs and debauchery, by all forts of perfons, and 
was deemed and accounted by them a piece of real loy- 
alty ; which made the chriftians choofe the hazard of 
lofing their reputation of loyalty, than bear a part in 
iuch wickedneffes then ufed. 

They would have nothing to do either with the mad- 
nefs of the cirque, or the immodefty of the theatre, 
or the cruelty of the ampitheatre, or the vanity of the 
public wreftlings. Therefore we fee what a hard taflc 
the primitive chriltians had, when fo many laws were 
laid, as birdlime or traps in their way, to catch them ; 
fo that it was impoffible for them to profefs themfelves 
chriftians, and not run into a praemunire by their laws ; 
and therefore it cannot be conceived that many, ous of 
aflFcftation of novelty, fhould. then declare themfelves 

chriftians,' 
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chriftians, when fo much hazard attended the profeffing 
of chriifianity. 

Soft fpirhed men, and lovers of their own eafe^ 
woidd have found fome fine diflinftions and nice 
evafions to have reconciled themfelves to the public lawjs, 
by fuch things as the pi-imitive chriftians lb unanimously 
reftifedy becaufe tending to profanenefs or idolatry. 
Therefore the weapons whereby the apoftles and pri- 
mitive chriftians encountered the heathen world, were 
not flefhly or weak, but exceeding ftrong and power- 
ftil, in that they obtained fo great a conqueft, 2 Cor. 
X. 4, 5. oyer the imaginations and carnal reafoning of 
men, (which were their ftrong holds they fecured them- 
felves in) as to make them readily forfake their heathen 
worfliip, and become chearfiil fervants of Chrift, 

Thus we fee the power of the doftrine of Chrift, 
which prevailed over the principles of education, though 
backed with pretended antiquity, univerfality, and 
though eftabliftied by civil laws : which will appear if we 
confider that not only the matters of faith were con- 
trary to the principles of their education, but becaufe 
many of them feemed to be incredible to the natural 
reafon of mankind, that we cannot think perfons woul4 
be ever forward to believe fiich things. 

Every one almoft being fo very ready to take any 
advantage againft a religion which did fo little flattcf 
corrupt nature, either as to its power or capacity ; in- 
fomuch that thofe who preached this doftrine, declared 
openly to the world that foch perfons who would judge 
of the chriftian doftrine byXu^h principles which mere 
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natural reafon did proceed upon, (thofe whom St. Paul 
declared acknowledged nothing iupcrior to natural rea- 
fon, whereby to judge of divine truths) could not en- 
tertain matters of faith, or of divine revelation. But 
fiich things would fccm but folly to them that owned 
no higher principles than philofophy, or that did riot 
believe fuch a divine revelation. Such perfoni cannot 
know them by or from their philofophy. See i Cor. 
ii. 14. becaufe a divine revelation is the only way to 
come to a thorough underftanding of them. 

jch perfons who do not believe fuch a divine 
it is impoffible they fhould be competent 
the do^ne of Chrift ; fo that the only 
eceiving the doftrine of the gofpel is upon 
relation or declaration, that God himfelf, 
' begotten and well-beloved fon, and his 
th revealed or declared thefe grand and im- 
leries to the world as truth. On which ac- 
we are in duty and gr atitjd e bound to re- 
although they are infinitely fuperior to our 
fightcd, limited underftandings and com- 

But we fee generally in the world how few of tliofe 
did ■ believe the doftrine of Chrift, in compariibn to 
thofe who were the great admirers of the philofophy and 
way of learning which was then in vogue, and ib much 
cried up. The reafon was, becaufe chriftianity not only 
contained far, deeper truths and myfteries than any they 
were acquainted with, but were delivered top in a. way 
of great audioriry, commanding them to believe the 

do<5trin5 



doftrinc they preached, on the account of the divine 
authority of the revealers of it. Such manner of pro- 
pofal of doftrines to the world the philofophers of the 
Greeks were unacquainted with, which on that account 
they derided, not being fuited to the exaft method 
which their fcicnccs proceeded on. 

No doubt, if the apoftles had come among the 
Greeks with a great deal of pomp and oftentation, and 
had fed men's curiofitics with vain and unneccflary fpc- 
culations, they, might have had as many followers 
among the Greeks, for their fakes, as Chrift had among 
the Jews for the fake of the loaves and fiflies. But the 
affairs of the goipel being of more inward worth and 
moment, than of outward pomp and (how, the vain 
and empty Greeks prefently had a quarrel with the 
manner of propofing them, as that they came not in a 
way of clear demonftration, but infifted fo much upon 
faith as foon as they were delivered. 

Thence CeHiis and Galen thought they had reafbii 
chough to rejeft the laws of Mofes, and of Chrift, 
becaufe Celfiis found that they were foch dodbrines 
which required faith and obedience, without giving 
the realbn of mankind (as they thought) an account 
of the things commanded; as if the authority of 
the great legiflator Chrift, fofficicntly .manifefted, was 
not enough to enforce a law, unleis a fufficient 
account were given of the things required, to the 
purblind reafon of every individual pcrfon^s actuated 
paflions and private interefts, as to the jirfHce and equity 
pf it. And fo the primary obligations tg faith and obe- 
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dience, on the part of mankind, mufl: arife not from 
the evidence of divine authority, but of the thing itfelf, 
which is revealed to the moft impartial judgment of 
every one to whom it is propofed : which thofe who are 
fcnfible how fhort and limited the ftock of realon is> 

• 

at the belt, in mankind, and how eafily diat which 
they have, is moulded and fafhioned, according to pre- 
judices and intercft already entertained, will look upon 
only as a defign to comply with the carnal defires of 
mankind, in that thereby none fliall be bound to go 
any further than their blind and corrupted mind fhall 
lead them. 

Now thefe being the terms on which the golpcl of 
Chrift muft have expefted entertainment in the gentile 
world, how impoffibic had it been ever to have found 
any fuccefs amongft mankind, had there not been a fuf- 
ficient evidence given to it, by the power of miracles ? 
That however ftrange and incredible the do6trine 
might have fecmed, yet it was to be believed, becaufe 
there was fufficient means to convince mankind it was 
of divine revelation. Neither were thofe matters of 

• 

faith contrary only to the corrupt inclinations of the 
worlds but likewife were the precepts of life; fo 
alfo are thofe things in chriftianity which concerned 
praftice. 

There are two grand things which are the main fcope 

and defign of chriftianity, neceffary to take mankind 

off from their fins and the world, and of all things 

thefe are they which the hearts of mankind are fo in* 

cumbered with. 

For 
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For the precepts of the golpel are fuch which re- 
quire the greateft purity of heart and life, Matth. v. 8. 
and which call upon mankind to deny themfelves, Matth. 
xvi. 24. *' and all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to 
** live foberly, and righteoufly, and godly, in this pre- 
" fent world, Titus ii. 12. " That they muft be 
** cleanfed from all filthinefs both of flefli and Ipirit^ 
•* and muft perfed: holinefs in the fear of God, 2 Con 
vii. I. Having named the name of Chrift, they 
muft depart from all iniquity, 2 Tim. ii. 19. That 
♦* they muft fet their afFeftions on things above, not on 
" things on the earth," Coloff. iii. 2. and that the got- 
pel enforceth thefe precepts of holinefs with the 
moft terrible denunciations of the wrath of Qod on 
thofe who difobey them* That *^ the Lord Jefus Chrift 
•* (hall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty an^ 
gels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gofpel of Jefiis 
** Chrift ; who fhall be punifhed with everlafting de- 
ftruftion from the prefence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power,'* 2 ThefT. i. 7, 8, 9. That 
" the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all 
**. ungodlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold 
" the truth in *jnrighteoufnefs,'* Rom. i. 18. That 
no perfbn who lives in the habitual pradtice of any 
known fin, fhall inherit the kingdom of God, i Cor. 
vi. 9, 10. ** That no man fhould deceive them with 
" vain words : for becaufe of thefe things cometh the 
** wrath of God upon the children of difobedience,** 
Eph. V. 6. That mankind do but vainly flatter them- 
felves, when they feek to reconcile unholy lives with 
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the hopes of future happinefs : for the doftrinc of the 
goipel politively declares, ** that without holinels no 
•' man (hall fee the Lord/* Heb. xii. 14. And then in 
reference to things of this prefent life, which mankind 
biify themfelves fo much about, the goipel pofitively 
declares, that " they who love this world, the love of 
*' the Father is not in them, i John ii. 1 5. That the 
*' friendfhip of this world is enmity with God. Who* 
" foever therefore will be a friend of the wOrld, is 
" enmity with God, James iv. 4. That they muft not 
•Vlook at the things which arc feen, but at the things 
*' which are not feen j for the things which are feen 
^' are temporal -, but the things which are not feen arc 
*' eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18. For the converlation of real 
" chriftians is in heaven,** Philip, iii. 20. Therefore 
the bleflcd Jelus hath commanded them to " lay up 
" for themfelves treafures in heaven, where neither 
*' moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
" break through and fteal,'* Matt. vi. 20. Now the 
whole defign of the doctrine of Chrift being to per- 
fuade mankind to lead a holy and heavenly life while 
they are in this world, *• thereby to be made meet par- 
*' takers of the inheritance with the faints in light/^ 
Coloff. i. 12, 

Therefore can we think fuch numbers of perfons 
whofe hearts were wedded to fin and the world, 
could fo fuddenly have been brought off from both 
thefe enchantments, without a divine power accompa- 
nying that doftrine which was preached to them ? St. 
Paul declared, " He was not alhamed of the goipel 
** of Chrift, it being the power of God unto falvation,** 
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Rom. i. 16. for indeed, no other power could be thus 
prevalent. 

Though the gofpel of Chrift be the only true myftcry, 
yet the propagators of it do not do by it as the hea-. 
thens are wont to do with their famous Eleufinian my- 
fteries, which was kept lb fecret by all the myftse. St. 
Paul declares he knew no reafon he had to be alhamed 
of any thing in the eyes of the gofpel, that he fhould 
labour its concealment, or fhould not advance its vene- 
ration ; for the more public the gofpel is, the more it 
manifefts its power, for through it God is pleafed 
mightily to work, in order to the falvation both of 
Jew and Gentile : and of all the fuccefs of the golpel, 
that upon the lives of mankind deferves the greatefl 
confideration. The great efficacy and power of the 
gofpel was abundantly feen in that great alteration 
which it wrought in all thofe who were the hearty em- 
bracers of it. 

The philofophers did very frequendy and defcrvedly 
complain of the great inefficacy of all their moral pre- 
cepts upon the minds of mankind, and that by all their 
infbxiftions they improved more in knowledge than in 
real goodnefs. But now chriftianity not only enforced 
greater duties on mankind with greater power and au- 
thority 5 for the fcriptures does, as St. Auflin fpeaks, 
not make fome obflreperous, or clamorous, like thofe 
tinkling cymbals the phik>fophers, but it awes the fouls 
of mankind with the majefly of that God from whom 
they come. Neither was it a great and empty found, 
which was heard in the preaching of the gofpel ^ but 

when 



.[ io6 ] 

when God thundered therein, he " broke, down tfic 
^ ftately cedars, and fhook die wildemefs, and made 
V the hind to calve, and difcovered the foreflfs : and in 
** his temple doth every one fpeak his glory,** Pf. xzix. 
£. 8, 9. He humbled the pride of mankind^ uniettled 
the gentile world from its former foundations, and 
wrought great alterations on all thofe who attended it, 
ib as to obey it. 

The whole defign of the gofjpcl is comprized in thofe 
words which St. Paul affures lis were fpoken to him by 
the blefled Jefus himfelf, when he ordained him to be 
Jiis apoftle, whidi was, ** to open men's eyes, and to 
•• turn them from darknefs to light, and from the 
•* power of Satan unto God ; that they might receive 
•* forgivenefs of fins, and an inheritance among them 
•* which are fandified by faith in Jelus Chrift," Afts 
xxvL 1 8. And the efficacy of this doftrine, in order 
to thefe great ends, was abundandy feen in the preach- 
ing of that apoftle, who was moft inftrumental in 
converting mankind to fobriety and holinefs. 

What ftrange perlbns were the Corinthians, before 
they were converted to chriftianity ? for when St. Paul 
had enumerated many or moft of the vileft and moft 
abominable practices of mankind, he immediately adds, 
*' and fuch were fome of you ; but ye are waflied, but 
•* ye are fanftified, but ye are juftified in the name of 
<* the Lord Jefus, and by the fpirit of our God,*' i Cor. 
vL 10, II. 

The more dangerous any diftemper is, the more 
malignant is its nature, the more inveterate its continu- 
ance. 
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ance, the greater muft be the efficaqr of the remedy, 
iirfiich works the cure of it, and the power of grace is 
therefore certainly the more feen in . CQnverfion, the 
greater the fins have been before ic 

It is an eafier matter for to remove a difeaie on its firit 
onfet, than it is to cure i^ when it is of a very long 
continuance. 

Now the grand power and efficacy of the goQ)el 

wrought upon all forts ahd kinds of perfons, to mani-* 

feft to the world there was no diftemper of men's fouls fo 

great but there was a poffibility of a remedy for it ; 

and not only fo, but pregnant and vifible inftances 

were given of the power and efficacy of it ; for they 

themfelves fhew oft, faith St. Paul, " what manner of 

" entering in we had among you, and how ye turned 

** unto God from idols to ferve the living and true 

"** God, and to wait for his fon from heaven, whom he 

** raifed from the dead ; even Jefus, which delivered us 

** from the wrath to come,*' i Theff. i. 9, 10. Now 

that which manifefted the exceeding great power and 

excellency of the gofpel was, that it not only turned 

men from one way of worlhip to another, which is an 

affair of fome difficulty, but that it turned men alio 

together with that, from their lufls and fcnfuality, to 

a holy and unblameable life : for finners being more 

in love with their fins than opinions, it mufl necefla- 

rily be a greater power which draws mankind from the 

praftice of habitual fins, than that which makes them 

only change their opinions, or alter the way of worfhip 

they were brought up in. 

This 
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This is that which Origcn, throughout his works 
againftCelfus, triumphs in, as the moft fignal evidence 
of a divine power in the doftrinc of Chrift, that it 
wrought fo great an alteration in all thofe that truly 
embraced it : thofe who were vicious, debauched and 
diflblute, it made them temperate, fober an|d religious. 

The doftrine of Chrift converted the moft wicked 
if^ho villificd it, (from all their debaucheries) to a life 
moft fuitable to nature and reafon, and to the practice 
of all virtues ; therefore certainly the gofpel could not 
warit that commendation among all the ingenuous mo- 
ralifts, that it was die moft excellent inftrument in tlic 
world to reform the lives of mankind, and to promote 
real goodnefs in it, when they could not but take no- 
tice of {o many perfons continually fo brought off 
from their vain converfations and folly, to a life feri- 
ous, fober, and unblameable -, nay, and fome of the 
chriftians were perfons of fo much integrity and good- 
nefi, that their greateft enemies were forced to fay that 
their only fault was that they were real chriftians. " Bonus 
** vir cujus tantum quod chriftianus, (a very good man, 
«* only a chriftian) :" but one would have thought this 
Ihould have made them have a higher opinion of chriftia- 
nity, when it did fo fuddenly make fo many good men in 
the world ; elpecially when this power was fo manifefted 
on perfons who were fuppofed incapable of being re- 
formed by philofophy ; young, illiterate, mean-fpirited 
perfons* 

Therefore it may be juilly fuppofed that it was not 
by the ftrength of their own reafon that this alteration 

was 
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was wrought within them, but by that divine power 
which was able to tame the moft unruly, to inftruft 
-the moft ignorant, to raife up the moft fordid perfons 
to foch a generous tetnpef, as to flight the good things 
of this life, in comparifoh of thofe which are to come. 
And fo remarkable was the difference of life then 
between thofe who were chriftians, and thofe who 
were not, (as there is now between a real vital chriftiah 
and a libertine, a free-thinker) that Origen therefore 
dares Celfus for to compare them, in point of morality, 
with any other focieties of nunkind in the world i fof 
the churches of God which are difciplcd to Chrift, 
when compared with other focieties, fhine among them 
like lights in the world ; for who can but confeis-that 
even the very worft part of the chriftian churcl^s exceeds 
the beft of the popular ailemblies ? for he aflures him 
that the church of God which was at Athens was very 
quiet and peaceable, becaufe it fought to approve itfelf 
only to God ; but the popular aflemblies at Athens were 
feditious and quarrelfome, and in nothing comparable t^ 
the church of Chrift there : fo it is, if we compare the 
churches of Corinth and Alexandria with the aflemblies 
of the people there. So that any candid enquirer after 
truth will exceedingly wonder, (how fuch a fair ifland 
ihould appear in the midft of fuch a feaof widccdnefs 
as was in thele cities ; and how thefe churches of Go^ 
fhould be planted in fuch rude and profane places : fy 
the fame author goes on to compare die church's fenate 
with that of the city's. The church officers, with theirs df 
the aflembly,appealed and declared that thofe among them 

who were moft lukewarm in their office, did yet far ex- 
ceed 
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ceed all the city magiftrates in all manner of virtues. 
Now if thefe things be fo, how reafonaUe and becoming 
is it that all vital chrifUans (hould admire and adore the 
divine power and goodnefs of God, who brought about 
and accomplifhed fuch glorious deiigns and ends by his 
only begotten Son, and that, not only for the converiion 
and falvation of a few, but of great multitudes ? The 
twelve apoftles were the firft fruits of this plentiful har- 
veft of converts which afterwards fucceeded ; and al- 
though Celfus (an Epicurean) feems to deny the pofli- 
bility of any fuch thing as eonvo-fion, by reafon cufto- 
jnaryfins become a iecond nature, that nopunifhment 
can reform them, yet, faith Origen, he not only contra- 
dided us chriftians, but all fuch who acknowledged any 
generous principles of philofophy, and did not de^air 
of recovering virtue, as a thing feafible by human na- 
ture ; and gives inftances to prove the poflibility of it 
from the antient heroes, Hercules and Ulyfles, and 
from the two philofbphers Socrates and Muibnius, and 
the two famous converts to philofophy, Phasden and 
Fdeman : but yet, faith he, thefe are not fo much to be 
wondered at, that the eloquence and reafon of the phi- 
lofbphers fhould prevail on fome very few perlbns, but 
that the mean and contemptible language of the apoftles 
fhould convert fuch multitudes from intemperance to 
fobriety, from injuftice to fair dealing, from cowardice 
to the higheft conftancy, yea, fo great too as to lay down 
their very lives for the fake of virtue. 

How then can we but admire fo divine a power as 
was feen in it ! therefore it is fo far from being iilipoflibld^ 
that it is not at all difiicult for corrupt nature to be al- 
tered 
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tcrcd and changed by the rich grace of God, in preach- 
ing the glorious gofpel of Chrift. 

Ladantius exqcllendy manifcfts, that philofophy 
could never do fo much good in the world as chriftianity 
did, by reafon that was not fuited at all to common ca- 
pacities, and did require fo much ftill in the afts to pre- 
pare men for it 5 therefore it was impoflible all fhould 
be well fldUcd in it, who yet are as capable of being 
happy as any others are ; and how inefficacious the prin- 
ciples of philofophy were to make themcompletely happy 
appeared by the philofophers themfelves, who were very 
far from having conquered their mafterly paffions, and 
were frequendy obliged to acknowledge t;hat nature 
was too headftrong to be helped by fuch weak reins as 
the precepts of philofophy were. 

The great influence that divine precepts have upon 
the fouls of mankind daily experience convinces every ^ \ \ 
rational mind of ; for thofe who before were paffionatc^ 
covetous, fearful, luftful, cruel, ui^uft, vicious, upon 
their being chriilians became mild, liberal, courageous, 
temperate, merciful, juft, unblamcable, which never 
any were brought to by mere philofophy, but rathe? 
taught the art of concealing vices, than of healing 
them. 

But now when chrillianity was fo effedlual in the cure 
of thefe diftempers, which philofophy gave over as in* 
curable, and cured them With & grdat fucceis, and that 
not in a Paracelfian way,, for them to relapfe afterwards 
with greater violence •, but It did fo thoroughly unfetdc 
the fomes morbi, that it Ihould pevcr get fo great a 
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head agsdn. Does not this argue a power more than phi* 
lolbpIiica],which could be nothing lels than divine power, 
that tended fb much to reform all mankind, and pro- 
mote real virtue and goodnefs throughout the world ? 

When we confider what continual oppofition chriftia- 
nity met with from worldly power and policy, we fliall 
find it impoflible, that if it had been a cunningly divif^ 
cd fable, or any mere contrivance of impoftors, but that 
it muft have been difcovered, when the moft potent and 
fiibtile perfons bent their whole wits to difcover it. It 
was the mafter defign of the Roman emperors Julian and 
Dioclefian, to root out and abolifh chriftianity. And was 
it only the fubtilty of the chriftians which made thefe 
potentates give over their purixiit in delpair of accom*- 
plifliing it ? If the chriftians were fuch ibbtile people, 
whence came all their enemies to agree in one common 
calumny, that they were a company of poor, weak, 
ignorant, inconfiderate men ; and if they were fo, how 
came it to pafs that by all the power and wifdom of 
magiftracy and philoibphy they could never exterminate 
thefe poor filly chriftians, but on the contrary, as they 
cut them down, they grew up the fafter, and fo in- 
creafed by perfecution, as was furprifing truly ? 

Therefore it muft neceflarily follow, that there muft 
be fomething more than ordinary, and yery peculiar, 
in chriftianity, from all other religions, it not being ad- 
vanced or promoted by any civil powers, but on the 
contrary oppofed by them, and yet it gained ground 
by this tyranny. 

Therefore it is an obfcrvable circumftance, that the 
firft chriftian Emperor (who aftcd as Emperor in de- 
fence 
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fence of the chriftian faith) viz. Conftantlne, who did 
not appear in the world till chriftianity had fpread itfelf 
over moft parts of the habitable world : God thereby 
letting us fee that though the civil power, when be-* 
come chriftian, might be very ufeful for the protefting 
of chriftianity, yet that he ftood in no need at all of 
it, in order to propagate it abroad in the world. But 
we find it was quite otherwife in that religion which 
had Mars its afcendant, (Mahometifm) for, like Para- 
celfus his daemon, it always fat upon the pummel of the 
fword, and made its way in the world merely by force 
and violence ; and as its firft conftitution had much of 
blood in it, fo by the fame way hath it been fed and 
nourilhed ever fince. But it was quite otherwife with 
the chriftian religion : this never thrived better than in 
the moft barren places, nor triumphed more than when 
it faffered moft -, nor fpread itfelf farther than when it 
encountered the greateft oppofition. And herein was 
feen the great force and efficacy of the dodrine of 
Chrift, that it bore up men's Ipirits under the greateft: 
miferies of life, and made them with chearfulnefe to 
undergo the moft exquifite torments, which the cruelty 
of tyrants could invent or inflift. 

The Stoics and Epicureans boaft that their wife. men 
wuuld be happy in the bull of Phalaris, were but empty 
a(ui Thrafpnical words 5 which none would venture the 
t/^Uth of by an experiment upon themfelves. 

It was the Chriftian alone, and not the Epicurean, that 
could truly fay, in the^midft of torments, " Suave eft 
& nihil euro :" and might juftly alter a little of tha: 
common faying qf the chriftiAJR$, and fay, " Non magna 
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** loquimur, fed parimur,** as well as vivimtis, i. e* the 
chriftians did not fpeak great things, but do and fulFer 
them ; and this gained not only great reputation of inte- 
grity to themfelves, but advanced the honour of their 
religion in the world, when it was fo apparently feen 
that no force or power was able to withlland it. Will 
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'^ not this perfwade and convince you that the chriftian re- s 
i 1^ ligion comes from God, (is divine) confequently infallibly ^ 
true ? You fee that no fears, penalties or torments were 
able to make a chriftian alter his profeflion, who with 
chearfulneis would rather bid adieu to life, than to 
his Saviour. This Origen likewife frequently takes notice 
of, when Celfus had objeded againft the novelty of 
chriftianity, " the more wonderful it is, (faith Origen) 
that in fo fhort a time it fliould fo largely Ipread itfelf 
in the world ; for if the cure of men*s bodies is not 
wrought without a divine permiffive providence, how 
» j much lefs the cure of fo many thoufands of fouls, which 
I . have been converted at once to humanity and chriftia- 
" nity ; efpecially when all the powers in the world were, 
from the firft propagation of it, engaged to hinder the 
growth and progrefs of this glorious dodhine of the 
blefled Jefus ? And yet, notwithftanding all the oppoGtion 
of men and devils, the word of God grew and multi- 
plied greatly, Afts vi. 7. and increafcd in number daily, 
Afts xvi, 5. and at length became matters over all its 
enemies, and not only fpread itfelf quite through Greece, 
but through a great part of the world befides, and con* 
verted an innumerable gynpany of ibuls to the true 
worlhip and fervice of God. . 

Thus 
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Thus it is manifeft to every rcflefting, rational mind, 
from all the concomitant circumftances of the propaga- 
tion of the glorious gofpcl of the bleffed Jefus, that no- 
thing lefs then a divine power accompaning it was fuffi- 
cient to oppofe and deftroy the fury of worldly power 
and policy, and the prejudice, obftinacy and malice of 
.unbelievers, and to^prevail on fuch an innumerable num- 
ber of perlbns, contrary to the principles of their educa- 
tion, and to their indulged paffions and vices, to their 
pride and coveteoufnefs, to fhake off ail thefe their gol- 
den chains and fetters, and put on the yoke of Chrift, 
and learn of him to be meek and lowly in heart. Matt. 
xi. 29. crucifying their flefh, with the affeftions and 
lufls. Gal. V. 24. " mortifying their members which 
are upon the earth : fornication, uncleannefs, inordi- 
nate afFedtion, evil concupifcence and coveteoufnefs -, 
putting off anger, wrath, malice, blafphemy, and fil- 
*^ thy communication, having put off the old man with 
** his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is re- 
*♦ newed in knowledge, after the image of him that 
" created him, Coloff. iii, 5. 8,9, 10. The eyes of their 
** underftanding being opened, and turned from dark- 
" nefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
*' that they may receive forgivenefs of fins, and inheri- 
" tahce among them' which are fandtified by faith that 
♦« is in the bleffed Jefus," A<5ls xxvi. 18. God grant 
this may be your happy condition, that you may in reality 
know fo as to experience with d|reat pleafure and delight, 
in this your day, the^hings that belong to your peace 
and comfort in this world, and thofe which will be for 
j'our unlpcakable joy and happincfs in the world t(> 

K 2 come. 



(C 

(C 
4C 







[ n6 ] 

come, before they are for ever hid from youreyet,' 
Therefore let me earneftly befeech you fo as to prevail 
with you not to wander any longer in the ftupid, wild, 
ridiculous mazes of infidelity, ** but feek the Lord 
while he may be found } call upon him while he is 
near,** Ifa. Iv. 6, Labour to procure the knowledge 
of God's will, and to obtain his grace and favour. 
Search after the light of life, the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
hearken to his inltrudions, obey his precepts. 

Do you not judge it fit and rational to follow after 
righteoufnefs, in order to obtain everlafting happi- 
nefs ? If fo, ** look unto the rock whence ye are 
•* hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are dig- 
*' ged, Ifa. li. i • Have you not changed your glory for 
«* that which doth not profit ? Be aftoniihed, O ye hea- 
*' vens ! at this, and be horribly afraid ; be ye very de- 
" folate, faith the Lord, for my people hath commit- 
" ted two evils ; they have forfaken me the fountain of 
*' living waters, and hewed them out citterns, broken 
** cifterns, that can hold no water, Jen ii. 12, 13. There- 
*' fore henceforth be no more children, toffed to and 
•* fro, and carried about with every wind of doArine 
** by the flight of men, and cunning craftinefs, wherc- 
" by they lie in wait to deceive,'* Eph, iv, 14. 
Beware of falfe teachers, whom St, Peter Tiath pro- 
phefied " Ihall privily bring in damnable herefies, 
*' even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
** upon themfelves fwift deftruftion, 2 Peter ii. i. who 
•* were before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
*' .ungodly men tui^nihg the grace of our God into la- 
*« icivi(iufriefs, ahi, denying the only Lord God, and 
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^ our Lord Jcfus Chrift, Jude iv. Let no man deceive 
<« you with vain words, for becaufe of thefe things 
" Cometh the wrath of God upon the children of difobe- 
" dience ; be not ye therefore partakers with them/* 
Eph. V. 6, 7. but open your minds and hearts to con- | 

viftion ; root out, extricate from thence all obftinacy ; 
ihake off prejudices of every kind, in order that you 
may receive the truth in the love of it. You that have 
heard of the grand cmbaffy of the only begotten Son 
of God : you that have given little or no attention to it ; 
jrou that have read the glorious gofpel of Chrift curlb- 
rily, with lefs credulity than you give to a common blun- 
dering, right or wrong news-paper, do not trifle away 
your precious time any longer. " Wherefore do you 
fpend your money for that which is not bread ; and 
your labour for that which fatisfieth not ? hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline 
your ear, and go unto Chrift, and your foul fliall 
live," Ifa. Iv. 2, 3. Receive the divine word of his 
grace with humility and reverence, attention and can- 
dour, with an honeft upright heart, defirous of believ- 
ing and knowing the truth. Make it your principal 
ftudy frcqucndy and fcrioufly to meditate on it. Impar- 
tially view and well "weigh the whole defign and tenden- 
cy of chriftianity, and you will find it entirely calculat- 
ed to make mankind holy and good, like God himfelf,, 
who fent redemption to his people -, ^' who folove^ the 
*' world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-' . 
" Ibever belicvcth in him fliould not pdrifh,* but have 
** everlafting life, John iii. 16, Who gave himfelf for: 
*? our fins> that he might deliver us from this' prefent 
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evil world, according- to the will of God and our Fa- 
ther, Gal. i. 4. who was wounded for our tranfgret 
•' lions, and bruifed for our iniquities, the chaftifement 
** of our peace was upon him, and with his flripes arc 
*« we healed," Ifa. liii. 5. difpelling the fting of death 
out of our corrupted polluted nature, who bore Our fins ^ 

in his own body on the tree, and that for no other 
reafon, confideration, or motive whatever, *' than that 
<' mankind might become dead to fin, and might live 
** unto righteoufncfe, i Peter ii, 24. in order to make 
" us meet partakers of the faints in light, Colof. i» 12. 
" and to receive a crown of glory that fadedi not away, 
*' I Peter v. 4. a crown of righteoufncfs, which the 
** Lord the righteous Judge fhall give unto all them 
** that love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. who will ren- 
*' der unto every man according to his deeds ; to them 
*' who by patient continuance in well doing feek for 
*' glory, honour, and immortality; eternal life; but 
*' unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
*' the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, indignation and 
*' wrath, tribulation and anguilh, unto every foul of 
" man that doeth evil, of the Jew firft and alfo of the 

i 

** Gentile ; but glory honour and peace to every man j 

" that worketh good ; to the Jew firft, and alfo to the 
" Gentile : for there is no refpeft of perfons with 
*' God, Rom. ii. 6. to 12. Be not deceived, God is not 
" mocked, for whatfoever a man foweth, that fhall he 
*« alfo reap-, for he that foweth to his flefti fhall of his 
flefli reap corruption, but he that foweth to the ^^i- 
rit, fhall of the fpirit reap life everlafling,'* Gal. vi. 7, 
8. Therefore let me befeech you to examine your own 
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hearts whether it is your incUnation and defirc to hft 
fuch perfons in all refpefts as the fublime religion of the 
blefled Jefus requires mankind to be, which your con- 
Iciences muft tell you is rational. 

-^ Would you be beft pleafed to find his religion true or 
/falfe ? are you willing to reft fatisfied in your increduli- 
ty, and fo think no more about it ? Confider, if you 
have any beloved, accuftomed^ favourite; paffion^ which 
you like to indulge, and that are contrary to the purity 
and holinefs of the doiSrine of Chrift, and which you 
vainly imagine the religion of nature does not forbid 
yoii, but may indulge without incurring the dilplea- 
fure of almighty God. 

If this is your real cafe, which is very much to be 
feared is the cafe of many, what will be the confequencc 
of all fiich Deitts or Freethinkers, who defire and en- 
deavour not to believe in divine revelation, I anfweir, 
the confequence of all fuch will be, that they will not 
be at any pains in order to find it true : they will 
not fo muqh as pray to almighty God to enlighten their 
. underilandings in order to receive the truth in the love 
of it, by. reafon they do not defire the chriftian religion 
to be true, the morals of it being too refined for 
chem ; they don*t indulge brutifli fcnfuality. 

. Chriftianity requires purity of heart and holinels of life. 
It commands men to fet bounds to all their paffions,. xp 
c luft of their flefh, the luft of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, and requires them to be humbled, mortified, and 
fubdued in heart, which is not at all pleafing to carnal 
minds, " who love darknefs rather that light, becaufe 
^' their deeds are evil, John iii. 19. for they hated the 

K 4 - !' light. 



I ^20 ] 

" light, neither cometh to the light, left their deeds 
** fhotild be reproved," ver. 20. Therefore in order to 
ftifle and filence their confcience, they will and do fur-- 
ni(h their minds '^ith every loofe unreftrained principle, 
which has the leaft fliadow of reafon to favour their dar- 
ling fins, their beloved vices. They will readily and 
chearfully embrace every audacious autlior that endea- 
vours to undermine and invalidate the authenticity of 
the divine oracles, and love dearly the company of 
thofe that burlefque them, that are fatyrical, witty in 
their vain imaginations, are wife in their own conceits : 
their favourites Ihall be thofe who can bring moft argu- 
ments in order to ridicule chriftianity. Tis to be feared 
this is the dilpofition and praftice of many of our mo- 
dfem faihionable deiftical freethinkers , or, to fpeak more 
properly, inflaved thinkers : becaufe they are tied and 
chained with their lufts and paflions, and therefore can*t 
think freely, no more than a flave can aft freely. 

To fuch pitiful perfons, all the moft cogent arguments 
chriftians are capable to bring, though fet off with the 
greateft reafon and eloquence, in order to recommend 
the refined, pure religion of the blefled Jefus, are of no 
fervice to tliofe who are thus wilfully enflaved, blind and 
deaf. 

You Delfts would do well, exceeding well, and aA 
rationally, thoroughly to confider and well weigh the 
reafons which the blefled Jefus has given, why fb 
many unbelievers continue in their blindnefs and wil- 
ful obftinacy, which is as follows : " This is the con- 
** demnation, that light is come into the world, and 
«' men loved darknefs rather than light, becaufe their 
** deeds are evil," Johniii. 19. No wonder then that 
^ fuch 
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fuchenflaved thinkers and a<5tors do not«mbiiu:ethe-trud^ 
in the love of it, fince their deeds or addons, and truth and 
goodnefs,is at fuch variance and enmity one with another. 
Therefore now my hearty and finccre prayer to almighty 

God is, that he would permit fome fore afBidtion to befall 
all (lich enflaved thinkers and aftors, in order to alarm, 
roufe and frighten them, fo as that they might come to 
their right fenfes, and fliake off their chains and fetters, 
which is the principal caufe of their incredulity, that they 
may be defirous and willing to come to the knowledge of 
the truth, ib as to be thoroughly convinced and con- 
verted, and become the difciples indeed of the blefled 
Jefus, vital chriftians, real believers. 

Almighty God has declared that " in the time of trou- 
^ ble mankind will fay, arife and fave us, Jer. ii. 27. in 
*' their affliftion they will feek me early,** Hofea v. 15. 
The royal pfalmift moft pioufly acknowledged that before 
" he was afflifted he went aftray, but afterwards he 
*« kept God*s w ord ; and again he abfolutely declares 
that it was good for him that he had been afflidled, 
that he might learn the ftatutes of God. And that the 
*' law of his mouth was better unto him than thoufands 
" of gold and filver,** Pfalms cxix. 71, 72. God al- 
mighty grant affliftions and calamities may have this 
genuine and happy effeft on you ; then you will think 
yourfelves obliged to me for praying for afflidtions for 
you, and be exceeding thankful to God for permitting 
them to befall you. O that yoii may fee with your eyes and 
hear with your cars, and be converted and healed, which 
will be in reality your happy cafe, if withhumility and fin* 
cerity, and fervency of foul, you prayto God, and hearken 
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to his word, and fcek him, and fearch for him with all 
your heart, then he will be found of you, Jer. xxix. 12,13,. 
14. God grant that you may know in this your day the 
things wliich belong to your everlafting peace, before 
the night of death comes, when they will be for ever hid 
^•om your eyes. " Behold, now is the accepted time ; 
•* behold, now is the day of falvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
** Whatfocver thy hand findeth to do, da it with thy 
** might, for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
** ledge, nor wifdom in the grave, whither thou goeft,** 
Eccl. iX; I o. Therefore delay not a moment to repent, 
and fbrfake your fins. 

Is not this the voice both of natural and revealed 
religion ? Does not the voice of God and his provi- 
dence fay now, and command you above all things to 
take hold of the prefent time ? " Acquaint now thyfelf 
** and be at peace -, thereby good Ihall come unto 
thee. Job xxii. 21. Younp; people, remember now 
thy Creator in thc,.4|XLi>f , thy youth, Eccl. xii. i. 
*' Turn ye all from yourevifways, anarrom your evil 
** doings," Zech. i. 4. Delay not a moment on your peril. 

Let a heathen fliame you into a greater Ipeed in this 
moft abfolutely neceflary work : " How long (faith 
** he) will you defer looking after the beft things ? 
^ how long will you abufe your reafon ?'* Epidt. En, 
, ** c, 75. Confider that a very few hours, weeks, or 
months hence may be too late j thy day of grace over, 
death may have fealed thy irrevocable charafter. God 
will not always ftrive with the children of men; 
therefore how infinitely doth it concern you to im^ 
prove the important Now ; to accept of God's graci- 
ous offers and tep^fier oFmercy now. If you refufe now, 
. . this 
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this may be the laft offer. This may be the very mo- 
mentous decifive crifis. Confider, your life ftands on 
a very flippery foundation. A finglc breftth^ and you 
are gone. As death leaves you, judgment will find you. 
Here refledt ferioufly. Pauie a while. God grant it may 
anlwer the beft of ends. ^ - . 

The blefled Jefus hath declared to mankind, that 
they fhall die in their fins, if they believe not in 
him,*' John viii. 24. And St. Peter afliires us^ 
*' there is no other name under heaven given among 
♦* men, whereby we muft be faved," Afts iv. 12. 
And St, Paul tells us, thofe who receive not the love 
of the truth, that they may be faved, God fhall fend 
ftrong delufion that they Ihould believd a lie : that 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleafure in unrighteoufijefs,'* 2 Thefl'. ii, 10, 
II, 12. and to thofe who believed not, " Godfwore, 
they Ihould not enter into his reft,'* and Chrift com- 
miflloned his difciples " to go into all the world, and 
preach the gofpel to every creature : he that believeth 
and is baptized fhall be faved, but he that believeth 
not fhall be damned," Mark xvi. 1 5, 1 6. O let thefc 
terrible denunciations to all unbelievers awaken and 
roufe you out of your lethargic incredulity, your dread- 
ful ftupidity. 

The pofTibility of being miferable to all eternity, one 
would think, is a fufHcient argument for every rational 
mind, to make them in good earnefl: in relation to their 
Ipiritual condition, fo as to caufe them not to be eafy and 
refl fatisfied till they are thoroughly fenfible and well 
afiured that they are in the favour and friendfhip of al- 
mighty God, whofe loving kindnefs is better than life, 
whofe hatred is worfe than death \ which is conlbnant 
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to die principles of natural religion, which you profefe to 
belieye in, as the cxiftence of a God, his providence, vir- 
tue and vice, the immortality of the foul, and rewards 
And puniihments after death. That God made man- 
kind rational and accountable creatures, capable t>f do- 
ing good or evil, and confequendy of pleafing or dif- 
pleafing him, who will reward or punifh diem in a fu- 
ture ftate of being, as their behaviour have been in this 
world virtuous or vicious, all rational creatures arc very 
fenlible of. 

Natural and revealed religion both acquiefce in thefe 
truths. St. Paul in his epiftle to the Romans, (which I look 
on as the key, of the ?^ew Teftament, if I may be allowed 



the expreflion) aflures us "that God will render to every 
*' man according to his deeds : to them who by patient 
** continuance in well doing, feek for glory, and honour, 
** and immortality j eternal life : but unto them that 
** are contentious^ and do not obey the truth, but obey 
•* righteoufnefs, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
•* anguifli upon every foul of man that doeth evil, of 
•* the Jew firft, and alfo of the Gentile. But glory, hor 
** nour, and peace, to every man that worketh good j to 
•' the Jew firft, and alfo to the Gentile ; for there is no 
•* relpeA of perfom with God : for as many as have 
•' finned without the law, ftiall perifh without law j and 
•* as many as have finned in the law, Ihall be judged 
•* by the law : for not the hearers of the law are juft 
** before God, but the doers of the law Ihall be juftified : 
** for when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by 
** nature the things contained in the law, thofe having 
** not the law, are a law unto themfelves, which 
** Ihew the work of the law written in their hearts ; 
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*^ their confcience alfo bearing witnefs, and theit 
*• thoughts thie mean while aotufing, or eHe exculii^ 
" one another," Rom. ii. 6 to 16. and the bleffed Jefus 
has informed mankind, that " that fervant which 
** knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himfclf, nei- 
" ther did according to his wil]» Ihall be beaten witk 
many ftripcs : but he that knew not and did com- 
mit things worthy of flxipes, fhall be beaten with 
few ftripes, Luke xii. 47, 48. for the Lord will 
judge the world with righteouliiefs, and the people 
with is truth,' • Pfalms xcvi. 13. You that do not 
believe in divine revelation muft acknowledge and con- 
fefs, thefe are all equitable and juft declarations, and the 
facred fcriptures hath affured mankind that they will bf 
put in execution at the grand and awful day of judgment : 
for they exaftly agree with the voice of reafon, and natu- 
ral religion. If you are not tinftured with infanity, you 
muft believe it. 

I importunately befeech you (if you are in your 
right fenfes) to recolleft and fcrutinize your paft 
thoughts, words and aftions, relating to your obedi- 
ence or difobedience of the laws, rules, and direftion$ 
of natural religion •, your behaviour towards God, ypur 
neighbour, and yourfelves. Then, and not till thai, 
you will adb rationally, becoming sa reafonable foul, 
as thofc that know muft be called to a ftrift 
and folemn account before the awful and tremendous 
bar of God, the fearcher of all hearts ; who knows the 
moft fecret recefles of die foul. " For there is not a crqa* 
" ture that is not manifeft in his fight, but all things 
" are naked, and open unto the eyes gf him with whom 
** we tavc tp do, H^. iv. 13. for in bim we live and 
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** itiove, anii have our being ;•* as certain alfo fome of 
your own poets have declared, A6ts xvii. 28. If 
your dioughts accufe you, God is greater than your 
thoughts, and knoweth all things. 

' Rcflcft, confider, the heart is deceitful above all things 
** defperately wicked ; who can know it ? but the Lord 
•* fearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins, even to give 
** every man according to his ways and according to 
** the fruit of his doing,** Jer. xvii, 9, 10. All thefe 
declarations you know are both juft and reafonable, agree- 
able to your natural fentiments of God, and his future 
proceedings with mankind: therefore permit me as a 
fincere, hearty friend, one that earneftly defires to be of 
real fervice, to put the following queftions with upright- 
nefs and impartiality to your own confciences, with a fin- 
cere defign you ftiould know your fpiritual ftate and con- 
dition, in probing your ways to the bottom, in order that 
you may be enabled, by the grace of God, to reftify your 
p^. errors and mifcarriages ; and for the future part of 
your life to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefcnt world, which natural religion muft tell you is 
afting rational. 

Do you conftantly reverence almighty God, the great 
prefcrver, and munificent benefaftor of air mankind, 
and blefs him for every thing you enjoy ? Have you an 
awful and amiable apprehenfion of him always on your 
mind, fo as to beget in you a filial fear of offending him ? 
are you ever' grateful to him for the innumerable mer- 
cies you momentarily receive from him. 

You know the crime of ingratitude of one mortal to 
another is looked on by mankind in a very delpicable, 
heinous, aggravating light, how much more fo theri» 
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inuft it be to our God, our conftant unwearied, fridnd, 
who is always doing of good, " fending us rain from 
heaven ^nd fruitful feafons, filling our hearts with food 
and gladnefs?" Afts xiv. 17. Do you each morning 
when awake from fleep (the emblem of death) return 
your fincere and hearty thanks that you have not flept 
the fleep of death, but are comfortably refrelhed with 
health and ftrength ? do-you humbly recommend your- 
felves and all your concerns to his kind over-ruling pro* 
videncethe following day, begging of him to preferve you 
from all evil, elpecially the evil of fin, and in particular 
from thofe fins which have the eafiefl: acccis to you, and 
thegreateft predominance over you ? do you humbly and 
fmcerely, and earneftly requefl of him wifdom. and un- 
derftanding, that you may do all the good your natures 
are capable of, both to the bodies and fouls of your fel- 
low creatures, as your capacity, fituation, and circum- 
ftances in life will admit of? or do you not go forth 
and enter upon the affairs of life on your own ftrength, 
vainly imagining fo highly of your realbn and under- 
ftanding, that that is fufficient to guide you in all 
things without the afliftance of almighty God ? are 
you always in >a thankful frame of mind when you par- 
take of any of the good creatures of God? are you 
humble contented and thankful in the fituation and 
condition of life pjpyidence has permitted you to be 
in ? do you do . to afl mankind, in every circumftance 
and degree, what you are willing they in the like cir- 
cumftances Ihould do to^you ? do you do every thing 
for the' honour and glory of God, and the good of your 
fellow-mortals ? are you very circumfpeft and watchfiil 
over your own heart, and do you harbour no hard or 
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unbecoming thoughts of God, or iecret refentment, ma* 
lice or revenge againft your neighbour ? do you abftain 
from excefs both in eating and drinking ? do you keep 
your bodies pure and chafte ? is marriage honourable in 
your eftimation, and whoredom defpicable ? at the 
dole of every day do your return almighty God unfeign- 
ed thanks for each mercy received the day paft, humbly 
committing your whole felves, foul and body, to his moft 
gracious care and proteftion the night following, that 
your fleep may be fweet, comfortable, and refrefhing ; 
that if you awake at midnight, or at cock-crowing, your 
thoughts and defires may be ever towards God ? Or ra- 
ther on the contrary, do you not boaft of your hearts de- 
fire, and make coveteoufnels your gold, and through 
pride will not feek after God, not fo much as having { 
him in all your thoughts, much lefs in your defires and 
your hearts ? are not the thoughts of piety and grati- 
tude to God, benevolence and charity to your neigh- 
bours grievous to your foul ? are not God*s judgments or 
mercies far out of your fight ? and have you not faid in 
your heart, you fhall not be moved? are not your 
mouths full of blafphemies to your Maker ; or curfing, 
deceit, fraud, and mifchief to your neighbour ? do you 
not take delight in vain, profane chattering, and hate 
and abhor everything in converfation that is ferious ; that 
has a tendency to do good, to promote fpiritual know- 
ledge ; that is really edifying, both for your own and 
others falvation ? do you not fleep and awake, eat and 
drink, go about your worldly employments, or trifle 
aod idle, away your precious hours, without having a 
grateful thought to almighty God, in whom the heathen 
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J)Oett haVc laid mankind live, move, ahd have theii ] 
being. 

If you will honeftly and impartially examine your* 
hearts, it is very pofTible, if not probable, you will have 
reafon to humble yourfelves before the great Searcher of 
them, for fome one or other of thefe aggravating fins 
committed by you, either of omiflion or commiffion. 

Let me advife you to follow the example of the poor 
publican in the golpel, who cried out, ^^ God be mer-^ 
** ciful to me a finner,** Luke xviii. 13. 

With the grcateft fincerity and importunity I intreat 
you to examine the real ftate of your fouls, by prob- 
. ^ |iing your hearts to the bottom. I now recommend to you 
rS^I"!/ fretirement from the world one hour or two every day, 
^ nf 'To humble yourfelves in the more immediate pre*- 
fence of God, in order to be made thoroughly fenfible 
of all your tranlgreflions, which is a duty rclulting from 
natural religion. Therefore tremble before him at thd 
fenfe of die guilt which you have contraded by break- 
ing the laws of natural religion, the obligations which 
you are under to God, and the duties neceffarily flow-, 
ing from thence, which arfe engraven on your heart. 
Expoftulate with yourfelves in fome fuch language as 
this-: O my foul, what fhall I do to avert the punifh* 
ment fo juftly due to me, for the manifold neglefts of 
duty to God and my neighbour ! O how innumerable 
• are the inftanccs wherein I have tranfgrelTed ? How 
have I permitted my lufts and paffions to obtain viftory 
over my reafon and confcience ! Humbly and^eameftly 
proftrate yourfelves before God, feeking pardon and for- 
gjvenefs, and for the grace of repentance andfmcere obc- 
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dieiice. If you arc truly fenfible of your fins and fol- 
lies, you will dicn be humble and felf-diffidcnt of your 
reafon and judgment, and concerning the maxims and 
tenets of religion you imbibed from education : or for 
the want of education, or from your own wild imagi- 
nations and indigefted thoughts j or from the company 
and converfation of libertines, enflaved thinkers 5 or 
from the poifonous writings of infidels i dciftical, enthu- 
fiaftical triflers. 

You will alfo have great realbn to believe, that by 
fome one or other of thefe caufcs you have provoked 
almighty God, for not thoroughly examining his mofl 
gracious tenders of mercy and pardon in his holy word, 
with an upright and honeft heart, defirous of informa- 
tion and inftruftion, that you might believe and know 
the truth, however contrary and oppofite to your viti- 
ated inclinations and corrupted paflions,and be prevailed 
with no longer to contemn the dilpenfations of his rich 
kindncfs and goodnefs manifefted to all poorj^ frail, in- 
digent, Ihort-fighted mortals. . .,,^ , 

Pray, is it fitting and reafonable that becaufe fome of 
the hiftorical parts of facred writ does feem to your 
fallible, Ihort-fighted underftandings, to clafli or dif- 
agree with other parts of it, that you fliould delpife, 
anddifregard the whole of it ? or that becaufe there are 
fome niyfterious doftrines in it, far above your compre- 
hcnfiori, or the comprehenfion of the mofl: refined un- 
derftandihg, th^t yet you will not belicye it ? I defire 
you would exercife your reafon, and jcx^mine the reli-, 
gion of nature. 
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Is not all nature itsfelf one grand myftcry ; the hea- 
vens above us, the earth beneath us, the waters under 
the earth ? Is not the produftion and fuftinence of an in- 
finite variety of creatures, both animate and vegeta- 
tive, by one only invifible, omnifcient, omniprefent 
Being, very myfterious, yea, incomprehenfible ? Is not 
your own cxiftence itfelf incomprehenfible to you ? 

Can you comprehend how fpirit and matter, your 
ibul and body is united, and what your foul is, and in 
what way and manner it nowcxifts, and how it poflibly 
can exift when departed out of the body ? or how, and in 
what manner it will be reunited to the body at the refur- 
reftion, when the body has been crumbled to duft, 
and fcattered about in the earth and air in millions and 
millions of atom-particles ? Can you comprehend im- 
mortality or eternity ? 

Are not thefe myfterious unfathomable things to our 
finite, limited underftandings ; which is comprehended 
by almighty God only, who is infinite in wifidom, 
knowledge, and power ? 

Are they lels true, or lefe to be believed, for that they 
cannot be comprehended by us poor fhort-fighted mor* 
tals, who are but of yefterday, and know nothing, 
•' whofe days upon earth are as a ftiadow ?" Job viii. 
^. Is not God almighty all-powerful ? Is he not truth 
itfelf ? He certainly is j and therefore it is moft reafon- 
able for us to believe that thofe things that are ,pro- 
nounced and declared true by him, merely on the ve- 
racity of his infallible word, though we cannot poflibly 

conceive how or in what manner they are io. 

L 2 He 



[ ^32 J 

He docs liot require us to believe any one thing 
which contradifts our fenfes, but only to believe there 
are things true, which are fuperior to our rcafonrand un- 
ftanding, above our crnnpiehenfion y which all man- 
kind will agree to, if they are not infatuatedy and have 
not a tin^re of infanity iii them. 

In the name of the God rf nature dicn, why do you 
aft to vain and felf^conceited as not to fubmit your proud 
reafbn to his infallible declarations ? ^^ Why dc^l thou 
ftrive againil him who giveth not any account of hi» 
matters?*' Jobxxxiii. 13. Does not natural reaibn, or 
the religion of nature, teftiiy the truth 'of divine revc*- 
lation, '' that as the heavens are higher than the earth> 
^^ ib are God's ways higher than our ways, and his 
thoughts higher than our thoughts, ?•' Ifa. Iv. 9, 
Do not all the works of God, and his difpenfations 
of Providence, proclaim this infallible truth ? They 
aftually do, and therefore it is rational and meet for you 
to argue thus with yourielves. If the religion of Jefus 
of Nazareth is true, and he was commiflioned by God 
to come from heaven to earth to pubUfh it, and I fhould 
die in my prefent ftate of unbelief, I muft confequendy 
die in my fins, John viii. 24. and therefore muft no- 
cefiarily be miferable to all eternity ? Chrift commanded 
his eleven diiciples, and does now command all fiic- 
ceeding minifters to publiih, and teach his golpel t^ 
every creature in the world 1 moft pofidvely declaring^ 
^^ that he that believeth and is baptized, fhall be faved $ 
^' but he that believeth not fhall be damned, Mark xvi« 
^^ 1 6, Teai;hing them to obierve all thingi whacfbever 
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** always be with, them ta^i^;^^ of the world,'* Matt. 
X3cviii. 19, 20. 

Now you Deifts can make no fort of excufe or plea 
whadbever, at the awful and tremendous day of judg* 
ment, nor can alledge that the gofpel of the blefled Jefus 
did not reach you 5 for you were born and bred in 
~a chriftian country, and where die gofpel was preached 
I on the firfl: day of every week, in commemoration of 
the truth of it, and eftablilhed by civil authority, by 
King, Lords, and Commons, who has commanded it to 
be printed in your mother tongue, and have given all 
men free liberty to perufe it, as oft as they pleafe, none 
making them afraid : and all may worfliip God in that 
way and manner as their confciences diftates to them is 
moft agreeable to his holy word, "without being fo much 
as interrupted or mokfted, much lefe perfecuted for it. 

All of you Deiits, as well as us Chriftians, live 
under the bell and mildeft of laws and governments, 
having the royal proclamation for your and our fe- 
curity, corroborated by the lords fpiritual and tempo- 
ral in parliament : which is not like living under an ar- 
bitrary, tyrannical, popilh government, who perfecutes, 
imprifons and gibbets, racks and burns thofe proteftant 
chriftians who will not deny the ufe of their fenfes, by 
not believing bread to be the identical body of the blei^ 
fed Jefus, and wine to be his blood. But blefled be God 
proteftant chriftians have not fo learned Chrift 5 they do 
obey his commands by commemorating his dying love, 
fecramentally partaking of bread and wine, in order to 
** fliew forth the Lord's death till he come, i Cor. xi. 
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26. Take heed, brethren, fays the apoftle, left there be 
in you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
** living God, but exhort one another d^ly, while it is 
called to-day ; left any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulnels of Cn, Heb. iii. 12, 13. Therefore 
*' fear left a promife being left you of entering his reft, 
any of you (hould feem to come (hort of it, for unto 
you is the goipel preached, as well as unto them ; but 
the word preached did not profit, not being mixed 
" with faith in them that heard it,*' Heb. iv. i, 2, 
This is your unhappy lamentable cafe ; but fee to get out 
of it, I befeech you, and take St. Paul's council, 
*' follow righteoufiiefs, faith, charity, peace, with them 
^* that call on the Lord out of a pure heart,*' 2 Tim", 
li. 22. which is love unfeigned. 

The bleffed Jefus hath affured us, his doiflxlne was 
niDt his own but God's that fent him, and that if any 
man will do God's will, " heihallknowof thedoftrinc 
*' whether it be of God, or whether he ^ake of him- 
« felf," John vii. 1 7. 

Natural religion tells you, that there is no furer or 
fafer way to difcover or find out truth, than doing the 
will of God. If you will be honeft, fincere and upright 
in the examination of yourfelves, in your humiliations 
to God, with a foil purpofe of heart and determination of 
will, (by the afliftance of his grace) to forfake every 
thing that has the leaft tendency to difpleafe him ; and on 
the contrary, to be very afliduous to do all things that are 
acceptable and well pleafing in his fight -, to fearch after 
ipiritual underftanding, as you would for hid treafures, 
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mines of filvcr and gold, " then you would underftand 
** the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
** God,'* Prov. ii. 4, 5. Therefore let me prevail- with 
you, '^ to trull in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not unto your own underftanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will direft your 
paths. Be not wife in your own eyes ; fear the Lord, 
and depart from evil. Pro. iii. 5, 6, 7. For in every 
nation, he that feareth him and worketh righteouf. 
nefs, is accepted with him,'* Afts x. 35. Thus 
praftifing is doing the will of God. Then you will know 
the blefied Jefus's ddftrine is from God : and when 
you know it, do it ; for he has declared thofe are his 
friends only, that do whatfoever he commands them, 
John XV. 14. Be not eafy and contented with a fpecu- 
lative knowledge of the will of God, nor reft fatisfied 
till you know it vitally, that is, experimentally, and you 
find the yoke of Chrift to be eafy, and his burthen light, 
as he has afiured you, Matt. xi. 30. and that his com- 
mandments are not grievous, i John v. 3. then he 
will fulfil his moft gracious beneficial promife to 
you recorded, John xiv. 21. by manifefting himfelf 
to your fouls ; that is, all fuch obedient chriftians fhall 
i)Ot only enjoy the fruit and benefit of Chrift's love, 
but they ftiall enjoy the fenfe of his love, and experi- 
ence the fenfible manifeftations, and inward diffufions, of 
his Jove in their own fouls. Therefore the only method 
to procure the favour of God and Chrift, and to be in 
reality fenfible of it, is to be very careful and diligent 
in obediential walking with him, and before him. 
Mankind may as well, and with as much reafon, think 
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to nourifli their bodies with poifon, as to enjoy the fa^ 
vour and friendfhip of God and Chrift in a .finfid 
cpurf^ of life : •* for he that finneth is of the devil, fta- 
^* the devil finneth from the beginning. For this pur- 
pofe the Son of Gkxi was manifeft, that he might dc- 
ftroy the works of the devil, i John iii. 8, Whofo- 
*' ever is bom of God, doth not commit fin ; for his 
^* feed ramaineth in him, and he cannot fin, becaufe 
♦* he is born of God,'* ver. 9. That is, he is no evil doexj 
no worker of iniquity, no habitual cuftomary finncr : 
he goes not on in any way or courfe of fin, as the re- 
folutely wicked do, who make a trade of it. He doth 
I not tolerate or allow himfelf in any one fingle aft of 
fin : he has not his will bent for it, neither his heart; 
or mind fet upon fin, as the refolved finner has ; but 
he has a heart and will qppofite to, and fet againft, all 
planner of fin, by reafon he has an inward principle, 
inclining and diipofing him to hate and oppofe fin^ 
(which is the fandifying grace of God, that caufes hini 
daily more and more to die unto fin, and live unto right- 
eoufnefs,) Therefore in this " the children of God are 
manifeft, and the childr<?n of the devil. Whofoever doth 
" not righteoufiiefs is not of God i neither he that 
^* loveth not his brother, i John iii, 10. Let no man 
" deceive you ; he that doeth righteoufnefs is righteous, 
** even as he is righteous, ver. 7. For whofoever abideth 
^' in Chrift, finneth not : whofoever finneth, hath not 
«« feen him or known him," ver. 6. that is, whofoever 
lives in fin, and goes on in a courfe of finning, is the 
fervant and flave of fin ; and although his reafon con- 
demns him, and his confcience boggles at fin, and his 
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will is fomewhat averfe to it, and not by any means tho- 
rbugMy reconciled to it, yet if he yeilds his members in- 
ilruments of unrighteoufnefs unto fin, he is a young flavc 
and fervant of fin, and whatfoever his pretences may 
be he has no right knowledge of the blefled Jefus, 
no vital faith in him : but thofe that abideth in Chrift 
are by faith united to him : thofe have a living faith 
who are taught and governed by him, who make it 
their conftant care and continual endeavour to Ihun 
and avoid all fin : for blefled are they " that 
♦* do his commandments, that they may have a right 
•^ to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
♦* into the city. Rev. xxii. 14, of the living God, the 
** heavenly Jerufalcm, wherein dwelleth an innume- 
♦* rable company of angels, the general aflemblyj and 
** church of the firft-born, which are written in heaven ; 
<* and to God the judge of all, and to the ipirits of 
♦* juft men made perfect, and to Jefiis the mediator of 
♦' the New Covenant, and to the blood of fprinkling, 
^^ that fpeaketh better things than that of Abel : there- 
<' fore fee that you refufe not him that Ipeaketh -, for 
*' if they efcaped not, who refufed him that fpake on 
♦* earth, much more Ihall we not efcape, if we turn 
♦« away from him that fpeakedi from heaven," Beb. 
♦* xii, 22 to 7,64 

Now I would challenge the whole world to produce 
fuch a book as the Holy Bible 5 the book of books; the 
moft antient of all books 5 teftifying of Chrift 5 fore- 
telling the time and all the minute circumftances of his 
coming; with his fufFerings and deatt; and all thofe 
Prophecies exadly fulfilled and accomplilhed in him. 
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But it'is Very much to be lamented, that many per- 
jlbns, who profefs to believe in natural religion, and 
who call themfelves rational creatures, will not be at 
the trouble and pains to enquire into the grounds an4 
authority of the chriftian religion ; therefore it will be 
a juft judgment upon fuch, as fhut their eyes againft 
all the clear evidence of the religion of the bleffed Jefus, 
if they (hould be given up to believe a lie ; that " they 
all might be damned who believe not the truth, but 
had pleafurc in unrightcoufnefs,'* 2 Theff. ii. 12. 
For the blefled Jefus affured mankind, that, '' This 
is die condemnation, that light is come into the 
world ; and men loved darknefs rather than light, 
*' becaufe their deeds were evil,'* John iii. rp. The 
doftrine of the gofpel of Chrift is too pure and holy fof 
a carnal mind ; therefore no evidence of the truth 
of it, how clear Ibever, will be received by fiich. God 
cannot enter into their hearts, till Mammon is rooted 
out of them. " We cannot fcrve two riiafters.** 
Thofe who have a clear fight of heaven will put but 
very little value on the unfatisfedory, lhort-liv*d plea- 
fiires of this life ; and, on the contrary, it is impofli- 
ble, that thofe whofe whole concern is about them, 
who are drowned in carnal, fenfual enjoyments, can 
have any true tafte and relifh for fpiritual, intelledhial 
pleafures. 

For the love of this world, and " the friendfhip of it, 
" is enmity to God, James iv. 4. The carnal mind is 
** enmity againft God," Rom. viii. 7. 
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It was a temptation of fcnfe which caufed the firft fin 
to be committed by our firft parents ; and the way of 
reparation is, to open the eyes of their corrupted, pol- 
luted pofterity, and to give them a thorough fenfe of 
their fin, and terrible lofs of the enjoyment of God. 
Vice and wickednefs clouds and darkens the eyes of 
our underftandingis, and makes them blind to the only 
true and real good pleafure. The gbfpel is foolifhnels 
to fuch perfons. But it is hot for want of evidence that 
caufes mankind not to embrace the religion of Jefua ; 
but it is for want of confideration, for want of humi- 
lity, for want of a fpiritual tafte, for want of real good- 
nels, fuch perfons have rendered thcmfelves unqualifi- 
ed ; therefore not proper objefts to receive the truth 
in the love of it. 

The Holy Spirit by the royal pfalmift declares, that 
to " him that ordereth his converfation aright will be 
ihewn the falvation. of God,'* Pfalm 1. 23. And the 
blefled Jefus hath affured mankind, that " No man 
** can come pnto him, except the father that fent him, 
*' draw him,*' John yi. 44. This was the reafon why 
John the Baptift was fent as a forerunner, to prepare the 
way for the blefled Jefus, by preaching the duty of re- 
pentance, to qualify mankind for their receiving and be- 
lieving in his holy doftrine : therefore fuch perfons, 
who repented of their fins, upon his preaching, did 
with joy embrace this glorious doftrine ; and, on the 
contrary, thofe who would not part with their beloved 
••fins, remained obdurate, though in other points and 
things were men of fenfe and learning. As Chrift 
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told the .pricfts and elders, as recorded in Matt. xxi. 
32. " John came unto you in the way of righteouf- 
** nds, and ye believed him not, but the publicans 
*^ and the harlots believed him ; and ye when ye had 
•' feen it, repented not afterwards, that ye might be- 
*^ lieve him/* And when the bleffed Jefus fought to 
prepare diem for his doctrine, by forewarning them that 
they could not ferve God and Mammon, it is recorded 
by St. Luke tliat the Pharifees alfo, " who were co- 
•* vetous, heard thefe things, derided him," Luke 
xvi, 14. But he immediately inftrufted them (if their 
proud hearts had permitted them to regard it) that 
what is highly " efteemed amongft men, is abominati- 
on in the fight of God," ver. 15. And he fet forth 
the truth of his doftrine, by the example of rich, hard- 
hearted Dives, and poor, humble Lazarus 5 and de- 
clared, it was ** eafier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich mwi to enter into the 
kingdom of God," Luke xviii. 25. And that who- 
ibcver he be that " forfaketh not all that he hath» he 
** cannot be his difciple,** Luke xiv. ^3- 

Now, if all mankind would explain this feeming 
harfh doftrine in its juft fenfe ; which is, that thofe 
who arc not ready and willing to forfake all the 
pleafures and enjoyments of fenfe, , worldly profits and 
Advantages, as if they adhially hated them (as Chrift 
declared in a very particular and pofitive manner, as 
recorded in the 26th verfe of this chapter) when they 
come in competition with any one of his commands, 
and do not take up the crofs and follow him, they can- 
Hot poflibly be his difciples ; it would not appear the 
leaft abfurd, but vi^ry rational. 
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If Jcfijs of Nazareth was now on earth, propofing 
tkeie conditions of faith and obedience, wha£ a fmall 
number of difciples, among the generaUty of profcf- 
fors> would he have ? Many, many, it is much to be 
feared, would think heaven too hard to be obtained on 
diole terms, thofe carnal reftriftions. 

Now the root and caufe of all infidelity is the love 
of the world, the luft of the flefli, and the pride of 
life ; thefe gratifications of fenfe blind the underftand- 
ing, darken the heart, and fo obflinately prevent ipiri^ 
tual and divine light to fhine upon it : therefore, tilj 
thefe obftacles are removed, the truth of the golpel 
cannot be received, the commands of the blefled Jelii^ 
cajinot be obeyed : for the fpirit of God, which is a 
Ipirit of purity and holinels, will not enter and dwell 
in a heart intoxicated with feniuality and covetoufnefi i 
thefe embarraffments muft be firft. extricated, befbrs 
the holy fpirit ivill accept of any invitation from them ; 
but the extricating of evil thoughts, evil defu-es, evil 
habits, out of our hearts, muft be from God : for who 
can fay, " I have made my heart clean, I am pure 
" from my fin,'* Prov. xx, 9. The royal pfalmift 
was very fenfible of it, when he fo earneftly prayed tQ 
God to create " in him a clean heart, and to renew a 
" right fpirit within him,*' PC li- 10. And to "open his 
" eyes that he might behold the wondrous things out 
" of his law,'* Pf. cxix. 18. And to " give him under- 
" ftanding that he might live," ven 144. And St, 
Paul affures us, that it is by " grace wc are faved, 
*' through faith, and that not of ouriHves-: it is the 

gift 
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" gift of God,** Eph. ii. 8. And that no man can fkf 
that " Jcfus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft,** i 
Cor. xii. 3. But though to obtain thefe things our- 
felves is out of our power, yet the means in order 
thereto the blelTed Jefus hath aflured us is not out of 
our power, which is to aflc, to feek, and knock for it. 
Therefore, *' afk and you ihall receive, feck and you 
** ftiall find, knock and it fhall be opened unto you,** 
Matt. vii. 7. For if mankind, " being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto their children, how 
much more ihall their heavenly father give the Holy- 
Spirit to them that alk him?" Luke xi. 13. But 
mankind muft not afk, petition, or feek with lukewarm- 
ncfs and indifference, but they mufl do it with all the 
powers and faculties of their fouls j exerting themfelves 
with all poflible vigour, both ardently and inceflantly, 
as the importance of the cafe demands ; their great ali 
being, at flake, which is nothing lefs than their pre- 
cious and immortal fouls ; falvation or damnation, ever- 
lafting, unfpeakable happinefs, or everlafling, uhfpeak- 
able mifery : but God is gracious and merciful, long- 
fufFering, and of great goodnefs, and thofe who come 
to him in fincerity, he will *' in no wife cafl out,** Jolm 
vi. 37. For thofe that " feek him fhall find him, when 
** they fhall fearch for him with all their heart,*' Jer. 
xxix. 13. " For there is no difference between the Jew 
** and the Greek ^ for the fame Lord over all is rich 
*' unto all that call upon him,'* Rom. x. 12, * 

Therefore I conclude ; earneflly befeeching you to 
be frequently addrefTing yourfelves to almighty God, 
with the profoundeft reverence and humility, with the 

utmoft 
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utmoft fincerity of ibul, in fome fuch like expreflions at 
in the following prayer, which I have compofed, in or- 
der to beget in you a true fpirit of fupplication, a 
hearty, honeft defire to know the truth, that you may 
be converted to the faith of Chrift, which was once de- 
livered to the faints. And now, dear fellow creatures, 
I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are fanftihed :^ 
at the fame time forewarning you, with the utmoft 
fincerity, in the fpirit of meeknels, with an unfeigned^ 
difintercfted love and . affeftion, that if you flight, ne- 
gledt, delpife thefe offers of rich grace, made to you 
in the glorious gofpel of Chrift > will not accept of 
him, his mercy, his ealy yoke, and light burthenj 
his paths and ways, which are all pleafant and agreea*- 
ble, peaceable and joyous ; but will follow the didates 
of your corrupted nature ; finful, fhort-lived, ima*- 
ginary plcafiires, unfatisfaftory enjoyments, that.God*^ 
^irit will not always ftrive with you; that he will 
not oblige, or force you to be qualified to be meet par- 
takers of his heavenly kingdom •, the moft exquifite; 
refined, unfpeakable, eternal joys of heaven, whethejr 
you will or not. ^ 

> 
Therefore I conclude my hearty, fincere, affefti-. 
onate, difintercfted, pleafant, pains-taking, long epif- 
ille to you, carneftly praying and befecching you in 
this your day of grace, to confider fo as to believe 
and obey in the things which belong unto your 
i^crlafting peace and happinefi, before death feals your 

chiirafter. 
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diander, and 6> are irrevocably hid ftbm your ayes- i 
vhich I pray God may not be the un^eakable miie* 
xaUe condition of any of you. But if hy you will, at 
the grand and awful day of judgment, ch^ge the fault 
to no one but yourfelves ; becaufe you wilfully difre- 
garded and diibbeyed the means c^ God's rich tenders 
of grace and mercy, fb freely^ invitingly, and alluringly 
ol^ered you in the glorious golpel of his Son : which 
gofpel (if you are in your right underftandings) you muft 
acknowledge is exceeding kind and beneficent, juft and 
equitable, calculated for the g0€>d order of all rational 
fodal creatures, for their mutual advantage, comfort 
and happinefs in this world, and their exquifite eternal 
happineis in the world to come. Therefore, *' if you fin 
** wilfully, after that you have received the knowledge 
*• of the truth, there remaineth no more facrifices for 
•* fins, but a cert^n fearful looking-for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, which fliall cfcvour the adverla- 
ries. He that defpifed Mofes's law, died without 
mercy, under two or three witnefles' : of how much 
forer punifhment, fuppofe ye, fliali he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
•* God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant 
" wherewith he was fan6tified an unholy tWng, and 
*' hath done defpight unto the 3iw;it of grace ?** Heb. 
X. 26 to 30. 

VALE & CAVE. 

Edward Goldney, fen*^. 

Easter Monday, - ' ' 

LONDON, April 16, 1759. 
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POETICAL ESSAY 



ON 



The Awful and Tremendous 

Day of Judgment, in order 

to Awaken and Roufe the 

Deifts out of their Stupid, 

Dreadful Incredulity. 




H I think you Deiftsjhowyou'llavoidHell's foam. 
How fee the SAViovRfcated on his Throne! 
A Clppd his Chariot, and fiU*d with burning Beams 
Full Blaze of Glory ! like the North it ftreams ! 
One mighty Shechinah 1 refulgent Ray! 
That fcattets Darkncfi o'er the dimmer Day. 
The Sun feeks Shelter in the wafting Flood i 
The confidous Moon blufhes herfelf to Blood i 
0|d Chaos now in double State returns^ 
With double Ardour ev*ry Comet burns, 

M Furious. 



( H^ ) 

Furious they whirl before the Saviour's Thi^Hb § 

In dreadful Hiflings fpeak the eternal Son : 

As wide as Space pale T^ror fpreads her Reign^ 

Of Orders burft the «difibluble Chain : 

To Christ for luccour all Mankind will pray : 

But all Mankind can't avert the awful Day. . 



WhatHorrorfeizeMankifld, which weifetbReafoh blind^ 
Tho' Deifts once, yet not in Hell fb found : 
How will they then with Wrath and Anguifh preft, 

« 

The Worm all gnawing on their relenting Breaft, 
Rave, Curie, Weep, Gnafli, Groan, andCiirie again^ 
And Foam, and Roar, tum\iltuOus like the Ocean % 
Rend with their Groans Damnation's dark Retttat : 

_ • « 

Their Groans are loft, nor reach the Mercy Seat. 

Know then this Truth, ye Deifts, this believe. 
In dilbelieving, you yourfelves deceive. 

And now the Judge defccnds, the Saviour comes. 
Rend Heay*n, groan Hdl, break, burft, ye Iron Tombs ! 

The 
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The living Chariot ratdes thro* the Air, ♦ 
He ftalks before, who ufed to dart Delpair, 
Death conquer'd, after crawk in mad Difmay, 
Whole Fields of Lightening round the Conqueror plajr. 
And rufhing Whirlwinds rulh along the blazing Way. 
Celeftial Glory circles ali his Head, 
In Heaven endiron'd, and on Hell doth tread. 
As rufliing Torrents pour their rapid Streams, 
So fierce his Fury burns, fo full his glory Beams : 
Millions of Myriads wait upon his Nod, 
Saints, Angels, eccho the defending God, 
Ah ! what Difference now from what he once appeared. 
When Unbelievers fcorn'd him, whom Angels rever'd ; 
When bloody Drops pour*d forth from every Pore, 
And Beinjgs groan*d that never groan'd before. 

lA ! vifcW the -Crbfi oniiigh, the Signal's made, 
(Now Wealth and Titles, €rowfts and'Honours, fade) 

• * 

For air to liften, and their Stfttence hear. 
From the Atheift, to the Deift*s Ear. 
Believers thtt, will widi a Shout profound 
Proclaim thei^: Joy, wprefs their BJHs around : 

' * Ezek. iii. 13. 

M 2 With 
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With Pkafure now they fee the Race they nai. 
Their Labours ended, and their Blils begun. 






Blefs*d Jesus fmiles, pleasM with their glowing I/>ve, 
Approach (he lays, in foft and gentle Strains 
Welcome to me, and to celeftial Realms i 
Come then, receive your unipeakable Reward, 
Angels conduft tliem to the Favour of their Lo&d^ 



Ye Cherubs, fly before, with chearful Voice, 
Bid Heavens, Dominions, Powers, and Thrones rejoice* 
Now with dejefted Looks, the Deifts fearsi 
Tronbles, but no more mocks or jeers> 
Slowly they move to meet their dreadful Fate, 
And now they howl, and now lament too late : 
To thefc in Thunder the Judge prepares to ^eak^ 
The Thunders know his Will, and all around him break* 
Then darts a Frown that fhakes all Nature's Frame, 
The incarnate God now becomes a burning Flame, 
Wretches accurft, un^teful, and forlorn. 
The Jeft of Devik, and the heavenly Scorn i 

No 
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No Prayers, no Sighs, no Tears wil now avail. 
Returning Juftice lifts abft her Scale ; 
Mercy rejefted will not ever laft, 
A Day was once, but oh! that Day is pafl; : 
In vain for you I livM, I bled, I dy*d : 
Deifts begone, tafte Vengeance you dcfpis'd, 
Confcience diftrads them, De^s mock their Cries, 
And point with flaming Fingers to the Skies : 
Then hurl the Wretches where Flames ever flafh, 
AndSmoaky Shrieks, Lightening, Thunders, always clalh« 
Where every Curfe, and every Plague's confined. 
Where dies all Hope, the cordial of the Mind, 
And ever lives the eonicious, guilty, Sclf^deceiver, 
Baniihed in everlafiing Tormw^ from liis deipifed, 

Rejeded Savjqur. 

. • • • 

The Grand Affize Cpmplcady Ended $ 

b 

Chrift the Judge is Reafcended j 
The Heavenly Hoft their Lord Attended 
With Shouts of Joy,~TiME is Ended. 

* 

F I N I S. 
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The GOD of UniverfaJ Nature, 



P R A Y E R, 



Compofed by die Author of the foregoing Epiftlci for 
the ufc of tliofe DEISTS who are honeft, fincere, 
and indufttious in fearching after Truth, in ordo* tQ 
embrace it in the love of it ; who axfi v«ry wiljing^ ' 

and deiirous to part with every pre-conceived fenti* 
ment, that does or may obftmft their finding it. 



OTHOU Almighty, incomprehen- 
fible God of univerfal nature I Thou 
great firft caufe and lupport of dl worlds, 
creatures, and things vifible and invisible ! 
O Thou only good, beneficent,, geo^ous 
Being, who haft fo excellently diftinguifhr, 
ed mankind from all the other of thy 
creatures on earth, with that noble faculty 
of reafon and underftanding, with which 

I adore 
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I a^ore and worfhip Thee, in piojfound 
reverence and proftratioii o£ feful, and 
yitb tks moft hearty, unfeigned finee- 
rity and gratitude offer up unto th^ 
my thanhfgivings and praife, in the 
higheft ftrains of devotion a finite 
cjeature poffiblycan pay to his Creator, 
Preferver> and conftant,, unwearied, muni- 
ficent Benefa<3:or : at the fame time with 
the utmofl humility of heart and abafe- 
ment of foul, (to my unfpeakaUe fhame 
and forrow) I acknowledge and confefs 
before thee, that 1 have aded very un- 
becoming the dignity of a rational crea- 
ture, both toward thee,, my neighbour, and 
myfelf ; having very fi-equently permitted 
my rwfon and underftanding to be baffled 
and concjvered by my almoft ungovern- 
able hcadftrong lufts and paflions; for 
:even when I found myfelf fomewhat in- 
dined to do good, evil was prefent with 
me with great prevalency ; and I find 

M 4 my 



i is^ ] 

tny heart and mind much more prone td 
vice thaa virtue, to evil than good. 

How I came by this corrupted deprav-' 
ed nature, my judgment is not yet con-' 
vinced of: my reafbn and underftanding 
didates to me, it coiild not poflibly be 
derived from thee, who art the very fpring 
and fountain of all goodnefs, peifedion 
and knowledge ; confequendy thou muft 
have accefs to the very thoughts of my 
heart, the defires of my foul, the in- 
tentions of my mind, and the actions oF 
my life, from whom no fecret can pofli- 
bly be concealed. Therefore I mofl hum- 
bly and importunately befeech thecf that 
thou wouldefl, in thtf courfei of thy Provi- 
dence, teach me what I do not perceive, 
for my fpiritual advantage, by direding 
my thoughts, illuminating my underfliand- 
ing, conveying to me the knowledge and 
caufe of my corrupted vitiated nature, 
and informing me through what channel 1 
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received it, and what remedy I {hall 
make ufe of, in order to mafter a,tid con- 
quer it, ib as to be freed from it. I fre- 
quently frnd my heart cold and luker 
warm, languid andUfelefs, very farfronji 
being .iired with that love and gratitude 
to thee my God, which my rea£>n and 
underftanding di<5tates is thy juil unalien^- 
able right, due from rational cteatum 

» 

tp their great Creator, Therefore I moft 
humbly befeech thee to beget in me a 
hearty and fincere affedlion tolovethee^ 
and an eameft defire to pleafe thee in all 
things, being confcious I have in innu- 
merable inftance^ trani^fled the laws of 
natural religion, and violated the didates 
of realbn and confcience, which thou haft 
engraven on all the hearts of thy reafona-^ 
ble creatures. * 

f Ifere call to remembrance the particular fins you 
have beenguilty of, elpecially that fin or fins that do molt 
eafilybefet you, praying for grace and ftrength to coq^^ 
4juer and overcome them in ^ future part of life. . 
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i wouldwillingly aodcheaxfuUycsnixacr 
luid obey every command that comes hom 
thee, and believe every declaiPadon of thy 
divine mind and will, that thou haft been 
{leafed to commimicate tomankkid. tiaaor- 
portnnately befeechthee, OL(^d, to open 
my imderftanding, to unlocfe ev«y power 
and facuky <^ my foul, to ^ee me 
from prejudices of afl kinds wad degrees 
whatfoever, which pofliWy have prevent- 
ed, or may prevent, my belteving in a 

book, which clnifiians call the Hdfy Bi- 
ble, the word of God; whicfebook I have 
perufed, but finding declarations in it, 
which appears to me incoi^ftent with 
thy divine perfe6tions, and moral goodnei^, 
and feemiiig contradi<3:ions ; (here with 
an upright, honeft, fincere heart recite the 
particidars) therefore I do not beKeve thy 
^Hck tO' be the author of them : but whe- 
ihtr it is owing to the length of time fince 
the Bible was originally wrote, or whe- 
ther 
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ther through, the revohition of ages and 
(liferent cufloms and languages, and ways 
and manner of expreffion, by which means 
ideas may have been conveyed fweign 
to what they were intended, I cannot 
be certain of, therefore am at doubt con- 
cerning it; and whether my preconceived 
maxims of religion, or the indulgence of 
my unruly, headftrong pailions is a prin- 
cipal caufe of my unbelief, I am not cer- 
tain of; I find declarations in this Bible 
relating to faith, which my reafon and 

underftanding do not comprehend, in par-r 
ticular fuch as thefe, viz. that thy only 
begotten Son, the brightnels of thy glory, 
the exprds' image of thy perfoii, partaker 
of thy very eflence, the maker of heaven 
'and earth, and all things in it, whom the 
very angels worfhip and adore : that Deity 
fhould condefcend and humble himlelf^ 
and leave the regions of blifs and glory, 
and come "down to earth, and unite his 

divine 
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olivine nature, to the nature of poor fin^ 
fill man, and £bould be bom of apoor virgin> 
and hav€ a ftable f(M: his chamber, and a 
manger for his cradle, and be brought up 
in his infancy and childhood by the direc^ 
tion of a poor carpenter^s family, and wh^ 
arrived at maturity to travel up and down 
our wicked world doing good, both to 
ihs bodies and fouls of mankind, giving of 
them the beA: and wifefl inllrudicm, 
who permited many of them (though 
their Creator) to treat him with all the 
malice, and ill nature, and injuflice pofH- 
ble, yea, to be murthered by them in a 
moft cruel fhocking manner, yet at the 
fame time to pray for them : all which 
things I muft confefs are very far above 
my comprehenfion, and what appears to 
me to be incredible. However, I fincere- 
ly confefi "and acknowledge, there are 
very excellent maxims and rules of life (in 
this antient book, which the chriftians 

caU 



*. 



t 'J7 1 
«all die Holy Bible of the Old and New- 

Teftament) which has and mull neceila^. 
rily have a very great tendency to make 
mankind comfortable and happy in this 
world, and to qualify them for the enjoy- 
ment of perfect happineis in heaven. 

The dodrinea of this, thy only b^otten 
Scoi are fuch as thefe, that mankind muft be 
bom again, or they caimot enter the king^ 
dom of heaven, which ctmfifts in righteouf- 
nefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Gho% 
and that it is eaHer for a camel to go through 
the ^ye of a needle, than for a rich man to, 
enter into the kingdom of God, and that if 
any man come to this thy reputed oi^ly be- 
gotten Son, and hate not his father and mo- 
ther, and wife and children, and brethren 
and^ers, and yeahis own lifealfoj he can- 
jiOtbehi&Jifciple, who has commanded them 
to love their very enemies, to blcf^ thofe 

thai< 
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l^t cfirled them, and to pmy ior (dicfii 

which ddpitefiilly ufed them aad f&t(t-^ 
oited them; the meaning of all which I 
acknowiec^ I do not comprehend, tho^e- 
fore can^t bdieve. 

However, as I am fenfible that my 
cmderftanding is limited and finite, O my 
God, I humbly befeech thee, if thcfe 
dedatations are agreeaUe to % ^vine' 
mind and will ; and that if Jeflis Ohtift' 
is thy only begotten Son, and comna^- • 
oned by thee, from heaven, as a Saviour 
and Redeemer of mankind; itsd thsk 
whoibevet believeth in him, ^ould ncNr 
perifh, but have everlafting life : Bt 
pleafed to give me a vital faith in ^nm^ 
this BiHe declaring that it is by grace 
mankind are fav^ed, through ^th, 'and 
that not of themfelves, but *ti8 "thy gift: ' 
if it be fo, I earneftly implore thc6 fcH* 
this gift, as the moft valuable of all blef- 



fings, .us£i\kely {iiperior to tliouiands 
and millions of Giver and gold, yea, to 
dl the riches in the world. But on the 
ootitraty, if lie is not thy only begotten 
Son, but -an i&poftor, a deceiver, the" 
very vileft of wretches ; I befeech thee to 
give me wifdom and underftanding to 
SCcover this very grand cheat ^id impbf- 
tore i that I may be enabled to gaiiiiay 
aiid argue with, and write againil all 
his advocates, wh& have moft artfully 
wrote to fiipport the truth of his holy 
thiffion and dodhines ; th^ f fray be "en- 
abled by thee, to convince aH the diffa-- 
eat denominations «f chriflians in the 
world, of "dicfe deceptions and knpofi- 
tibns that have been foftered on thiefm 
and their fca'cfathers, for upwards of • 
leventeea hundred a»d Hfty eight yctars ; 
which concludes my v«y imperfedl peti- 
tions ; with humility and nncerity iup- 
oHcatting thy divine Majefty to remove 

all 
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all my prejudices, obfiinac^, and ielf- 
conceit, and make me entirely flexible, . 
honeft, upright, and fincere ; op«i and 
free to receive conviftion from thee of 

the truth in the love of it; and that it , 

tsay influence iny heart, foul and mind, 
and govern my thoughts, words, and 
adtions, that they may be uniformly and 
exa&ly agreeable and conformable : to 
thy divine unerring mind and will, both 
in time and to eternity. Amen. 

N. B. If the Author of tlw fbregoii^ Worics fhoiild be- ib ex- 

. ceeding fortunate as to be a<M«uis in the Hands of Piovi- 

denceoftheComreiiionof anyfpeculadveorpraifficalAtheifist 

and Ddfis, or anv Profeflbn of Religion of any Denomi- • 

tiation, that are pradical Unbelievers of Chriftiani^, fi> as i 

. tx> become the Di&iples indeed of the blefied Jefii% He moft 

humbly and earaeftly requefls diat fuch happy new-bom 

* 

Souls would return Almighty God their unfeigned Thankf- 
giving and repeated Gratitude of Praife. for indini/ig and en* *i 

. abling him to compofe them, and to publilh tbem to the 
WcN-ld ; and that he nuiy continually do all poi&ble Good 
both to the Souls and Bodies of hts Fellow Mortals univer* 
fally, as extenfive as his Capacity, Circumftances, and Situa* 
tion in Life will admit bf„ even to the very laft Brtatb He 
fliall draw. 
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